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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

 
To:  NFPA Correlating Committee on Safety to Life 
  
From:  Elena Carroll, Administrator, Technical Projects 
 
Date:  September 20, 2012 
 
Subject: NFPA 101 Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) No. 1075    

 ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Technical Committee on Health Care Occupancies has been balloted on proposed TIA 1075, 
submitted by Thomas Jaeger, Jaeger and Associates, LLC and endorsed by David Klein, Office 
of the Deputy Under Secretary for Health for Operations and Management, Department of 
Veterans Affairs.  A copy of the proposed TIA and the final results of the TC balloting are 
attached. 
  
This proposed TIA is now being submitted to you for letter ballot.  In addition to being balloted 
on the correlating issues of the proposed TIA, the Committee is also being balloted on whether 
or not this matter is of an emergency nature.  Disagreeing votes are limited to subjects within the 
purview of the CC. Opposition on a strictly technical basis is not sufficient grounds for 
substantiating a disagreement vote. If you do have correlation issues please identify and describe 
your concerns. Please see Section 5 (copy enclosed) regarding the processing of TIAs from the 
NFPA Regulations Governing Committee Projects.   
 
Please complete and return the attached letter ballot to Elena Carroll either via email to 
ecarroll@nfpa.org or via fax to 617-984-7110.  Ballots are due on September 26, 2012. 
 
This proposed TIA 1075 has been published for public comment in the September 7, 2012 issue 
of NFPA News with a Public Comment Closing Date of October 4, 2012.  Any public comments 
received will be circulated to the committee.  The Standards Council will consider the issuance of 
this TIA at their October 29 – 30, 2012 meeting. 
 
 
Note:  Please remember that the return of ballots and attendance at committee meetings are 
required in accordance with the NFPA Regulations Governing Committee Projects. 
 
 
Attachments 
 



Section 5 Tentative Interim Amendments. 
5.1 Preliminary Determination of Compliance. A 
Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) to any Document may 
be processed if the Council Secretary determines, after a 
preliminary review, and consultation with the appropriate 
Chair, that the Amendment appears to be of an emergency 
nature requiring prompt action and has the endorsement of at 
least two Members of the involved TC or TCC. If processed, 
the question of emergency nature shall be considered by the 
TC and TCC. The text of a proposed Tentative Interim 
Amendment may be processed as submitted or may be 
changed, but only with the approval of the submitter. 
5.2 Evaluation of Emergency Nature. Determination of an 
emergency nature shall include but not be limited to one or 
more of the following factors: 

(a) The document contains an error or an omission that 
was overlooked during a regular revision process. 

(b) The document contains a conflict within the document 
or with another NFPA document. 

(c) The proposed TIA intends to correct a previously 
unknown existing hazard. 

(d) The proposed TIA intends to offer to the public a 
benefit that would lessen a recognized (known) hazard or 
ameliorate a continuing dangerous condition or situation. 

(e) The proposed TIA intends to accomplish a recognition 
of an advance in the art of safeguarding property or life 
where an alternative method is not in current use or is 
unavailable to the public. 

(f ) The proposed TIA intends to correct a circumstance in 
which the revised document has resulted in an adverse 
impact on a product or method that was inadvertently 
overlooked in the total revision process, or was without 
adequate technical (safety) justification for the action. 
5.3 Publication of Proposed Tentative Interim 
Amendment. A proposed Tentative Interim Amendment 
that meets the provisions of 5.1 shall be published by the 
Association in appropriate media with a notice that the 
proposed Tentative Interim Amendment has been forwarded 
to the responsible TC and TCC for processing and that 
anyone interested may comment on the proposed Tentative 
Interim Amendment within the time period established and 
published. 
5.4 Technical Committee and Correlating 
Committee Action. 

