
 

 

  
 
 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON PYROTECHNICS 
 
TO:  TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON PYROTECHNICS 
FROM: Nancy Pearce, Staff Liaison 
DATE:  November 5, 2012 
SUBJ:  Minutes of November 1-2, 2012 ROC Meeting – Nashville, TN 
 
 I. Attendance: 

Members and Alternates: 
Rachel Robbins, Chair, Natural Resources Canada, Explosives Regulatory Division, ON 
Kenneth Kosanke, Secretary, PyroLabs, Incorporated, CO 
 
Richard Bowes, Natural Resources Canada, CERL/CANMET, ON * 
Gary Brown, Pyro Spectaculars, Inc., CA  
Anthony Cesaroni, Cesaroni Technology Inc, FL* 
John Conkling, MD 
Glenn A. Dean, Virginia Department of Fire Programs, representing IFMA, VA 
Garry Hanson, Precocious Pyrotechnics, MN 
Jerald Farley, American Promotional Events, Inc., WA  
H. Stephen Frantz, Atlas Enterprises, Inc., TX 
Julie Heckman, American Pyrotechnics Association, MD 
Lansden Hill, E.E. Hill & Son, Inc, TN 
John Kitchens, LA Fire Department, CA* 
Bonnie Kosanke, Journal of Pyrotechnics, Inc., CO 
Stephen Lubliner, AZ 
Daryl Marmon, Wald-All American Fireworks, Pyrotechnics Guild International, Inc., KS 
J. Patrick Miller, National Association of Rocketry, TX 
Daniel Peart, B.J. Alan Company, OH 
Mary Roberts, Estes Industries, CO* 
Gary Rosenfield, RCS Rocket Motor Components, Inc, UT 
Brennan Phillips, US Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, & Explosives, WA 
Gregg Smith, American Pyrotechnics Association, PA* 
John Steinberg, Pyrotechnics Guild International, Inc., MD 
Bill Stine, Quest Aerospace, CO 
Lawrence T. Weinman, Schneier-Weinman Consultants, TX 
Christopher Weir, Intl Association Fire Chiefs, FL 
Gerard Wingard, American Fireworks Standards Lab, SC 
Guy R. Colonna, NFPA, Staff Liaison 
Nancy Pearce, NFPA, Staff Liaison 
 
*Participated via Live Meeting 



Guests: 
 
James Beardmore, Pyrotechnics Guild International  
Rachael Gunaratnam, Chemical Safety Board, 
Amanda Johnson, Chemical Safety Board,  
William B. Koffel, Koffel Associates, MD (didn’t sign in) 
Ruth Newhouse, Pyrotechnics Guild International 
Raechelle Speaker, BJ Alan Company, OH 
Dan Tillema, Chemical Safety Board 
Chuck Treleaven, Clean Harbors,  
Charles Walker, American Promotional Events,  
 
 
II. Minutes of Meeting: 
 
 
1. Call to Order. The meeting was called to order at 8:30 AM by Committee Chair Rachel Robbins. 
 
2. Welcome. Attendees and guests introduced themselves and their affiliation and were asked to sign in and 

update the Committee roster. In addition to those attending the meeting in person, several members 
participated in the meeting via the web and conference call.  The Chair indicated that the agenda included 4 
Public comments as well as possible Committee comments that would need to be processed over the next two 
days.  The Chair also asked those attending the meeting whether there were additional agenda items to be 
considered.  A committee member requested the addition of an agenda item discussion about the 
nomenclature used for the new documents PYR 1128 and PYR 1129 so this was added to the agenda.    

 
3. Minutes Approval. A vote was taken and the minutes of the following meetings were accepted without 

amendment.    
 

a)  ROP meeting Jan 25-26, 2012 Grapevine, TX 
b)  ROP Live meeting Feb 15, 2012 
c)  Conference Call May 16, 2012 

