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1. Call to Order – Chair Mick Mayers 

 
2. Introduction of Members and Guests 
 
3. Chair’s Remarks and Purpose of Meeting 
 
4. Review of Minutes from Previous Meeting  
 
5. Committee Procedures – Staff Liaison Tom McGowan 

a. NFPA Codes and Standards Making Process ‐ ROC  
b. ProQual JPR Format  
c. Document Cycle Information  
d. NFPA Updates  

 
6. Review of ROP – Technical Committee  

a. Review of Public Comments and Actions 
b. Committee Comments and Action 

 
7. Adjourn at the Close of Business 
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NFPA 1006 – Professional Qualifications for Technical Rescuers 
ROP Meeting – Baltimore, MD – July 29-30, 2011 

Meeting Minutes 
 
July 29, 2011 – Convene 09:15 
Attendance: 

- Committee Chair: Michael Mayers 
- Secretary: Richard Wright 
- NFPA Liaison: Tom McGowan 
- Attendance Roster: 

o In attendance - Principals 
 Michael Mayers 
 Francis Brennan 
 Michael Carpenter 
 Thomas Connell II 
 Joshua Gillis  
 Richard Karasaki 
 Timothy Kovacs 
 Glenn Mate 
 Jeff Matthews 
 J. Michael McCreary 
 Robert Rhea 
 Brian Rousseau 
 Steven Treinish 
 Charles Wehrli 
 Ernest “Richey” Wright 

o Alternates:  
 Fred Jackson 
 Peter Schecter 

o Conference Call:  
 Ralph DeLuca 

o Visitors: 
 Dale Dittrick – Department of Commerce 
 Pat Furr – The Roco Corporation 
 Pete Gannon – Florida State Fire College and Dive Rescue International 

Call to Order by Committee Chair 
o Moment of silence for fallen brothers and committee associates 

- Introductions 
- Sign-in and Committee Profile Update 
- Note of Gratitude to committee members assisting NFPA with clarifications of the 

document over past two years.  Others assisted that are not specifically mentioned – 
Thanks to all! 

Old Business 
o Accept Previous Minutes 
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New Business 
- NFPA Liaison Introduction and Orientation – Tom McGowan 
- Review – NFPA Codes and Standards – Tom McGowan 
- Review – NFPA JPR Format – Tom McGowan 
- ROP Review 

o All Public Proposals Reviewed 
 Established sub-committees to review relevant Public comments 

 Sub-committee Assignments: 
o Water  
o Collapse  
o Rope Mine/Tunnel  

 General Proposals addressed by entire committee 
 Chapter specific proposals addressed by sub-committees and presented 

to entire committee for action  
o Committee acted on Proposals  
o TIA discussed 

 
Motion to Adjourn – 17:30 

NFPA 1006 – Professional Qualifications for Technical Rescuers 
ROP Meeting – Baltimore, MD – July 29-30, 2011 

Meeting Minutes 
July 30, 2011 
Pre-meeting Presentation 08:15  

- Federal Emergency Management Administration (FEMA) National Incident Management 
System (NIMS) Search and Rescue (SAR) Presentation 

- Orientation Presentation by Timothy Kovacs 
 
Convene 09:35 
Attendance: 

- Committee Chair: Michael Mayers 
- Secretary: Richard Wright 
- NFPA Liaison: Tom McGowan 
- Attendance Roster: 

o In attendance - Principals 
 Michael Mayers 
 Francis Brennan 
 Michael Carpenter 
 Thomas Connell II 
 Joshua Gillis  
 Richard Karasaki 
 Timothy Kovacs 
 Glenn Mate 
 Jeff Matthews 
 J. Michael McCreary 
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 Robert Rhea 
 Brian Rousseau 
 Steven Treinish 
 Charles Wehrli 
 Ernest “Richey” Wright 

o Alternates  
 Fred Jackson 
 Peter Schecter 

o Visitors: 
 Dale Dittrick – Department of Commerce 
 Pat Furr – The Roco Corporation 
 Pete Gannon – Florida State Fire College and Dive Rescue International 

 
Call to Order by Committee Chair 

- Sign-in  
 
New Business – Continued 

- Proposal action Continued 
- Committee Proposals acted on 

 
18:05 Motion to Adjourn - Carried 



Report on Comments  –  November 2012 NFPA 1006
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
1006-     Log #4  PQU-RES

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Christian Grand'Maison, Quebec National Fire Academy

1006-3
Revise text to read as follows:

Rescuers at Levell and Level II shall remain current with technical rescue practices, and applicable standards, and
demonstrate competency on an annual basis.

