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MINUTES 

NFPA Technical Committee on Motion Picture and Television Industry 
August 2, 2011 ROP Meeting 

Los Angeles, CA 
 

1. Call to Order. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Acting Chair John Mueller at 8:00 a.m. on August 2, 
2011 at the Marriott Los Angeles Airport, Los Angeles, CA. 
 

2. Introduction of Committee Members and Guests. 
 

The following Committee Members and Guests were in attendance. 
 
Technical Committee Members Present: 
 
NAME REPRESENTING 

 
John Mueller, Acting Chair 
  [Subsequently appointed as permanent 
Chair by Standards Council, 8/8/2011] 

State of New York 
Office of Fire Prevention & Control 
 
 

Ron Coté, Staff Liaison National Fire Protection Association 
 

Paul Jordan, Alternate 
  (Alt to J. Kersten) 
 

NBC Universal Studios 

Kenneth Quick, Jr., Principal City of Culver City Fire Department 
Fire Prevention Division 
 

Hugh Rose, Principal The Walt Disney Company 
 

Chris Reimer, Principal Facilities Protection Systems, Inc. 
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GUESTS: 
 
NAME REPRESENTING 

 
Al Adams California State Fire Marshal 

 
Kathleen Newman Firetech 

 
Chris Schiehl NBC Universal 

 
Michelle Wilson Firetech 

 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: 
 
NAME REPRESENTING 

 
Edward Armm, 
  Voting Alt. to RJA Rep. 
 

The RJA Group, Inc. 
 

Hamid Bahadori, Principal Hughes Associates, Inc. 
 

Robert Fash, Principal Las Vegas Fire & Rescue 
 

Johnson Lee, Principal Aon Risk Services, Inc. 
 Property Risk Control Division 
 

Patrick Moynihan, Principal American Broadcasting Company 
 

Davis Parsons, Principal BWD Consulting 
 

Richard Schiehl, Principal R.B. Schiehl & Associates 
 

3. Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes. 
 
The minutes of the April, 17, 2007 meeting were approved as written and distributed. 

 
4. The Revision Process. 
 

Ron Coté used a PowerPoint presentation to summarize the actions available to the 
committee at the ROP stage, the calendar for the revision cycle, the written ballot, and the 
new revision process to which the NFPA is moving, beginning with the Fall 2013 cycle. 
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5. NFPA 140 ROP Preparation. 
 

The committee addressed all public proposals and developed committee proposals for the 
2013 edition of NFPA 140. 

 
6. Other Business. 

 
Motion Picture Production Classification 
At Chris Schiehl’s request, the committee addressed how NFPA 140 might be used to 
classify the use of an empty portion of a storage occupancy building for motion picture 
production purposes while the production company works on location in the same 
geographic area. The building in question had been used previously for motion picture 
production purposes. 
 
The committee reiterated that the approved production facility provisions of NFPA 140 
were written to free the operator from having to get permits except for operations 
involving welding or pyrotechnics or the other specialized activities addressed in NFPA 
140-2008 Section 4.2. The NFPA 140 provisions for production locations require permits 
for activities that are part of the production location work, including use of the site as a 
production location. 
 
The committee agreed that the provisions of NFPA 140 lead to the classification of the 
building in question as that of a production location where the production operations are 
the first for the building. For subsequent uses, the classification was not clear as the 
committee was uncomfortable with the building owner having permitted the structure to 
be used for motion picture production purposes more than once without converting the 
structure to an approved production facility. 
 
The committee suggested that there was room for leniency in interpretation for a 
production company that committed to using a building where it had not been disclosed 
by the landlord that the building had been used before for production purposes. There 
was discussion that such occupancy was not clearly a production location, but might be 
as judged by the AHJ. Further discussion ensued suggesting that the production company 
mitigate the unresolved classification issue by following the requirements for production 
locations and supplementing those with approved production facility features that could 
be readily and feasibly accomplished. 
 
Fire Retardant Treatment of Sets 
Kathleen Newman of Firetech asked about industry practice for the fire retardant 
treatment of sets (e.g., ¼-in. luan or MDF board) for soundstages and approved 
production facilities. It was noted that LA City Reg 29 might be stricter than CA Title 29 
on the fire retardant treatment of sets. The committee reiterated that soundstages and 
approved production facilities are not required to secure permits for day-to-day 
operations (other than welding, pyrotechnics use, and other hazardous operations), 
including set construction. No resolution was reached on the subject. 
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LA City Reality Show House Fire 
The committee noted that no investigation report was yet available for a fire in a house in 
LA City where a television reality show is filmed. The fire occurred above the ceiling in 
the attic of the house. Water was released in the attic and the ceiling dropped, killing a 
fire fighter.  

 
7. Future Meetings. 

 
The committee agreed to meet by teleconference in early April 2012 to prepare the 
Report on Comments (ROC). 

 
8. Adjournment. 

 
The committee worked through the lunch hour rather than taking a recess. The meeting 
was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
 
 
Minutes prepared by Ron Coté and Linda MacKay 
 

 
 