(a) The proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be 
submitted for ballot and comment of the TC in accordance 
with 3.3.4. The TC shall be separately balloted on both the 
technical merits of the amendment and whether the 
amendment involves an issue of an emergency nature. Such 
balloting shall be completed concurrently with the public 
review period. Any public comments inconsistent with the 
vote of any TC Member shall be circulated to the TC to 
allow votes to be changed. A recommendation for approval 
shall be established if three-fourths of the voting Members 
calculated in accordance with 3.3.4.5 have voted in favor of 
the Tentative Interim Amendment. 

(b) The proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be 
submitted for ballot and comment of the CC, if any, which 
shall make a recommendation to the Council with respect to 
the disposition of the Tentative Interim Amendment. The 
CC shall be separately balloted on both the merits of the 
amendment (as it relates to the CC authority and 

responsibilities in accordance with 3.4.2 and 3.4.3) and 
whether the amendment involves an issue of an emergency 
nature. Any public comments inconsistent with the vote of 
any TC or CC Member shall be circulated to the 28 CC to 
allow votes to be changed. A recommendation for approval 
shall be established if three-fourths of the voting Members 
calculated in accordance with 3.3.4.5 have voted in favor of 
the Tentative Interim Amendment. 

(c) All public comments, ballots, and comments on ballot 
on the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be 
summarized in a staff report and forwarded to the Council 
for action in accordance with 5.5. 
5.5 Action of the Council. The Council shall review the 
material submitted in accordance with 5.4(c), together with 
the record on any Appeals (see 1.6, 1.6.1), and shall take one 
of the following actions: 

(a) Issue the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment 
(b) Issue the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment as 

amended by the Council 
(c) Where acted on concurrently with the issuance of a 

new edition of the Document to which it relates, issue the 
Tentative Interim Amendment as part of the new edition; 

(d) Reject the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment 
(e) Return the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment to 

the TC with appropriate instruction 
(f ) Direct a different action 

5.6 Effective Date of Amendment. Tentative Interim 
Amendments shall become effective 20 days after Council 
issuance unless the President determines, within his or her 
discretion, that the effective date shall be delayed pending 
the consideration of a Petition to the Board of Directors (see 
1.7). The President may also, within his or her discretion, 
refer the matter of a delay in the effective date of the TIA to 
the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors or to the 
Board of Directors. 
5.7 Publication of Amendment. The Association shall 
publish in one of its publications sent or accessible to all 
Members notice of the issuance of each Tentative Interim 
Amendment and may, as appropriate, issue a news release to 
applicable and interested technical journals. The notice and 
any news release shall indicate the tentative character of the 
Tentative Interim Amendment. In any subsequent 
distribution of the Document to which the Tentative Interim 
Amendment applies, the text of the Tentative Interim 
Amendment shall be included in a manner judged most 
feasible to accomplish the desired objectives. 
5.8 Applicability. Tentative Interim Amendments shall 
apply to the document existing at the time of issuance. 
Tentative Interim Amendments issued after the proposal 
closing date shall also apply, where the text of the existing 
document remains unchanged, to the next edition of the 
Document. Tentative Interim Amendments issued 
concurrently with the issuance of a new edition shall apply 
to both the existing and new edition. 
5.9 Subsequent Processing. TC responsible for the 
Document or part of the Document affected shall process the 
subject matter of any Tentative Interim Amendment as a 
proposal for the next edition of the Document (see 3.3). 
5.10 Exception. When the Council authorizes other 
procedures for the processing and/or issuance of Tentative 
Interim Amendments, the provisions of this Section shall not 
apply. 
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NFPA 101-2012 
Life Safety Code® 
TIA Log No.: 1075 
Reference: 18.3.2.5.3(11) – (12), 19.3.2.5.3(11) – (13), related 18.3.4 and 19.3.4 alarm system provisions, and associated 
advisory annex 
Comment Closing Date: October 4, 2012 
Submitter: Thomas Jaeger, Jaeger and Associates, LLC 
 
1. Revise 18.3.2.5.3 (11) – (12), 19.3.2.5.3 (11) – (13), related 18.3.4 and 19.3.4 alarm system provisions, and associated 
advisory annex as follows: 
 
