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Hawaii, 2010 
At 12:17 p.m. firefighters were dispatched to a fire in a warehouse, which was in active use at the time.  A 
worker was grinding metal on a container when he noticed smoke coming from inside.  Sparks from the 
metal had ignited material inside the container and the fire quickly spread outward.  Two workers had 
tried to extinguish the fire but were unsuccessful.  A wet-pipe sprinkler activated and held the fire in 
check until firefighters could arrive and finish extinguishing the blaze.  The building, valued at $25 
million, sustained $5,000 in damage, and the building’s contents, valued at $30 million, sustained 
$65,000 in damage. 
 
Source:  NFPA’s Fire Incident Data Organization (FIDO). 
 
 
 
California, 2008 
At 10:20 p.m. a sheriff’s deputy noticed that a warehouse was on fire.  The deputy notified his dispatcher 
via radio who then notified fire department dispatch.  The building was 130’ X 70’ 40 and 40 feet high.  It 
was a type II non-rated structure with unprotected steel columns with steel girders and steel panels on the 
walls and steel roof covering.  The contents of the building were one million pounds of raw, unshelled 
almonds, stored in wooden bins.   
 
The fire was caused when a pile of almonds in a wooden bin located outside the building caught fire as a 
result of fumigant product igniting and causing the pile to catch fire.  The chemical used to fumigate the 
almonds is highly reactive with water.  The bins were covered in plastic, but some water got inside 
because it was rainy and windy that day.  Burning embers were carried by the wind inside the building, 
and ignited the stored almonds inside as well.   
 
The building did not have an automatic sprinkler system or automatic detection system.  The building 
(valued at $100,000) was a total loss, as were the building’s contents (valued at $7.5 million).   
 
Source:  NFPA’s Fire Incident Data Organization (FIDO). 
 
 
 
Pennsylvania, 2009 
At 11:53 p.m. fire crews were alerted to a vehicle fire by a police dispatcher, who had been alerted by a 
police officer in a patrol car.  While fire crews were en route, the police officer reported that the fire was 
extending to garages next to the vehicle.  After the fire crews began to extinguish the fires in the garages, 
they observed a fire in an adjacent warehouse.  The fire in the warehouse was already large enough to 
overwhelm the initial interior fire attack, so a defensive attack was used.  The fire was under control three 
hours later, but with heavy damage to the building. 
 
The building had heat detectors, but no automatic extinguishing equipment.  Furthermore, the central 
station did not notify the fire department, they contacted the subscriber.  The building and its contents, 
totaling $4 million in value, were destroyed. 
 
Source:  NFPA’s Fire Incident Data Organization (FIDO). 
 


