
 

 

 

 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
 

TO: NFPA Technical Committee on Laser Fire Protection 
 
FROM: Joanne Goyette, Technical Projects Administrator 
 
DATE: September 8, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: NFPA 115 ROP TC Letter Ballot (F11) 

 ____________________________________________________________  
 
The ROP letter ballot for NFPA 115 is attached.  The ballot is for formally voting on 
whether or not you concur with the committee’s actions on the proposals.  Reasons must 
accompany all negative and abstention ballots. 
 
Please do not vote negatively because of editorial errors.  However, please bring 
such errors to my attention for action. 
 
Please complete and return your ballot as soon as possible but no later than Wednesday, 
September 22, 2010.  As noted on the ballot form, please return the ballot to Joanne 
Goyette either via e-mail to jgoyette@nfpa.org or via fax to 617-984-7110.  You may 
also mail your ballot to the attention of Joanne Goyette at NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, 
Quincy, MA 02169. 
 
The return of ballots is required by the Regulations Governing Committee Projects.   
 
 
 
Attachment:  Proposals 
   



Report on Proposals  –  November 2011 NFPA 115
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
115-2     Log #3

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Glossary of Terms Technical Advisory Committee,

Adopt the preferred definition from the NFPA Glossary of Terms as follows:
A concentration of constituents in air that exceeds 25 percent of its lower flammable limit (LFL).

NFPA 115: A concentration of constituents in air that exceeds 10 percent of its lower flammable
limit (LFL). A concentration of constituents in air that exceeds 25 percent of its lower flammable limit (LFL).

This definition, from NFPA 1, is the preferred definition from the Glossary of Terms. Changing to this definition
complies with the Glossary of Terms Project.

If the technical committee does not want to accept the preferred definition it must justify why the
current use of 10% LFL is necessary for its use and not for other committees, so a secondary definition can be created.

Your technical committee has the following options:
a) Adopt the preferred definition
b) Modify the term to make it unique
c) Request that the Standards Council reassign responsibility for the term
d) Request that the standards council authorize a second definition

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
115-3     Log #2

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Eddie Phillips, Southern Regional Fire Code Development Committee

Revise text to read as follows:

Staff members shall have a working knowledge of their responsibilities in carrying out the be familiar with exit
locations and emergency procedures of the specific area where laser equipment is located. Staff members shall: be
trained in methods and safeguards required for removal of workers or visitors from the fire area; know the location of exit
access routes and exits; know the location of fire alarm pull stations; know the locations of portable fire extinguishers
and how to use them; know the location of gas shutoffs and shut off procedures; and know how properly shut down
laser equipment. with the including use of fire extinguishers and laser shutdown procedures.

Emergency services response organizations serving the facility shall be made aware of the location(s) and
hazards of lasers, and the emergency response plans and procedures established by the facility to respond to a laser
related emergency.

Facility emergency response personnel shall be familiar with emergency shutdown procedures for the laser(s).
The existing text is very weak as to what should be expected of staff in terms of knowledge and

training that is vital to the proper initial response to a fire related or other emergency condition involving laser equipment
and or laser beams. The proposal is intended to tighten up the expectations for staff preparedness and response. More
is needed than simple familiarization with plans and procedures. Experience in the field clearly indicates that many
personnel of facilities know about fire response using R.A.C.E., but are unable to provide the details of response
components of each portion, such as Remove or relocate the workers or visitors. Staff have been told how or shown a
video of how to do it, but few have carried out an emergency removal simulating an emergency condition.

Revise text to read as follows:
Staff members shall be familiar trained and knowledgable in exit locations and emergency procedures,

including use of fire extinguishers and laser shutdown procedures.
The committee agrees that the language is not strong enough , however we believe the details

submitted by the proponent are already covered in Chapter 12. The committee proposes to strengthen the section by
striking the term familiar and adding a "required" training element to the section.
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Report on Proposals  –  November 2011 NFPA 115
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Eddie Phillips, Southern Regional Fire Code Development Committee

Revise text to read as follows:
Emergency drills specifically for the area(s) where laser equipment is used shall be conducted no less than

once per year every six months on each shift the laser equipment is used. Such drills shall be in addition to other drills
that may be required of the facility as a whole by other standards, rules, or regulations.

Specialty units of facilities that deal with special hazards need to take part in planned drills of response
procedures specific to that unit or area. One time a year is not adequate in many cases. The specialty unit or area also
needs to prepare for fire emergencies in other areas of the facility simply because an emergency in another area can
endanger the unit or area either initially or later in the incident. Generally, every shift must have a drill every quarter.
This also includes Baylor shifts. Often these are “no notice” to the general population. Special units need drills that are
more comprehensive in addition to general drills.

The submitter has not provided sufficient technical or statistical justification to warrant a revised
frequency of emergency drills associated with laser systems.

2Printed on  9/8/2010


