
 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON PYROTECHNICS 
 

TO:  TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON PYROTECHNICS 

FROM: G. R. Colonna, Staff Liaison 

DATE:  February 3, 2012 

SUBJ:  Minutes of January 25 – 26, 2012 ROP Meeting – Grapevine, TX 

 
 I. Attendance: 

Members and Alternates: 

Rachel Robbins, Chair, Natural Resources Canada, Explosives Regulatory Division, ON 
Kenneth Kosanke, Secretary, PyroLabs, Incorporated, CO 
 
Gregory Altland, City of York Fire/Rescue Services, PA 
Richard Bowes, Natural Resources Canada, CERL/CANMET, ON * 
Gary Brown, Pyro Spectaculars, Inc., CA  
John Conkling, MD 
Randall W. A. Davidson, Risk International & Associates, Inc., CO 
Glenn A. Dean, Virginia Department of Fire Programs, representing IFMA, VA* 
Jerald Farley, American Promotional Events, Inc., WA 
Julie Heckman, American Pyrotechnics Association, MD 
Lansden Hill, E.E. Hill & Son, Inc, TN 
Edward Kaminski, Clark County Fire Department, NV 
Bonnie Kosanke, Journal of Pyrotechnics, Inc., CO 
Joshua Lazarus, State of New Jersey, SFM Office, NJ* 
Daryl Marmon, Wald-All American Fireworks, Pyrotechnics Guild International, Inc., KS 
J. Patrick Miller, National Association of Rocketry, TX 
Daniel Peart, B.J. Alan Company, OH 
Mary Roberts, Estes Industries, CO 
John Rogers, American Fireworks Standards Laboratory, MD 
Gary Rosenfield, RCS Rocket Motor Components, Inc, UT 
David Shatzer, US Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, & Explosives, DC 
Gregg Smith, American Pyrotechnics Association, PA* 
John Steinberg, Pyrotechnics Guild International, Inc., MD 
Tad Trout, American Promotional Events, Inc., CA 
Lawrence T. Weinman, Schneier-Weinman Consultants, TX 
Guy R. Colonna, NFPA, Staff Liaison 
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Nancy Pearce, NFPA, Staff Liaison 
*Participated via Live Meeting 
 

Guests: 

H. Stephen Frantz, Atlas Enterprises, Inc., TX (recently changed employment-will 
reapply) 
Raechelle Speaker, BJ Alan Company, OH 
William B. Koffel, Koffel Associates, MD 
James Beardmore, Pyrotechnics Guild International 
 
II. Minutes of Meeting: 
 
1. Call to order. The meeting was called to order at 8:05 a.m. on January 25, 2012 at 
the Hilton DFW Grapevine, TX  
 
2. Welcome. The Committee Chair welcomed the members and guests who introduced 
themselves with their affiliation. In addition to those attending the meeting in person, 
several members participated in the meeting via the web and conference call.  The 
Chair indicated that the agenda included 25 Public Proposals as well as possible 
Committee Proposals to process over the next two days.  The Chair also asked those 
attending the meeting whether there were additional agenda items to be considered.  
Discussion of a possible TIA for NFPA 1124 was requested to be included.    
 
3. Minutes Approval. The minutes from the October 4th, 2011 meeting in Minneapolis, 
MN were approved without amendment. 
 
4. NFPA Staff Report. The NFPA Staff Liaison, Guy Colonna, gave general information 
on procedures and timelines in an opening PowerPoint presentation. Guy introduced 
new staff liaison for PYR-AAA, Nancy Pearce, and explained that he would be attending 
the ROC meeting in the Fall to assist with the transition. Guy reviewed the committee 
makeup with the group and indicated that there were two alternate applications recently 
received that will be processed by the Council during its March meeting.  He reviewed 
the recently announced Enforcer reimbursement program and explained NFPA’s 
strategic goal to add more enforcer representation on committees. He also reviewed the 
status of NFPA 1122, 1124, 1127, 1128 and 1129 (all A2012 cycle documents); all 
required work by the Committee has been completed at this point pending the receipt of 
any NITMAMs.  The NITMAM process was reviewed with committee with the note that 
NITMAMs for the A2012 documents must be submitted to NFPA by April 6th.  If no 
NITMAMs are filed then the standards can be approved by the Council as “consent” 
documents at the end of May; otherwise any standards with NITMAMS will go to the 
NFPA Annual Meeting for consideration by the NFPA membership and will then be 
issued by the Council following the August meeting.  Following the PowerPoint 
presentation on the current ROP process for this meeting and the “new” process for 
future document revisions, staff responded to questions and comments on the 
presentation.  Several committee members asked for the presentation to be 
emailed/posted to the Committee’s web page.   
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5. Ballistics Task Group. Stephen Frantz as the incumbent Task Group leader 
presented an update.  The Ballistics Task Group has two assigned items – review of 
separation distance requirements for displays involving angled mortars or elevated firing 
sites and mortar rack placement, construction, and stability.  The first topic is looking at 
the issue of angled mortars and elevated firing sites to see if it is necessary to modify 
the separation distances in Chapter 5 of NFPA 1123.  The task group has not been able 
to review all the available data. The group asked for time to meet in a breakout session 
to discuss what data they currently have and to determine if they have sufficient data to 
develop text for a Committee Proposal.  If there is insufficient data the Task Group 
might recommend tabling any proposal until the next revision cycle.  The Task Group 
continues to study the mortar rack issue and notes that some aspects of their work 
could be addressed depending on the Committee’s action on several Public Proposals 
applicable to mortar racks.  Any further work by the Task Group on mortar rack issues 
will be handled only after looking their work on angled mortars and elevated firing sites 
is completed. The Task Group suggested that there may be a need for Fire Protection 
Research Foundation funding to assist with the mortar rack project.  Due to the change 
in employment of Steve Frantz, the Task Group needed to establish a new leader since 
NFPA policy for Task Groups is that the leader must be a member of the Technical 
Committee.  Gary Brown agreed to lead the Task Group.  The Chair indicated that 
breakout time for the Task Group would be worked into the meeting schedule.   
 