The scope of a pro qual standard is to establishes the minimum job performance requirements
necessary for fire service and other emergency response personnel. I think that the committee is beyond the scope of
the standard by including an annual mandatory frequency for the competency demonstration.
This topic should be discuss with the NFPA 1670 committee. In fact, the demonstration competency should be written

as a recommendation and not an obligation.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
1006-     Log #5  PQU-RES

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Eric J. Rickenbach, Keystone Fire Company

1006-26
Revise text to read as follows:

As used in this standard, the term vehicle means all passenger cars; light, medium, and heavy-duty
trucks and busses.

In keeping with the proposal to separate vehicles into their own category, a definition of the term
vehicle should be added to narrow the scope and applicability of this chapter to specifically those in the definition. As
noted in the ROC, vehicle rescue is becoming the most technical form of rescue and this chapter should concentrate on
this area specifically.

1Printed on  3/8/2012
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________
1006-     Log #1  PQU-RES

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Donald Cooper, State Fire Marshal, State of Ohio

1006-9
Revise text to read as follows:

Direct a team in the operation of a simple rope mechanical advantage system in a low-angle raising operation,
given rescue personnel, a minimum load haul distance of 3 m (10 ft) a specified minimum travel distance for the load, an
established rope rescue system incorporating a simple rope mechanical advantage system, a load to be moved, and an
anchor system, so that the movement is controlled, a reset is accomplished, the load can be held in place when needed,
operating methods do not stress the system to the point of failure, commands are used to direct the operation, and
potential problems are identified, communicated, and managed.

The specified minimum travel distance will vary based on the response area and the discipline-specific
application. The distance traveled should accurately depict the typical distance which would be experienced by the
person performing the skill and the operational components of the entire system be fully utilized (i.e., commands,
progress capture, reset mechanisms). For example, an appropriate minimum travel distance for a technical rescuer in
the urban/industrial environment for a low-angle raising operation may be 10-20 feet, while the minimum for the
wilderness/cave environment may be considerably more at 30-50 feet.

Direct a team in the operation of a simple rope mechanical advantage system in a high-angle raising operation,
given rescue personnel, an established rope rescue system incorporating a simple rope mechanical advantage system,
a minimum load haul distance of 3 m (10 ft) a specified minimum travel distance for the load, a load to be moved, and
an anchor system, so that the movement is controlled, a reset is accomplished, the load can be held in place when
needed, operating methods do not stress the system to the point of failure, commands are used to direct the operation,
and potential problems are identified, communicated, and managed.

The specified minimum travel distance will vary based on the response area and the discipline-specific
application. The distance traveled should accurately depict the typical distance which would be experienced by the
person performing the skill and the operational components of the entire system be fully utilized (i.e., commands,
progress capture, reset mechanisms). For example, an appropriate minimum travel distance for a technical rescuer in
the urban/industrial environment for a high-angle raising operation may be 10-20 feet. while the minimum for the
wilderness/cave environment may be considerably more at 30-50 feet.

Function as a litter tender in a low-angle lowering or hauling operation, given a rope rescue system, a minimum
lower or haul distance of 6.1 m (20 ft) a specified minimum distance for the litter tender, life safety harnesses, litters,
bridles, and specialized equipment necessary for the environment, so that risks to victims and rescuers are minimized,
the means of attachment to the rope rescue system is secure, and the terrain is negotiated while minimizing risks to
equipment or persons.

The specified minimum travel distance will vary based on the response area and the discipline-specific
application. The distance traveled should accurately depict the typical distance which would be experienced by the
person performing the skill and the operational components of the entire system be fully utilized (i.e. commands,
progress capture, reset mechanisms). For example, an appropriate minimum travel distance for a technical rescuer in
the urban/industrial environment for a low-angle lowering or raising operation may be 10-20 feet, while the minimum for
the wilderness/cave environment may be considerably more at 30-50 feet.

Direct a lowering operation in a low-angle environment, given rescue personnel, an established lowering
system, a minimum load travel distance of 3 m (10 ft) a specified minimum travel distance for the load, and a load to be
moved, so that the movement is controlled, the load can be held in place when needed, operating methods do not stress
the system to the point of failure, rope commands are used to direct the operation, and potential problems are identified,
communicated, and managed.