 
4. Report of Committee Chair. Rachel Robbins reviewed several pyrotechnic document actions that had 

occurred since the Committee last met in Dallas in January.   The TIA related to generators and Class 1fuels 
was processed and balloted thereby amending NFPA 1124.   An editorial error on NFPA 1127 was corrected by 
issuance of an errata.  The August Standards Council decision in which The Committee was asked to process a 
TIA incorporating provisions derived from data from full scale fire tests for sprinkler design criteria as specified 
in the Research Foundation sprinkler project was reviewed with the Committee. The testing and TIA would 
need to be completed in time for the August 2013 Standards Council meeting. Rachel explained that a letter of 
appeal had been filed by APA shortly after the decision asking for a time extension to complete the work 
required by the August Council Decision.   More recently, a letter had been sent to the Standards Council by 
Bill Koffel, as code consultant to APA, asking for approval of an alternative test strategy other than the 
Research Foundation plan.   This plan would be submitted to the Sprinkler committee at their next scheduled 
meeting in July 2013 and testing would begin prior to the August Standards Council meeting, but would not be 
completed by that time, therefore an extension would still be necessary.   It was noted that the Standards 
Council meeting had taken place earlier in the week (Oct 29-30).   Initially the Committee decided to form an 
impromptu task group to develop a response to the various possible standards council decisions.  Time was 
allotted for the task group to meet later in the day.    Ultimately the task group decided that it would be best 
to wait for the decision before proceeding further.  A conference call to discuss the Council decision will be 
held on Friday November 9th, if the decision is available publicly by that date.  

 
  

5. Report of NFPA Staff Liaison. Nancy Pearce gave general information on procedures to be followed 
during the ROC meeting in an opening PowerPoint presentation.  The presentation included introductory 
material explaining the new process that would be used during future document revisions.  As requested, a 
link to the new process is provided    http://www.nfpa.org/newprocess 

 
The presentation included a timeline for upcoming revisions of the pyrotechnics documents.  It was noted that 
the new documents PYR 1128 and PYR 1129 had been placed in a three year revision cycle by default.  After 
discussion with the Committee it was decided that staff would request that these two documents be moved to 
the Annual 2016 revision cycle to coincide with the revision of NFPA 1124 since the two documents are 

http://www.nfpa.org/newprocess


referenced within NFPA 1124.   An email was sent to Standards and it was later confirmed that the two 
document revision cycles would be extended to coincide with the next revision of NFPA 1124 (Annual 2016).        

 
6.      Report from Ballistics Task Group. The Ballistics task group had two assignments 1) review of separation 

distance requirements for displays involving angled mortars or elevated firing sites and 2) mortar rack 
placement, construction, and stability. Gary Brown, TG Chair, explained that the task group had worked 
primarily on the first item and had struggled to move the proposal related to angled mortars and elevated 
firing sites forward.  A proposal had been drafted previously by the Task group and had been rejected at the 
ROP stage with the intention of soliciting public comments to move the proposal forward.    Gary explained 
that despite numerous conference calls, the group continued to struggle with two main issues.  First, they did 
not fully understand the data provided and the underlying assumptions for the data.   Second, the concern 
had been raised that the release of specific ballistics data could possibly create a security concern.  Gary 
indicated that no additional comments had been made other than a general comment (Log #4) indicating that 
the submitter felt that this type of data should be part of the standard.   Gary also explained that the task 
group was considering developing a Code Fund project that may be able to sort through the existing data and 
perhaps provide it to the task group in a more simplified manner so as not to create a complicated set of 
requirements for the AHJs.   

 
 It was decided that the task group would meet for several hours on the afternoon of Day 1 to once again 

review the ballistics data and try to move at least some components of the proposal forward for incorporation 
into this revision of NFPA 1123.   The Task Group was able to develop a draft that they submitted to the full 
committee for review and is now included as CC #1. 

  
 
7.  NFPA 1123 Report on Comments. Four public comments were received and were processed by the 

Committee.  In addition, the Committee developed three comments that were discussed and voted on.   
 
  
8.   Pyrotechnic Waste Disposal. Amanda Johnson and Dan Tillema from the CSB presented a summary of the 

fireworks disposal incident in Hawaii that had killed five workers in April 2011.  The CSB also provided a brief 
summary of a fireworks disposal incident that occurred in Lansing, Kansas that killed one person.  Brennan 
Phillips, Committee member from ATF had also been involved with these incidents and provided additional 
information on ATF’s involvement in those accidents.   CSB is in the final stages of releasing their report with 
recommendations that will include possible revisions to NFPA Standards.   CSB is asking for the committee’s 
input on their proposed recommendations to NFPA within the next 30 days.     

 
Charles Treleaven from Clean Harbors had also been asked to provide information to the Committee about the 
types of procedures used by the Clean Harbors explosives and fireworks disposal facility in Louisiana.   Mr. 
Treleaven offered to assist with task group work if needed.     
 