Chapter 18  New Health Care Occupancies Chapter 19  Existing Health Care Occupancies 
18.3.2.5.3*  Within a smoke compartment, where 
residential or commercial cooking equipment is used to 
prepare meals for 30 or fewer persons, one cooking 
facility shall be permitted to be open to the corridor, 
provided that all of the following conditions are met: 
 (1)  The portion of the health care facility served by 
the cooking facility is limited to 30 beds and is separated 
from other portions of the health care facility by a smoke 
barrier constructed in accordance with 18.3.7.3, 18.3.7.6, 
and 18.3.7.8. 
 (2)  The cooktop or range is equipped with a range 
hood of a width at least equal to the width of the cooking 
surface, with grease baffles or other grease-collecting 
and clean-out capability. 
 (3)*  The hood systems have a minimum airflow of 
500 cfm (14,000 L/min). 
 (4)  The hood systems that are not ducted to the 
exterior additionally have a charcoal filter to remove 
smoke and odor. 
 (5)  The cooktop or range complies with all of the 
following: 
(a)  The cooktop or range is protected with a fire 
suppression system listed in accordance with UL 300, 
Standard for Fire Testing of Fire Extinguishing Systems 
for Protection of Commercial Cooking Equipment, or is 
tested and meets all requirements of UL 300A, 
Extinguishing System Units for Residential Range Top 
Cooking Surfaces, in accordance with the applicable 
testing document's scope. 
(b)  A manual release of the extinguishing system is 
provided in accordance with NFPA 96, Standard for 
Ventilation  Control and Fire Protection of Commercial 
Cooking Operations, Section 10.5. 
(c)  An interlock is provided to turn off all sources 
of fuel and electrical power to the cooktop or range 
when the suppression system is activated. 
 (6)*  The use of solid fuel for cooking is prohibited. 
 (7)*  Deep-fat frying is prohibited 
 (8)  Portable fire extinguishers in accordance with 
NFPA 96 are located in all kitchen areas. 
 (9)*  A switch meeting all of the following is 
provided: 
(a)  A locked switch, or a switch located in a 
restricted location, is provided within the cooking 
facility that deactivates the cooktop or range. 
(b)  The switch is used to deactivate the cooktop or 
range whenever the kitchen is not under staff 
supervision. 