The specified minimum travel distance will vary based on the response area and the discipline-specific
application. The distance traveled should accurately depict the typical distance which would be experienced by the
person performing the skill and the operational components of the entire system be fully utilized (i.e., commands,
progress capture, reset mechanisms). For example, an appropriate minimum travel distance for a technical rescuer in
the urban/industrial environment for a low-angle lowering operation may be 10-20 feet, while the minimum for the
wilderness/cave environment may be considerably more at 30-50 feet.

Direct a lowering operation in a high-angle environment, given rescue personnel, an established lowering
system, a minimum load travel distance of 3 m (10 ft) a specified minimum travel distance for the load, and a load to be
moved, so that the movement is controlled, the load can be held in place when needed, operating methods do not stress

2Printed on  3/8/2012
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the system to the point of failure, rope commands are used to direct the operation, and potential problems are identified,
communicated, and managed.

The specified minimum travel distance will vary based on the response area and the discipline-specific
application. The distance traveled should accurately depict the typical distance which would be experienced by the
person performing the skill and the operational components of the entire system be fully utilized (i.e., commands,
progress capture, descent control. For example. an appropriate minimum travel distance for a technical rescuer in the
urban/industrial environment for a high-angle raising operation may be 10-20 feet, while the minimum for the
wilderness/cave environment may be considerably more at 30-50 feet.

Direct the operation of a compound rope mechanical advantage system in a high-angle environment, given a
rope rescue system incorporating a compound rope mechanical advantage system and a load to be moved, and a
minimum load haul distance of 6.1 m (20 ft) a specified minimum travel distance for the load, so that a system safety
check is performed; a reset is accomplished, and the movement is controlled; the load can be held in place when
needed; operating methods do not stress the system to the point of failure; operational commands are clearly
communicated; and potential problems are identified, communicated, and managed.

The specified minimum travel distance will vary based on the response area and the discipline-specific
application. The distance traveled should accurately depict the typical distance which would be experienced by the
person performing the skill and the operational components of the entire system be fully utilized (i.e., commands.
progress capture, reset mechanisms). For example. an appropriate minimum travel distance for a technical rescuer in
the urban/industrial environment for a raising operation may be 10-20 feet. while the minimum for the wilderness/cave
environment may be considerably more at 30-50 feet.

Ascend a fixed rope in a high-angle environment, given an anchored fixed rope system, a minimum ascending
distance of 6.1 m (20 ft) a specified minimum distance for the rescuer, a system to allow ascent of a fixed rope, a
structure, a belay system, a life safety harness worn by the person ascending, and personal protective equipment. so
that the person ascending is secured to the fixed rope in a manner that will not allow him or her to fall, the person
ascending is attached to the rope by means of ascent control device(s) with at least two points of contact, injury to the
person ascending is minimized, the person ascending can stop at any point on the fixed rope and rest suspended by his
or her harness, the system will not be stressed to the point of failure, the person ascending can convert his or her
ascending system to a descending system, obstacles are negotiated, the system is suitable for the site, and the
objective is reached.

The specified minimum travel distance will vary based on the response area and the discipline-specific
application, The distance traveled should accurately depict the typical distance which would be experienced by the
person performing the skill. For example, an appropriate minimum travel distance for a technical rescuer in the
urban/industrial environment for ascending rope may be 10-20 feet, while the minimum for the wilderness/cave
environment may be considerably more at 30-50 feet.

Descend a fixed rope in a high-angle environment, given an anchored fixed-rope system, a minimum descent
distance of 6.1 m (20 ft) a specified minimum travel distance for the rescuer, a system to allow descent of a fixed rope, a
belay system, a life safety harness worn by the person descending, and personal protective equipment, so that the
person descending is attached to the fixed rope in a manner that will not allow him or her to fall, the person descending
is attached to the rope by means of a descent control device, the speed of descent is controlled, injury to the person
descending is minimized, the person descending can stop at any point on the fixed rope and rest suspended by his or
her harness, the system will not be stressed to the point of failure, the system is suitable for the site, and the objective is
reached.

The specified minimum travel distance will vary based on the response area and the discipline-specific
application. The distance traveled should accurately depict the typical distance which would be experienced by the
person performing the skill. For example, an appropriate minimum travel distance for a technical rescuer in the
urban/industrial environment for descending a fixed rope system may be 10-20 feet, while the minimum for the
wilderness/cave environment may be considerably more at 30-50 feet.

