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MINUTES 

NFPA Life Safety Technical Committee on Alternative Approaches 
September 14, 2011 ROC Teleconference Meeting 

 
  

1. Call to Order. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Joe Versteeg at 10:00 a.m. on September 14, 
2011 via teleconference. 
 

2. Introduction of Teleconference Participants. 
 

The following Committee Members were in attendance. 
 
Technical Committee Members Present: 
 
NAME REPRESENTING 
  
Joe Versteeg, Chair Versteeg Associates 

Rep. Fairfield Connecticut Fire Marshal’s 
Office 
 

Ron Coté, Nonvoting Secretary NFPA Staff 
  
Wayne (Chip) Carson, Principal Carson Associates, Inc. 
  
Michael Edwards, Principal US Architect of the Capitol 
  
Henry Kowalenko, Principal Illinois Department of Public Health 
  
Peter Larrimer, Principal US Department of Veterans Affairs 
  
Eric Rosenbaum, Principal Hughes Associates, Inc. 
  
Alesky Szachnowicz, Principal Anne Arundel County Public Schools 
  



SAF‐ALS 9/2011 ‐ ROC Meeting Minutes / Page 2 of 4 
 

Victoria Valentine, Principal National Fire Sprinkler Association, Inc. 
 
Technical Committee Members Not Present: 
 
NAME REPRESENTING 
  
Chad Beebe, Principal American Society for Healthcare 

Engineering 
  
Jonathan Humble, Principal American Iron and Steel Institute 
  
William Koffel, Principal Koffel Associates, Inc. 
  
John (Jack) Watts, Principal Fire Safety Institute 

 
3. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes. 

 
The minutes of the December 13, 2010 meeting were approved as written and distributed. 

 

4. Consistency in Use of Words Floors and Stories. 
 
Task group chair Chip Carson reported. There are approximately sixteen occurrences of 
the words floor and story in NFPA 101A. The word floor is not defined, even in the 
NFPA Glossary of Terms. The word story is defined. It appears that 5-6 occurrences of 
floor could be changed to story. The current mix of terms is not an important user issue 
requiring an immediate fix. Chip advised that he would write up his findings so the 
subject can be addressed during the next revision cycle. 
 
Retain on agenda.  
 

5. FSES Conclusions Worksheet. 
 
Task group chair Alex Szachnowicz reported. The committee agreed to offer a third 
alternative to the conclusions worksheets to address “Not Met” conditions that are 
evaluated and mitigated to the satisfaction of the AHJ. See the seven related committee 
comments (Comments 101A-6 through 101-12) in the ROC letter ballot, including the 
Substantiation as it documents the committee’s reasoning. 

6. Smoke Detectors and Alarms. 
 
Task group chair Pete Larrimer reported. Pete’s written report details the many 
occurrences where changes are needed in NFPA 101A so as to use terminology related to 
smoke detectors and smoke alarms as done in current NFPA 72. The committee was not 
prepared to judge the effect of some of the proposed changes during the short ROC 
meeting. It was agreed that changes need not be made for this revision cycle. 
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The task group was expanded to include Pete Larrimer – Chair, Chip Carson, Henry 
Kowalenko, and Ed Budnick (corresponding member, as available). 
 
Retain on agenda. 
 

7. Construction Safety Parameter for Health Care Occupancies FSES. 
 
Pete Larrimer described how Worksheet 4.7.6 Safety Parameter 1 Construction assesses 
significantly greater negative parameter values, for a given building construction type, as 
the floor of the zone rises within the building. Pete questioned how the minor “fixes” that 
it takes to overcome small negative parameter values on a lower floor do anything to 
make it safe to keep-in-place occupants of upper floors if the fire is on a lower floor (i.e., 
collapse concerns).  
 
The committee agreed that Pete’s concern is a valid issue. Pete will serve as a task group 
of one. He was asked to arrange through staff for a committee teleconference when he 
has enough material to make a teleconference worthwhile. 

Retain on agenda. 
 

8. Revalidation of Various FSES. 
 
The committee expressed it concerns that the FSESs might have morphed into something 
that deviates from the intent of the originators (Nelson, Shibe, et al). Sprinklers are now 
mandatory for most new construction and retroactively required in many existing cases 
by NFPA 101. The addition of sprinklers was often used to offset deficiencies in years 
past. The committee questioned whether features that are added to offset negative 
parameter values in the current FSESs are truly achieving fire safety. There is agreement 
that the equivalency system needs to be (re)validated. 
 
A motion carried by unanimous vote to submit a request to the Fire Protection Research 
Foundation (FPRF) to begin (1) a validation study, and (2) identify hospitals that were 
built in compliance with NFPA 101-2000 and evaluate them against the FSES of NFPA 
101A-2013. Chair Joe Versteeg agreed to draft an FPRF request. Committee members 
will review the request prior to submittal to FPRF. 
 
Retain on agenda. 
 

9. Updating of NFPA 101 Referenced Paragraph Numbers in NFPA 101A. 
 
The committee agreed to create a committee comment to move forward the revisions 
identified by staff as needed for NFPA 101A-2013 to reference the correct paragraph 
numbers from NFPA 101-2012. See Comment 101A-1 in the ROC letter ballot. 
 

10. NFPA 101A ROC Preparation. 
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The committee acted on the four public comments; and drafted eight committee 
comments (as addressed above in minutes items 5 and 9). See the ROC letter ballot. 
 

11. Other Business 
 
The subjects of public comments Log #3 and Log #4 were discussed. A task group was 
formed consisting of Henry Kowalenko – Chair, Chip Carson and Pete Larrimer. The 
task group is named: Evaluation of Over-Sized Suites and Vertical Opening Protection of 
HVAC Penetrations. 
 
Retain on Agenda. 

 
12. Future Meetings. 

 
Chair Joe Versteeg expressed willingness to call a pre-ROP meeting if controversy is 
expected that might not be able to be handled in the time frame of a typical ROP meeting. 
He asked committee members to notify him of issues as they arise. 

 
13. Adjournment. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:25 p.m. 

 
 
Minutes prepared by Ron Coté and Linda MacKay 
 

 