19.3.2.5.3*   Within a smoke compartment, where 
residential or commercial cooking equipment is used to 
prepare meals for 30 or fewer persons, one cooking 
facility shall be permitted to be open to the corridor, 
provided that all of the following conditions are met: 
 (1)  The portion of the health care facility served by 
the cooking facility is limited to 30 beds and is 
separated from other portions of the health care facility 
by a smoke barrier constructed in accordance with 
19.3.7.3, 19.3.7.6, and 19.3.7.8. 
 (2)  The cooktop or range is equipped with a range 
hood of a width at least equal to the width of the 
cooking surface, with grease baffles or other grease-
collecting and clean-out capability. 
 (3)*  The hood systems have a minimum airflow of 
500 cfm (14,000 L/min). 
 (4)  The hood systems that are not ducted to the 
exterior additionally have a charcoal filter to remove 
smoke and odor. 
 (5)  The cooktop or range complies with all of the 
following: 
(a)  The cooktop or range is protected with a fire 
suppression system listed in accordance with UL 300, 
Standard for Fire Testing of Fire Extinguishing Systems 
for Protection of Commercial Cooking Equipment, or is 
tested and meets all requirements of UL 300A, 
Extinguishing System Units for Residential Range Top 
Cooking Surfaces, in accordance with the applicable 
testing document's scope. 
(b)  A manual release of the extinguishing system is 
provided in accordance with NFPA 96, Standard for 
Ventilation Control and Fire Protection of Commercial 
Cooking Operations, Section 10.5. 
(c)  An interlock is provided to turn off all sources 
of fuel and electrical power to the cooktop or range 
when the suppression system is activated. 
 (6)*  The use of solid fuel for cooking is prohibited. 
 (7)*  Deep-fat frying is prohibited. 
 (8)  Portable fire extinguishers in accordance with 
NFPA 96 are located in all kitchen areas. 
 (9)*  A switch meeting all of the following is 
provided: 
(a)  A locked switch, or a switch located in a 
restricted location, is provided within the cooking 
facility that deactivates the cooktop or range. 
(b)  The switch is used to deactivate the cooktop or 
range whenever the kitchen is not under staff 
supervision. 
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(c)  The switch is on a timer, not exceeding a 120-
minute capacity, that automatically deactivates the 
cooktop or range, independent of staff action. 
 (10) Procedures for the use, inspection, testing, and 
maintenance of the cooking equipment are in accordance 
with Chapter 11 of NFPA 96 and the manufacturer’s 
instructions and are followed. 
 (11)* Not less than two AC-powered photoelectric 
smoke alarms with battery backup, interconnected in 
accordance with 9.6.2.10.3, and equipped with a silence 
feature, and in accordance with NFPA 72, National Fire 
Alarm and Signaling Code, are located not closer than 
20 ft (6.1 m) and not further than 25 ft (7.6 m) from the 
cooktop or range. 
 (12)* The smoke alarms required by 18.3.2.5.3(11) are 
permitted to be located outside the kitchen area where 
such placement is necessary for compliance with the 20-
ft (7.6-m) minimum distance criterion. 
 (13)* A single system smoke detector is permitted to be 
installed in lieu of the smoke alarms required in 
18.3.2.5.3(11) provided the following criteria are met: 
(a) The detector is located not closer than 20 ft (6.1 m) 
and not further than 25 ft (7.6 m) from the cooktop or 
range. 
(b) The detector is permitted to initiate a local audible 
alarm signal only. 
(c) The detector is not required to initiate a building-
wide occupant notification signal. 
(d) The detector is not required to notify the emergency 
forces. 
(e) The local audible signal initiated by the detector is 
permitted to be silenced and reset by a button on the 
detector or by a switch installed within 10 ft (3.0 m) of 
the system smoke detector. 
  (14) (12)  No System smoke detectors is located less 
than 20 ft (6.1 m) from the cooktop or range that are 
required to be installed in corridors or spaces open to the 
corridor by other sections of this chapter are not used to 
meet the requirements of 18.3.2.5.3(11) and are located 
not closer than 25 ft (7.6 m) to the cooktop or range. 
 
 
 

________ 
 
18.3.4.2.1 Initiation of the required fire alarm systems 
shall be by manual means in accordance with 9.6.2 and 
by means of any required sprinkler system waterflow 
alarms, detection devices, or detection systems, unless 
otherwise permitted by 18.3.4.2.2 and 18.3.4.2.3. 

 
________ 

 
18.3.4.2.3 The system smoke detector installed in 
accordance with 18.3.2.5.3(13) shall not be required to 
initiate the fire alarm system. 

 
 

 
________ 

(c)  The switch is on a timer, not exceeding a 120-
minute capacity, that automatically deactivates the 
cooktop or range, independent of staff action. 
 (10) Procedures for the use, inspection, testing, and 
maintenance of the cooking equipment are in 
accordance with Chapter 11 of NFPA 96 and the 
manufacturer’s instructions and are followed. 
 (11)* Not less than two AC-powered photoelectric 
smoke alarms with battery backup, interconnected in 
accordance with 9.6.2.10.3, and equipped with a silence 
feature, and in accordance with NFPA 72, National Fire 
Alarm and Signaling Code, are located not closer than 
20 ft (6.1 m) and not further than 25 ft (7.6 m) from the 
cooktop or range. 
 (12)* The smoke alarms required by 19.3.2.5.3(11) are 
permitted to be located outside the kitchen area where 
such placement is necessary for compliance with the 20-
ft (7.6-m) minimum distance criterion. 
 (13)* A single system smoke detector is permitted to be 
installed in lieu of the smoke alarms required in 
19.3.2.5.3(11) provided the following criteria are met: 
(a) The detector is located not closer than 20 ft (6.1 m) 
and not further than 25 ft (7.6 m) from the cooktop or 
range. 
(b) The detector is permitted to initiate a local audible 
alarm signal only. 
(c) The detector is not required to initiate a building-
wide occupant notification signal. 
(d) The detector is not required to notify the emergency 
forces. 
(e) The local audible signal initiated by the detector is 
permitted to be silenced and reset by a button on the 
detector or by a switch installed within 10 ft (3.0 m) of 
the system smoke detector. 
  (14) (12)  No System smoke detectors is located less 
than 20 ft (6.1 m) from the cooktop or range that are 
required to be installed in corridors or spaces open to the 
corridor by other sections of this chapter are not used to 
meet the requirements of 19.3.2.5.3(11) and are located 
not closer than 25 ft (7.6 m) to the cooktop or range. 
 (15) (13) The smoke compartment is protected 
throughout by an approved, supervised automatic 
sprinkler system in accordance with Section 9.7. 

