
 

 
AGENDA 

NFPA Technical Committee on  
Public Emergency Service Communication 

NFPA 1221 First Draft Meeting  
October 28-30, 2013 

Hilton Los Angeles Airport 
5711 West Century Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90045  

 
1. October 28, 2013, 8:00 A.M. Call to Order - Chairman Stephen Verbil 
 
2. Introduction of Committee Members and Guests 
 
3. Approval of October 2011 ROC Minutes.  
 
4. NFPA Staff Liaison Report – Andrew Holter 
 
5. Chairman's Remarks 
 
6. Technical Committee correlating issues: 

• Report on new ESE chapter committee progress, re: new standard for portable radio 
• NFPA 72 Correlation  

 
7. Task Group Sessions 
 
8. Report of Task Groups on Public Inputs.  
 
9. Preparation of the First Draft 

• Review 138 items of Public Input  
• Create First Revisions 

  
10.  New Business 

• Selection of the meeting location and dates for the Second Draft Meeting 
• Any other business to come before the Committee 

 
11. Adjourn at close of business on Wednesday, October 30, 2013 
 



Motion by Doug Aiken, 2nd by Tom Parish to notify the NFPA that #1221 will be on a three-year cycle, 
insert in A2015.

Carried unanimously.

Discussions about:  Portable radios in Fire use (500 degrees/5 min, 900 degree 1 minute – flame 
impingment; LTE (Data – Long Term Evolution); GPS; and owning your own network and issues 
related to that.

Orlando performed the Staff Liaison presentation; discussion ensued regarding the new standards 
process – will be in effect for our next version.

Adopted Log #1, no dissenting votes.

Log #2 Motion by Nate McClure, Second by John Facella to accept in Log #2 in principle.  Discussion 
over the remote monitoring issue followed. 

Moved by Tom Parish, second by John Facella to include the committee recommendation to add NFPA 
731 (Standard for the Installation of Electronic Premises Security Systems).  Add to 4.7.4.6.3  in 
addition to the UL 681.  Discussion regarding whether that could be done as a response for the current 
question, or whether it needed to be held for next cycle (and a task group to be appointed).

After further discussion and input from Quincy regarding the mechanics of doing so, the committee 
voted to reconsider log 2.  Motion by Nathan, Second by Evan.  Put the language in and submit now:

Nate and Evan modified their motion to include the statement “substitute NFPA 731 'Standard for the 
Installation of Electronic Premises Security Systems (2011)' for UL 681”.    Substantiation:  The 
committee believes that NFPA 731 better addresses the electronic security requirements for emergency 
services communication at remote sites.  

IMSA: correct the address to the correct state.

Task     group     work     for     the     committee     for     the     next     cycle:    Committee members were reminded that 
they can solicit non-committee members to assist them on their task group:

NG911
Need to re-do the operations requirements due to the change in how calls will be / are being 

processed.  We don't want to repeat the LA County CAD system experience for the committee.  We 
will need to consider the work of others, including CADs that cross PSAP coundaries [i.e., the 
APCO/NENA Virtual PSAP Project].  

Gordon Vanauken
Nate McClure
Steve Verbil

Seismic Issues
NFPA 5000 may not be sufficient for our needs, or the particular part of 5000 that we would want to 
use is not called our in #1221

Christopher Lombard



Operations Room Center Security.
Evan Satuffer
Tom Parrish

Old Log #8 – Call Processing Time discussion - revisited
Discussion regarding adding Hazardous Material Response or Technical Rescue response to the 
exceptions list for the elapsed time requirements during call taking.  Task group:

Nate McClure

NFPA 72 and Public Reporting: Doug Aiken opened by saying that we don't have a lot of detail in the 
operation of public reporting.  A few paragraphs to cover the common operation of these systems.  You 
certainly could take a lot of like language from 72, but personally, the idea of having the public 
communications center responsible for all the requirements of the system – there needs to be trouble 
and alarm indications at the public reporting point.  During a storm, the number of trouble systems that 
come in create a work load that the Communications Center was not staffed to deal with.  If  the TCC 
from 72 inquires about it, we (1221) work on it.  We need to add to Chapter 7 (perhaps) the 
requirements for centers which host public reporting systems (NFPA 72 Chapter 27 systems).    PRS 
protected premises shall not require the public system to monitor trouble.  If trouble alarms are to be 
monitored, they need to be monitored elsewhere. Automated transmission of alarms to PSAPs falls into 
this arena.

We should get into the work for this – perhaps this should be written as a TIA.  The chair appointed to 
the task group:

Doug Aiken
Tom Parrish
Gordon Vanauken.

General discussion:  Performance driven versus prescriptive standard.  How are performance 
requirements mapped into our standard?  Some portions of 1221 are performance-based, but much 
remains prescriptive.  The committee is not sure how some of our requirements could be written in 
performance language,   Evan Stauffer cautioned about unexpected outcomes when performance-based 
standards are used.  The committee discussed this at length, and agreed that we will need to consider it 
during the next cycle.

John Facella:  Security provision are in this cycle, but events against public safety are accelerating  - 
attacks against IACP web sites, Boston PD web site has been attacked, and so we we need to take a 
close and longer look at what is needed and isn't needed to be added to our security suite of 
requirements.  Gordon Vanauken suggested a committee review of the NENA security document,  They 
called it Next Gen  because it's a part of the NextGen suite -  but actually, it's about  security for 
PSAPs, not simple the NextGen 9-1-1 part of the PSAPs.  He added that we need to consider multiple 
layers of protection.  The  Task group for security: 

John Facella
Gordon Vanauken. 




































































































































































































































































