6. Committee Action on Public Proposals.   The Chair called for the Committee to 
begin review and action of the Public Proposals; however, acknowledging that many 
were submitted by Bill Koffel on behalf of the APA Code Committee, she offered to 
discuss those proposals first since he only was able to attend for the first day of the 
meeting.  Mr. Koffel indicated that this was not necessary so the Chair recommended 
that the Committee proceed with the Public Proposals in chapter, section order.   At the 
close for the first day of the meeting, the Committee recommended that Public 
Proposals Log # 23, 24, and 25 be considered by the Task Group since aspects of all 
three of these proposals included requirements applicable to mortar racks.  The Chair 
offered the Ballistics and Mortar Rack Task Group time at the start of the second 
meeting day to prepare its material on angled mortars and elevated firing sites along 
with a review of any recommendations regarding mortar rack requirements including the 
Public Proposals (Log # 23 – 25).  The Committee planned to reconvene at 
approximately 9 am on Thursday, January 26 to complete the agenda items for the 
meeting.  
 
7. Task Group Report Back.  Gary Brown reported that the Task Group reviewed the 
Public Proposals, Log# 23, 24, 25 and was prepared to recommend actions for each 
item.  The Chair asked for each item to be brought to the floor for discussion and action.  
With the completion of the Committee’s action on these Public Proposals, the 
Committee had now completed action on all 25 Public Proposals as required for 
completion of the ROP. 
 
The Task Group continued its report with a discussion on the status of their work on the 
issue of angled mortars elevated firing sites.  Using data on the sizes of shells, shell 
velocity, and projected impact points, the Task force proposed developing a table of 
distances that would show impact points of duds from angled mortars.  They also would 
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prepare supporting code language to modify existing text regarding the separation 
distance table requirements.  In order to complete those tasks, the Task Group 
requested more time to finalize a proposal for presentation to the Committee.  Staff 
reviewed the timetable for the A2013 ROP revision cycle and noted that the final date 
for committees to meet is February 24th.   In discussion with the Task Group prior to 
reconvening the full Committee, the Chair offered the option of a follow-up ROP meeting 
to consider this single agenda item.  The Task Group made this request in the form of a 
motion, which the full Committee approved.  A conference call/web facilitated meeting 
has been scheduled for February 15th from 1-3 PM (EST).   The Task force agreed to 
send its draft language for a Committee Proposal to Staff no later than February 8th and 
Staff will circulate that material so that the full Committee has time to review the draft 
prior to the conference call.  
 
8.  Committee Action on Committee Proposals.  The Committee recommended and 
approved the preparation of 7 Committee Proposals.  As noted above, it is expected 
that additional Committee Proposals will be presented by the Ballistics Task Group.   
 
9.  New Business. Steve Frantz raised a question regarding a need to prohibit firearms 
at display sites.  He described his reason for bringing this to the Committee; however, 
the Committee seemed to agree that this was outside the scope of this committee.  No 
further action taken.  
 
Tad Trout raised an issue for consideration by the Committee regarding the 
requirements applicable to generators as currently included in Chapter 7 of NFPA 1124.  
Requirements in 7.3.18 of the code, currently limit the quantity of gasoline fuel permitted 
for portable generators to 2 gallons and to 5 gallons for Class II and III fuels.  In 
addition, 7.4.9 has requirements that seem to conflict with those requirements in 7.3.18.  
The question of frequent refueling brings up a safety issue as to whether permitting 
larger quantities would be safer than continuously refueling and risking spills and other 
hazardous situations.  For that reason, Tad was asking the Committee whether it 
believed a TIA to address this issue had merit.  After some discussion, it appeared that 
the Committee was inclined to support a proposed TIA to address the issues described 
in both 7.3.18 and 7.4.9 regarding generators and fuel requirements.  The retail 
representatives on the Committee – Tad, Daniel Peart, and Jerry Farley – agreed to 
draft proposed language for the Committee to review with the possibility of submitting 
the TIA from the Pyrotechnics Committee.  This could be discussed further during the 
February 15th meeting or as part of another meeting. 
 
10. Ballots.  Letter ballots for the ROP actions will be mailed out to Committee no later 
than March 16, 2012.  Committee actions will be presented in the Annual 2013 Report 
on Proposals (ROP) and will be available no later than June 22, 2012. 
 
12. Future meeting. The TC agreed to schedule the ROC meeting for November 1-2, 
2012 in Nashville, TN. Details will be sent out to the Committee when available.  
 
13. Adjournment. The committee adjourned at 1:50 PM on January 26, 2012. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

Nancy Pearce 

Guy Colonna 
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