________ 
 
19.3.4.2.1 Initiation of the required fire alarm systems 
shall be by manual means in accordance with 9.6.2 and 
by means of any required sprinkler system waterflow 
alarms, detection devices, or detection systems, unless 
otherwise permitted by 19.3.4.2.2 through 19.3.4.2.4 
19.3.4.2.5. 

________ 
 
19.3.4.2.3 The system smoke detector installed in 
accordance with 19.3.2.5.3(13) shall not be required to 
initiate the fire alarm system. 
19.3.4.2.3 19.3.4.2.4 Fixed extinguishing systems 
protecting commercial cooking equipment in kitchens 
that are protected by a complete automatic sprinkler 
system shall not be required to initiate the fire alarm 
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18.3.4.3.1 Occupant Notification. Occupant 
notification shall be accomplished automatically in 
accordance with 9.6.3, unless otherwise modified by the 
following: 
(1) Paragraph 9.6.3.2.3 shall not be permitted to be used. 
(2)*In lieu of audible alarm signals, visible alarm-
indicating appliances shall be permitted to be used in 
critical care areas. 
 
 
 
(3) The provision of 18.3.2.5.3(13)(c) shall be permitted 
to be used. 
 
18.3.4.3.2.1 Fire department Emergency forces 
notification shall be accomplished in accordance with 
9.6.4, except that the provision of 18.3.2.5.3(13)(d) shall 
be permitted to be used. 

_______ 
A.18.3.2.5.3   The intent of 18.3.2.5.3 is to limit the 
number of persons for whom meals are routinely 
prepared to not more than 30. Staff and feeding 
assistants are not included in this number. 
A.18.3.2.5.3(3)   The minimum airflow of 500 cfm 
(14,000 L/m) is intended to require the use of residential 
hood equipment at the higher end of equipment 
capacities. It is also intended to draw a sufficient amount 
of the cooking vapors into the grease baffle and filter 
system to reduce migration beyond the hood. 
A.18.3.2.5.3(6)   The intent of this provision is to limit 
cooking fuel to gas or electricity. The prohibition of 
solid fuels for cooking is not intended to prohibit 
charcoal grilling on grills located outside the facility. 
A.18.3.2.5.3(7)   Deep-fat frying is defined as a cooking 
method that involves fully immersing food in hot oil. 
A.18.3.2.5.3(9)   The intent of this requirement is that 
the fuel source for the cooktop or range is to be turned 
on only when staff is present or aware that the kitchen is 
being used. The timer function is meant to provide an 
additional safeguard if the staff forgets to deactivate the 
cooktop or range. If a cooking activity lasts longer than 
120 minutes, the timer would be required to be manually 
reset.  
A.18.3.2.5.3(11)   Protection of the cooktop or range is 
accomplished by the sprinklers that are required in the 
space and the required cooktop hood fire suppression 
system.  The smoke alarms are intended to notify staff 
who might not be in the immediate area.  The intent of 
requiring smoke alarms instead of smoke detectors is to 
prevent false alarms from initiating the building fire 
alarm system and notifying the fire department. Smoke 
alarms should be maintained a minimum of 20 ft (6.1 m) 
away from the cooktop or range as studies have shown 
this distance to be the threshold for significantly 

system. 
19.3.4.2.4  19.3.4.2.5 Detectors required by 19.7.5.3 and 
19.7.5.5 shall not be required to initiate the fire alarm 
system. 

