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M E M O R A N D U M  

 

To: NFPA Technical Committee on Motion Picture and Television Industry 

From: Ron Coté, Staff Liaison  

Date:  May 2, 2012    

Subject: NFPA 140 ROC TC FINAL Ballot Results (F2012) 

 

According to the final ballot results, all ballot items received the necessary affirmative votes to pass ballot. 

10 Members Eligible to Vote  
  0 Members that did not Return a Ballot   
10 Members who voted Affirmative on All   
  0 Members who voted Negative on one or more comment   
 0 Members Abstained on one or more comments   
 
The attached report shows the number of affirmative, negative, and abstaining votes as well as the explanation of 
the vote for each comment.   

There are two criteria necessary for each comment to pass ballot: (1) simple majority and (2) affirmative 2/3  
vote.   The mock examples below show how the calculations are determined.  

(1) Example for Simple Majority: Assuming there are 20 vote eligible committee members, 11 affirmative votes 
are required to pass ballot.  (Sample calculation:  20 members eligible to vote ÷ 2 = 10 + 1 = 11) 

 

(2) Example for Affirmative 2/3:  Assuming there are 20 vote eligible committee members and 1 member did not 

return their ballot and 2 members abstained, the number of affirmative votes required would be 12.  (Sample 
calculation: 20 members eligble to vote – 1 not returned – 2 abstentions = 17 x 0.66 = 11.22 = 12 ) 

 
As always please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.   

 



Report on Comments  –  November 2012 NFPA 140
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
140-1     Log #5

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
John F. Bender, Underwriters Laboratories Inc.

140-3
Revise text to read as follows:

Underwriters Laboratories Inc., 333 Pfingsten Road, Northbrook, IL 60062–2096.
UL 1573, , 2003, Revised 2010.
UL 1640, , 2000, Revised 2010.
ANSI/UL 1975, , 1996 2006.

Delete ANSI approval designation as UL 1975 is not ANSI approved and update referenced standard
to most recent edition.

Affirmative: 10

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
140-2     Log #7

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

140-9
Continue accepting proposal in principle with the language accepted by the committee.

UL 1975 is rarely used now, but needs to remain in the standard because systems have been tested
and listed to that standard. NFPA 289 is a more modern alternative and it has been designed specifically by the NFPA
Fire Tests committee with the intention of allowing its use (with a 20 kW ignition source) as an alternative to UL 1975.

The Committee Action on Proposal 140-9, as reported in the ROP, will go forward without
further change.

Affirmative: 10
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Report on Comments  –  November 2012 NFPA 140
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
140-3     Log #8

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

140-10
Revise text to read as follows:

Combustible drapes, drops, and any other similar combustible hanging or vertically placed material shall be
maintained in a flame-retardant condition. comply with one of the following criteria:
(1) The materials meet the requirements of NFPA 701,

(2) The materials exhibit a heat release rate not exceeding 100 kW when tested in accordance with NFPA 289,
, using the 20 kW ignition source

(3) The materials are present in such limited quantities that a hazard of fire development or spread is minimal
(4)* The materials are considered by the authority having jurisdiction to exhibit acceptable fire performance

It is important that combustible drapes, drops and similar materials exhibit adequate fire performance. The
requirement that a decoration be “flame retardant” is not enforceable as such. However, the AHJ may be able to make a
judgment of adequate fire performance without requiring testing of the decoration. The AHJ may also require a fire test
method different from NFPA 701 or NFPA 289, as some decorations may not be effectively tested by NFPA 701.
Examples of approaches that can be taken by the AHJ include information on the composition of the decoration or
evidence of its treatment with fire retardants or coatings.

The requirement that a material “be maintained in a flame retardant condition” is meaningless and
unenforceable. There is no test or criterion for what constitutes a “flame retardant condition” and there is no way to
check for it. This comment builds upon the proposal by requiring one of several options. Of the 4 options, two are up to
the AHJ to make a determination: either there is insufficient material to cause a serious fire hazard or the ahj feels there
is a way to determine whether the materials is safe enough. The other two options require some testing, either via NFPA
701 or via NFPA 289.
This comment also understands the opinion of the technical committee that it may not always be possible or necessary

to conduct fire tests and that the AHJ needs to be given the option of accepting a decoration without testing. The
replacement of the phrase “flame retardant” by the recommended phrase accomplishes the committee’s intent while
avoiding the use of an unenforceable requirement. The annex note clarifies without introducing new requirements.

Revise text to read as follows:
Combustible drapes, drops, and any other similar combustible hangings or vertically placed materials shall be

maintained in a flame-retardant condition. comply with one of the following options:
(1) The materials meet the requirements of NFPA 701,

(2) The materials exhibit a heat release rate not exceeding 100 kW when tested in accordance with NFPA 289,
, using the 20 kW ignition source

(3) The materials are present in such limited quantity that a hazard of fire development or spread is minimal
(4)* The materials are considered by the authority having jurisdiction to exhibit acceptable fire performance
(5)* Approved interim measures are provided for the period the combustible materials are present
Add new annex text as follows:

It is important that combustible drapes, drops and similar materials exhibit adequate fire performance. The
AHJ might be able to make a judgment of adequate fire performance without requiring testing of the materials.