Move a victim in a high-angle environment, given a rope rescue system, a minimum vertical travel distance of
6.1 m (20 ft) a specified minimum travel distance for the victim, victim transfer devices, and specialized equipment
necessary for the environment, so that risks to victims and rescuers are minimized, undesirable victim movement within
the transfer device is minimized, the means of attachment to the rope rescue system is maintained, the victim is
removed from the hazard, selected specialized equipment facilitates efficient victim movement, and the victim can be
transported to the local EMS provider.

The specified minimum travel distance will vary based on the response area and the discipline-specific
application. The distance traveled should accurately depict the typical distance which would be experienced by the
person performing the skill and the operational components of the entire system be fully utilized (i.e., commands,
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progress capture. reset mechanisms). For example, an appropriate minimum travel distance for a technical rescuer in
the urban/industrial environment for moving a victim with a rope system may be 10-15 feet, while the minimum for the
wilderness/cave environment may be considerably more at 30-50 feet.

Function as a litter tender in a high-angle lowering or hauling operation, given a rope rescue system, a minimum
lower or haul distance of 6.1 m (20 ft) a specified minimum travel distance for the litter tender, life safety harnesses,
litters, bridles, and specialized equipment necessary for the environment, so that risks to victims and rescuers are
minimized, the means of attachment to the rope rescue system is secure, and the terrain is negotiated while minimizing
risks to equipment or persons.

The specified minimum travel distance will vary based on the response area and the discipline-specific
application. The distance traveled should accurately depict the typical distance which would be experienced by the
person performing the skill and the operational components of the entire system be fully utilized (i.e. commands,
progress capture, reset mechanisms). For example, an appropriate minimum travel distance for a technical rescuer in
the urban/industrial environment for a high-angle lowering or hauling operation may be 10-20 feet, while the minimum
for the wilderness/cave environment may be considerably more at 30-50 feet.

This comment is being submitted on behalf of the Technical Committee on Technical Search and
Rescue by the TC Chair, Don Cooper. The Committee believes that a minimum travel distance should be specified, but
recognizes that these minimums vary significantly based on response areas and application. We believe that inclusion
of a requirement to create a "specified minimum distance" within the body of these JPRs and an additional annex item to
clarify the committee's intent would help ensure that technical rescuers are better prepared to perform safely within their
jurisdictional parameters.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
1006-     Log #6  PQU-RES

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Eric J. Rickenbach, Keystone Fire Company

1006-42
Revise text to read as follows:

******Insert Table A.1.3.3 Here******

Revise to reflect the separation of vehicle and machinery and the addition of Chapter 19 (machinery
rescue).
Revisions noted to keep the scope of Chapter 10 solely on vehicles. Other disciplines moved to Chapter 19 as

machinery then becomes the broader and therefore, the more applicable chapter for other disciplines noted.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
1006-     Log #3  PQU-RES

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Christian Grand'Maison, Quebec National Fire Academy

1006-48, 1006-50, 1006-62
Could it be possible to leave out any specific reference to OSHA or Standard 29 CFR?

Thanks for considering this comment.
OSHA regulations (Standard 29 CFR) are not use outside USA. Regarding the fact that NFPA

standards are used by Canada and other countries, instead of mentioning specific regulations, maybe the committee
could write something like "we invite people to use federal, state or provincial health and safety regulation applicable to
this topic"

4Printed on  3/8/2012
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Table A.1.3.3 

Discipline Chapter(s) 

High/low angle 6 

Surface water 11 

Vehicle and machinery 10 

Confined space 7 

Building collapse 9 

Trench 8 

Mines and tunnels 17 

Dive 13 

Wilderness 16 

Caves 18 

Tower 6 

Urban 6, 7, 9 

Industrial 6, 7, 10 19 

Farm 6, 7, 10 19 

Fireground (rapid intervention) 6, 9 

Elevator and escalator 6, 7, 10 19 

Silo 6, 7, 10 19 

Elevated train/subway 6, 7, 10, 17, 19 

Wells/cisterns 6, 7 

Utility vault/switching station 6, 7 

Scaffolding collapse 6, 9 

Tram/gondola/ski lift 6, 10 19 

Elevated crane 6, 10 19 

Shipboard 6, 7, 10 19 

Bridges 6, 11 

Winery tanks 7 

Aircraft 10 19 

Train/light rail 10 19 

Swiftwater 11, 13 

Surf 15 

Ice 14 

Machinery 19 

 