________ 
 
19.3.4.3.1 Occupant Notification. Occupant 
notification shall be accomplished automatically in 
accordance with 9.6.3, unless otherwise modified by the 
following: 
(1)*In lieu of audible alarm signals, visible alarm-
indicating appliances shall be permitted to be used in 
critical care areas. 
(2) Where visual devices have been installed in patient 
sleeping areas in place of an audible alarm, they shall be 
permitted where approved by the authority having 
jurisdiction. 
(3) The provision of 19.3.2.5.3(13)(c) shall be permitted 
to be used. 
 
19.3.4.3.2.1 Fire department  Emergency forces 
notification shall be accomplished in accordance with 
9.6.4, except that the provision of 19.3.2.5.3(13)(d) shall 
be permitted to be used. 

_______ 
A.19.3.2.5.3   The intent of 19.3.2.5.3 is to limit the 
number of persons for whom meals are routinely 
prepared to not more than 30. Staff and feeding 
assistants are not included in this number. 
A.19.3.2.5.3(3) The minimum airflow of 500 cfm 
(14,000 L/m) is intended to require the use of residential 
hood equipment at the higher end of equipment 
capacities. It is also intended to draw a sufficient 
amount of the cooking vapors into the grease baffle and 
filter system to reduce migration beyond the hood. 
A.19.3.2.5.3(6)   The intent of this provision is to limit 
cooking fuel to gas or electricity. The prohibition of 
solid fuels for cooking is not intended to prohibit 
charcoal grilling on grills located outside the facility. 
A.19.3.2.5.3(7)   Deep-fat frying is defined as a cooking 
method that involves fully immersing food in hot oil. 
A.19.3.2.5.3(9)   The intent of this requirement is that 
the fuel source for the cooktop or range is to be turned 
on only when staff is present or aware that the kitchen is 
being used. The timer function is meant to provide an 
additional safeguard if the staff forgets to deactivate the 
cooktop or range. If a cooking activity lasts longer than 
120 minutes, the timer would be required to be manually 
reset. 
A.19.3.2.5.3(11)   Protection of the cooktop or range is 
accomplished by the sprinklers that are required in the 
space and the required cooktop hood fire suppression 
system.  The smoke alarms are intended to notify staff 
who might not be in the immediate area. The intent of 
requiring smoke alarms, instead of smoke detectors is to 
prevent false alarms from initiating the building fire 
alarm system and notifying the fire department. Smoke 
alarms should be maintained a minimum of 20 ft (6.1 m) 
away from the cooktop or range as studies have shown 
this distance to be the threshold for significantly 
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reducing false nuisance alarms caused by cooking. The 
intent of the interconnected smoke alarms, with silence 
feature, is that while the devices would alert staff 
members to a potential problem, if it is a false nuisance 
alarm, the staff members can use the silence feature 
instead of disabling the alarm. The referenced study 
indicates that nuisance alarms are reduced with 
photoelectric smoke alarms. Providing two, 
interconnected alarms provides a safety factor since they 
are not electrically supervised by the the fire alarm 
system. (Smoke Alarms – Pilot Study of Nuisance 
Alarms Associated with Cooking) 
A.18.3.2.5.3(12)   The provision of 18.3.2.5.3(12) 
recognizes that it is more important to maintain the 20-ft 
(6.1-m) minimum spacing criterion between the smoke 
alarm and the cooktop or range, to minimize nuisance 
alarms, than to assure that the smoke alarm is located 
within the kitchen area itself.  
A.18.3.2.5.3(13) The requirements of 18.3.2.5.3(13) are 
intended to allow the local staff to silence and reset the 
system smoke detector without the assistance of the 
engineering or maintenance personnel. This provision is 
not intended to require the system smoke detector to 
initiate a building-wide occupant alarm signal or to 
notify the emergency forces. 