Following is a list of the current Task Group members including the addition of several new volunteers:   
 
Gregg Smith- Task Group Leader 
Gary Brown 
Garry Hanson 
Daryl Marmon 
John Steinberg 
Jerry Farley 
Marge Yarbrough 
Brennan Phillips 
Tad Trout 
Ken Kosanke 
Bonnie Kosanke 
Christopher Weir 
Glenn Dean 
Rachel Robbins 
Jim Beardmore-Pyrotechnics Guild (non-committee member) 
Ruth Newhouse- Pyrotechnics Guild (non-committee member) 
Chuck Treleaven-Clean Harbors (non-committee member) 
Fern Stones-OSHA (non-committee member) 

 
 A conference call is currently scheduled for Nov 16th  at 2 PM EDT. 
 
 
 



9.   Dense Packed Trailers- The issue of dense packed trailers and possible incorporation of requirements into 
NFPA 1123 during the next revision cycle had been brought up to the Committee in a May 2012 conference 
call.   At that point the discussion was tabled until the Nashville meeting.   This issue had been brought to the 
attention of the Committee several times over the past few years and staff had recently received a call from 
an AHJ in Arizona, where a dense packed trailer incident had occurred, asking if NFPA had any standards 
related to dense packed trailers.    The AHJ indicated that he had recently been in touch with Mr. Chris Wyman 
from the NH Fire Marshal’s office and that NH was the only state that he knew of that currently had any 
regulation on this type of setup.    

 
 Chris Wyman joined the Committee meeting by conference call and provided a summary of the accidents that 

he knew that were related to dense packed trailers and explained why NH decided to develop a regulation.   
He indicated that the two issues related to dense pack in NH really had to do more with fires than with the 
dense pack itself.  There was, however, an incident in Phoenix involving dense pack trailers where the trailer 
reportedly came apart and mortars were fired into the crowd.   Chris indicated that NH requires that an 
engineer sign off on the design specifications and engineered drawings for the trailer.  Chris indicated that he 
would see if the engineer that has been most involved in these designs would be willing to talk with the group 
and will try to obtain specifications from the engineer for the trailers approved for use in NH.    

 
 It was decided that the existing task group dealing with ballistics and mortar racks would look into the issue of 

dense packed trailers.  The Task Group is asked to decide  
 

a) Is this an issue of concern? 
b) If yes, then the TG should draft requirements to bring to the Committee for the next revision cycle.   

     
 Current Task Group Members:  Same as Ballistics and Mortar Rack Task Group listed below.  In addition the 

following individuals have agreed to work specifically on the issue of dense packed trailers within this  task 
group: 

  
 Chris Wyman, NH Fire Marshal’s office (non-committee member) 
 Engineer from NH (to be determined) 
 
10. Old Business.  Now that the Task Group on Ballistics and Mortar Racks has developed requirements related 

to angled mortars and elevated platforms to be incorporated into NFPA 1123, the group will refocus on the 
mortar rack issue.  (Note that this task group will also be addressing the issue of dense packed trailers) 

   
Current Task Group Members:  
 
Gary Brown-Chair 
Jim Beardmore 
Glenn Dean 
Steve Frantz 
Phil Grucci 
Ed Kaminski 
Ken Kosanke 
Bonnie Kosanke 
Josh Lazarus  
Stephen Lubliner 
Daryl Marmon 
Brennan Phillips 
Rachel Robbins 
John Steinberg  
Larry Weinman 

 
11. New Business.  Guy Colonna explained the reason for the nomenclature used in the new PYR 1128 and PYR 

1129 documents.   He indicated that since these two new documents were related to actual “products”, that 
NFPA management wanted to be sure that “NFPA” did not appear on any labels for covered fuses or flame 
breaks since this may imply that they were endorsed by the NFPA.  Guy explained that as long as the 
documents had a title with letters and numbers in accordance with the ANSI standards, that they could be 
named whatever the Standards Development Organization decided.    

 
 ROC Ballot.  A motion was made to prepare the ROC ballot and the committee voted to ask Staff to prepare 

the ballot.    
 
12. Adjournment.  The Committee Chair thanked the Committee for their perseverance and hard work.  The 

meeting was adjourned on Day 2 of the meeting (November 2) at 2:45 PM. 
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