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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO: NFPA Technical Committee on Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications 
 
FROM: Stacey Van Zandt 
 
DATE: March 3, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: NFPA 1001 ROP TC Circulation Ballot (A2012) 
 
 

The March 1, 2011 date for receipt of the NFPA1001 ROP letter ballot has passed. 
 
The preliminary ROP ballot results are as follows: 
 
30  Members Eligible to Vote  
8  Not Returned (Collier, DeWitt, Friedel, Horvath, Jones, Kirtley, Ogletree, & Thomas) 
 
In accordance with the NFPA Regulations Governing Committee Projects, attached are reasons for 
negative votes for review so you may change your ballot if you wish.  Abstentions and affirmative 
comments are also included.  Ballots received from alternate members are not included unless the 
ballot from the principal member was not received.   
 
If you wish to change your vote, the change must be received at NFPA on or before Thursday, 
March 10, 2011.  Members who have not returned a ballot may do so now. Such changes should be 
sent to Stacey Van Zandt via either e-mail to svanzandt@nfpa.org or via fax to 617-984-7056.  You 
may also mail your ballot to the attention of Stacey Van Zandt at NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, 
Quincy, MA 02169.  
 
The return of ballots is required by the Regulations Governing Committee Projects. 
 
Attachment:  
Circulation Explanation Report 



Circulation Explanation Report for PQU-FFQ   Proposals Thursday, March 3, 2011
Document # 1001

1001-16 4.1 (Log # CP3 )

Negative

Miller, I. This changed was recommended without sufficient documentation.  There were no RFP or comments filed for this
change.  It was done as a committee action without sufficient reasoning to show that the standard was disqualifying firefighters. I feel
that this change was proposed as a personal issue not related to the goals and mission of  protecting firefighters and developing
consensus national standards.  The members of the committee were provided very little time to exam any information, related to the
issue and how this standard affected the fire service overall.  The recommendation was based a was based on personal opinion not
based on FACTS and actual documented information.  This changed should be rejected.  If the 1582 standard was so harmful why is
there no written or scientific evidence to support  the change that was proposed by a single member.  I further believe that by
removing a qualifying standard from a consensus document, we harm the entire process of developing standards by ignoring other
documents that members of our service develop.

Morse, H. I can find no justification for abandoning the established medical fitness requirement for entering firefighter training,
and two good reasons not to: Firefighter health and safety, which would be diminished by this action, and someone, or possibly
someone’s next of kin, sooner or later asking us why we did this.

Wright II, D. I think that candidates should meet the requirements of NFPA 1582 and that there are important
parts of the standard that are omitted by the proposed change. I also think the proposed change is poorly
worded.

1001-27 5.1.2 (Log # 2 )

Negative

Feldman, A. The purpose of using protective clothing is to ensure safety of the Firefighter. The competence
should be to don and doff protective clothing safely and expeditiously, not to don and doff the protective
clothing speedily.

Turno, D. As stated in my proposal, I agree that PPE should be donned promptly but the requirement is not based on any scientific
research. Volunteers are an important part of the fire service and more and more are starting out older in life. Proper wearing of the
PPE is more important then time. The one minute should be in the annex as a benchmark. This is the only standard that requires a
time limit and no where else is a FF required to again show that PPE must be donned in such a timed event. Safety and proper
donning should be our goal.
I too am an instructor and have and continue to see to many good potential firefighters being let go due to this one requirement and

they only missed the time by less than 5 sec. FF do make the minute but have used oversized gear or the PPE is not quite fitting or
secured but they made the one minute. Is this what we wanted? I don't think so.
I apologize that I was not able to make the Committee meeting or conference call due to a workforce restructuring.

1001-38 5.3.1 (Log # 3 )

Negative

Feldman, A. The purpose of using SCBA is to ensure safety of the Firefighter. The competence should be to
don and activate the SCBA safely and expeditiously, not to don and activate the SCBA speedily.

Turno, D. See my Explanation of Negative for 1001-27(Log #2).

1001-123 A.4.1(3) (Log # CP9 )

Negative

Miller, I. See reason in the above section.
As noted above

Morse, H. This is only necessary if we abandon the medical fitness requirement for entering firefighter training, which I think is a
mistake and have voted against.
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