reducing false nuisance alarms caused by cooking. The 
intent of the interconnected smoke alarms, with silence 
feature, is that while the devices would alert staff 
members to a potential problem, if it is a false nuisance 
alarm, the staff members can use the silence feature 
instead of disabling the alarm. The referenced study 
indicates that nuisance alarms are reduced with 
photoelectric smoke alarms. Providing two, 
interconnected alarms provides a safety factor since they 
are not electrically supervised by the the fire alarm 
system. (Smoke Alarms – Pilot Study of Nuisance 
Alarms Associated with Cooking) 
A.19.3.2.5.3(12)   The provision of 19.3.2.5.3(12) 
recognizes that it is more important to maintain the 20-ft 
(6.1-m) minimum spacing criterion between the smoke 
alarm and the cooktop or range, to minimize nuisance 
alarms, than to assure that the smoke alarm is located 
within the kitchen area itself.  
A.19.3.2.5.3(13)    The requirements of 19.3.2.5.3(13) 
are intended to allow the local staff to silence and reset 
the system smoke detector without the assistance of the 
engineering or maintenance personnel. This provision is 
not intended to require the system smoke detector to 
initiate a building-wide occupant alarm signal or to 
notify the emergency forces. 
 

 
 
Submitter’s Substantiation: The new language clarifies the requirements related to the use of smoke alarms as well as 
system smoke detectors.  The original language contained a requirement to install smoke alarms a minimum of 20 feet away 
from the cooktop or range, but there was no limit on the maximum distance the smoke alarms could be located from the 
cooktop or range.  The new language clarifies that the smoke alarms are to be installed at a distance not less than 20 feet and 
not more than 25 feet from the cooktop or range.  It also clarifies that the smoke alarms are permitted to be located outside of 
the kitchen area to meet the 20 foot minimum distance criterion. The optional use of a single system smoke detector to satisfy 
the requirement for two smoke alarms is permitted since supervision is provided for the system detector, and not necessarily 
for the smoke alarms. 
  The provision of 18/19.3.2.5.3(12) recognizes that it is more important to maintain the 20-ft (6.1-m) minimum distance 
criterion between the smoke alarm and the cooktop or range, to minimize nuisance alarms, than to assure that the smoke 
alarm is located within the kitchen area itself.  The smoke alarms are intended to notify staff who might not be in the 
immediate area.  The use of smoke alarms, instead of system smoke detectors, is intended to reduce the number of nuisance 
alarms that would initiate the building fire alarm system and notify the fire department. 
  The new language also clarifies that smoke alarms are to be located closer to the cooktop or range than system smoke 
detectors when system smoke detectors are installed.  The provision of 18/19.3.2.5.3(13) clarifies that there is a minimum 
distance criterion of 25 feet that applies to all system smoke detectors.  In addition, the Annex clarifies that it is not the intent 
to impose the 25 foot minimum distance on system smoke detectors located in a space that is separated from the cooktop or 
range by walls and a door (i.e., located in a different room). 
 
Emergency Nature: The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has issued a policy (S & C Letter 12-21-LSC 
Dated March 9, 2012) immediately considering waivers to permit the use of certain requirements of the 2012 edition of the 
Life Safety Code (LSC). One of 2012 LSC requirements that has been waived is the open kitchen to the corridor. This is an 
interim step by CMS to allow the construction of “household units” prior to the adoption of the 2012 LSC by CMS. CMS is 
in the process of adopting the 2012 Life Safety Code and the estimate for final adoption is the end of 2013 or beginning of 
2014. 
  The changes in the proposed TIA are needed to implement CMS’s policy to immediately allow open kitchens that comply 
with the 2012 LSC.  The TIA puts back in the 2012 LSC the language the Technical Committee developed and approved for 
the 2012 LSC at the comment period that brings attention to the fact that the 20 foot clearance requirement for smoke alarms 
from cooktops or ranges is permitted to fall outside the kitchen area.  This necessary guidance to designers and AHJ’s was 
lost when the LSC was amended due to the acceptance of a NITMAM that was not intended to cause the loss of the item.   
The publication of this TIA would allow CMS to include the needed modified language into the federal rule making process 
for the adoption of the 2012 LSC.  
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MEMORANDUM 
 