Examples of interim measures that could be approved by the authority having jurisdiction include, but are
not limited to, the following:
(1)  Providing a fire watch
(2)  Removing the combustible materials at the end of the day's filming
(3)  Keeping lighting and other heat producing sources away from the combustible materials
(4)  Providing baffles around heat producing sources
Add the following to :
NFPA 701,

The committee action adds to the enforceable body of the document the four options
recommended by the submitter. The action also adds a fifth option as it is sometimes necessary for a combustible
material that does not exhibit adequate fire performance to be used. For example, an antique tapestry, needed for
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Report on Comments  –  November 2012 NFPA 140
authenticity of scene and not meeting any of the four proposed options and subject to damage by application of fire
retardant chemicals, could be permitted by the AHJ if interim measures are provided. New annex text provides
examples of interim measures that might be approved by the AHJ.
The submitter's proposed annex text for A.4.5.2(4) was shortened. The reader would not understand the context of the

reference to "flame retardant" as the current text on the subject will not be present in the new edition. The submitter's
proposed last two sentences complicate the advice. It is adequate to stop with the sentence advising that the AHJ might
be able to make a judgment of adequate fire performance without requiring testing of the decoration.

Affirmative: 10
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Report on Comments  –  November 2012 NFPA 140
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
140-4     Log #9

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

140-11
Revise text to read as follows:

Cut greens or other natural vegetation shall have the trunk bottoms cut off at least 0.5 inch (12.7 mm) above
the original cut, shall be kept dry as required in Section 4.5.3.1.1 and shall be placed in a support device, such as the
one shown in Section 4.5.3.1.2.

The vegetation shall be removed from the building whenever the needles or leaves fall off readily when a
tree branch is shaken or if the needles are brittle and break when bent between the thumb and index finger and it shall
be checked daily for dryness.

The support device that holds the vegetation in an upright position shall be of a type that is stable and that
meets all of the following criteria:
1. The device shall hold the tree securely and be of adequate size to avoid tipping over of the tree.
2. The device shall be capable of containing a minimum two-day supply of water.
3. The water level, when full, shall cover the tree stem at least 2 inches (51 mm). The water level shall be maintained

above the fresh cut and checked at least once daily.
Artificial combustible decorative vegetation shall meet the flame propagation performance criteria of Test 1 or

of Test 2 of NFPA 701. Meeting the flame propagation performance criteria of NFPA 701 shall be documented and
certified by the manufacturer in an manner. Alternatively, the artificial decorative vegetation item shall be
tested in accordance with NFPA 289, using the 20 kW ignition source, and shall have a maximum heat release rate of
100 kW.

Cut greens shall be treated with an approved or listed fire retardant, and the process shall be repeated as often
as necessary to maintain its effectiveness

The hazard associated with dry natural vegetation has been abundantly shown in multiple deadly fires.
This is often due to Christmas trees but can be associated with any type of natural vegetation. The comment accepts
the committee’s understanding on several issues: (a) that the term used in the industry is “cut greens”, (b) that many of
the artificial vegetative decorations used are noncombustible and (c) that most vegetation used is not associated with
Christmas trees.
It needs to be noted that the repeated use of flame retardants on natural vegetation is likely to lead to the vegetation

fading, unless the flame retardants used are intended for repeated use. Moreover, the section as written does not
provide a criterion for deciding the level of fire performance needed.
Therefore, the comment splits the section into 2 parts: natural vegetation (cut greens) and artificial combustible

vegetation and, by default, allows the use of any noncombustible vegetation.
Natural vegetation basically needs to be kept well watered and upright so it does not fall. When a natural tree falls it

can no longer be kept wet and it will pose a severe fire danger.
Artificial combustible vegetation must have met some clear criterion, either by being tested to NFPA 701 or by being

tested to NFPA 289.
The language proposed in this comment is similar to the language used in the International Fire Code and is generic

enough that it is applicable to these areas.

The subject of current Section 4.5.3 is cut greens. The submitter has provided no evidence of
cut greens presenting a fire problem in the motion picture and television industry. In attempting to expand the
requirements to address both natural and artificial combustible vegetation, the submitter needs to document an unmet
fire need specific to the industry. The submitter states only that "multiple deadly fires" have occurred without addressing
the motion picture and television industry.

Affirmative: 10
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Report on Comments  –  November 2012 NFPA 140
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
140-5     Log #6

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
John F. Bender, Underwriters Laboratories Inc.

140-25
Revise text to read as follows:

Foamed plastic materials used for decorative purposes, scenery, sets, or props shall have a heat release rate not
exceeding 100 kW where tested in accordance with ANSI/UL 1975,

, or where tested in accordance with NFPA 289,
, using the 20 kW ignition source.

Delete ANSI approval designation as UL 1975 is not ANSI approved. This proposal is also being
submitted to the NFPA 101 TC.

Affirmative: 10
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