 
TO:            NFPA Technical Committee on Health Care Occupancies 
 
FROM:       Elena Carroll, Administrator, Technical Projects 
 
DATE:       September 20, 2012 
 
SUBJ:        NFPA 101 Proposed TIA No. 1075 FINAL TC BALLOT RESULTS  
__________________________________________________________________________________  
According to 5.4 in the NFPA Regs, the final results show this TIA HAS achieved the ¾ majority 
vote needed on both Question 1 (Technical Merit) and Question 2 (Emergency Nature). 
 
29  Eligible to Vote  
4  Not Returned (Dewar, Epstein, Fishbeck and Furdell) 
 
Technical Merit:  Emergency Nature: 
0 Abstentions  1 Abstentions (Rickard) 
25 Agree  23 Agree 
0 Disagree  1 Disagree (Dannaway) 
 
There are two criteria necessary to pass ballot [(1) affirmative ¾vote and (2) simple majority] with 
both questions needed to pass ballot in order to recommend that the Standards Council issues this 
TIA. 
 
(1) The number of affirmative votes needed is as follows: 

Technical Merit: (29 eligible to vote - 4 not returned - 0 abstentions = 25 × 0.75 = 18.75) = 19 
Emergency Nature: (29 eligible to vote - 4 not returned - 1 abstentions = 24 × 0.75 = 18) = 18 

 
(2) In all cases, an affirmative vote of at least a simple majority of the total membership eligible to 

vote is required. This is the calculation for simple majority: 
[29 eligible ÷ 2 = 14.5 = (15)] 

 
Final ballot comments are attached for your review.  Ballots received from alternate members are not 
included, unless the ballot from the principal member was not received. 
 
Attachments 
  



TECHNICAL COMMITTEE LETTER BALLOT 
PROPOSED TENTATIVE INTERIM AMENDMENT LOG NO. 1075 

To Revise 18.3.2.5.3 (11) – (12), 19.3.2.5.3 (11) – (13), related 18.3.4 and 19.3.4 alarm system 
provisions, and associated advisory annex of the 2012 Edition of NFPA 101, 

Life Safety Code® 
 

Question 1: I agree with the TECHNICAL MERITS of the Proposed TIA to revise 18.3.2.5.3 
(11) – (12), 19.3.2.5.3 (11) – (13), related 18.3.4 and 19.3.4 alarm system provisions, and 
associated advisory annex.  
 
_______X_____ AGREE ____________ DISAGREE*  ____________ ABSTAIN* 
 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE - Please type or print your comments: 
 
*An explanation must accompany a disagreement or abstaining position. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Question 2: I agree that the subject is of an EMERGENCY NATURE.  
 
____________ AGREE _____X_______ DISAGREE*  ____________ ABSTAIN* 
 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE - Please type or print your comments: 
 
*An explanation must accompany a disagreement or abstaining position. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_It appears to me that CMS can implement this policy without a TIA and the 

justification for emergency nature does not meet any of the evaluation factors.   
 

 ________________________________ 
Signature 
 
Samuel S. Dannaway, PE 
Name (Please Print) 
 
13 September 2012 
Date 
 
Please return the ballot on or before September 14, 2012. 
 
PLEASE RETURN TO: 
Elena Carroll, Administrator, Technical Projects 
NFPA 
1 Batterymarch Park 
Quincy, MA 02169  FAX: (617) 984-7110  E-mail: ecarroll@nfpa.org 




