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PRESIDING OFFICER HARRINGTON:  The next 
17    report under consideration this morning is out of 
18    the Technical committee on Animal Housing 
19    Facilities.  Here to present the committee report 
20    is Committee Chair Brad Cronen of Newport Fire 
21    Department of Newport, Rhode Island. 
22             The committee report can be found in the 
23    white 2001 fall revision cycle ROP and ROC.  The 
24    certified of amending motions are contained in the 
25    motions committee report and behind me on the 
1    screen.  We'll proceed in the order of the motion's 
 2    number presented. 
 3             Mr. Cronen. 
 4             MR. CRONEN:  Thank you. 
 5             Mr. Chair, ladies and gentlemen, the 
 6    report of the Technical Committee on Animal Housing 
 7    Facilities is presented for adoption and can be 
 8    found on the report of proposals and the report on 
 9    comments for the 2011 fall meeting revision cycle. 
10             The technical committee has published a 
11    report consisting of a partial revision of 
12    NFPA 150, standard on fire and life safety and 
13    annual housing facility.  The report was submitted 
14    to a letter ballot of the technical committee that 
15    consists of 24 voting members.  The ballot results 
16    can be found on pages 150-2 to 150-6 of the report 
17    on proposals and 150-2 to 150-7 of the report on 
18    comments. 
19             The presiding officer will now proceed 
20    with certified amending motions. 
21             PRESIDING OFFICER HARRINGTON:  Thank you, 
22    Mr. Cronen.  Let's now proceed with the discussion 



23    on the certified group amending motion on NFPA 150. 
24             Microphone 7. 
25             MR. SCIBETTA:  My name is Joe Scibetta. 
1    I'm a principal member on the technical committee 
 2    for NFPA 150.  I rise to call for the acceptance of 
 3    Group Amending Motion 150-1. 
 4             PRESIDING OFFICER HARRINGTON:  Do I have a 
 5    second? 
 6             UNKNOWN SPEAKER:  Second. 
 7             PRESIDING OFFICER HARRINGTON:  Please 
 8    proceed. 
 9             MR. SCIBETTA:  NFPA 150 separates animals 
10    into two categories, Category A and Category B. 
11             Category A animals or those that, one, 
12    pose a potential risk in the health and safety 
13    rescuers; two, cannot be removed without risk to 
14    their health or the health of other animals; three, 
15    are impossible or impractical to move; four, are 
16    not mobile or within a mobile enclosure. 
17             Given that wording, facilities such as 
18    zoos, animal research labs, veterinarian clinics 
19    contain Category A animals; therefore, this motion 
20    does not apply to those facilities. 
21             In Chapter 9 of NFPA 150, Section 8 it 
22    reads, "Animal housing facilities with Category A 
23    animals shall be sprinklers throughout and shall 
24    have a smoke control system." 
25             You'll note that Category B animals are 
1    not included in that statement.  That is because 
 2    NFPA 150 does not mandate sprinkler protection or 
 3    smoke control for Category B animals, defined 
 4    simply as those animals not in Category A. 
 5             A prime example of a Category B animal is 
 6    the horses in a commercial stable.  In most cases, 
 7    horse do not pose a potential risk to the health 
 8    and safety of rescuers.  They can be removed 
 9    without risk to their health or the health of other 
10    animals are both possible and practical to move and 
11    are mobile, able to be led with the use of a 
12    halter. 



13             NFPA 150 was created as a response to a 
14    series of tragic racetrack stable fires in the 
15    1970s.  In fact, the first version of NFPA 150 was 
16    entitled "Fire Safety in Racetrack Stables." 
17             With tragic irony, NFPA 150 now includes 
18    the very animals that document set out to protect 
19    when it was first formulated by excluding horses in 
20    commercial stables and all other animals in 
21    Category B for sprinkler and smoke control 
22    protection. 
23             The purpose of this motion, therefore, is 
24    to extend the protection of sprinklers and smoke 
25    controls already afforded to Category A animals to 
1    Category B animals as well. 
 2             I'll pause for the one-minute warning, 
 3    Mr. Chairman. 
 4             PRESIDING OFFICER HARRINGTON:  Yes.  You 
 5    do have one minute remaining.  Thank you. 
 6             MR. SCIBETTA:  This addition to this 
 7    standard will only affect newly constructed 
 8    commercial animal housing facilities that contain 
 9    Category B animals.  Existing facilities with 
10    Category B animals will only be affected if there 
11    were changes in occupancy or use or if there was a 
12    renovation modification reconstruction or addition. 
13    Each class of facility will also be protected for 
14    both animal categories.  That is, facilities with 
15    no access to animals or with limited access to 
16    animals or with general access to animals. 
17             To my fellow NFPA members, I thank you in 
18    advance for considering this important motion. 
19             PRESIDING OFFICER HARRINGTON:  Thank you, 
20    Mr. Scibetta. 
21             I just want to clarify that the motion on 
22    the floor is a group amending motion.  So, 
23    actually, the motion is to accept proposal 150-11, 
24    150-13, 150-14, and 150-15 as a group. 
25             Mr. Cronen, do you have any comments from 
                                                         
 1    the committee? 



 2             MR. CRONEN:  Yes.  Of the 24 voting 
 3    members, 20 returned votes.  And out of those 20, 
 4    with the exception of one of the proposals, it was 
 5    19 in favor.  With one extension, they were all 
 6    unanimously in favor of this change -- or excuse 
 7    me -- this remaining the same. 
 8             And the reason for that is the committee 
 9    is not against sprinklers, not against sprinklers 
10    in these types of facilities.  In fact, in our 
11    substantiation, we put forth that we're going to 
12    look at this in between revision cycles and that we 
13    are bringing it up again in the next revision 
14    cycle. 
15             I know many of you out there are probably 
16    passionate about sprinkler systems.  Maybe you sell 
17    them, install them, design them; or you've just 
18    seen their benefit over the years; and these 
19    committee members on this committee are no 
20    different. 
21             And what we wanted to do is to simply get 
22    more input from the associations that are going to 
23    be affected by the industries that are going to be 
24    affected by this sweeping change in facilities. 
25             As Mr. Scibetta said, the document started 
1    out as racetrack stables; and it has only changed 
 2    in scope in the last two revision cycles to include 
 3    all animal housing facilities. 
 4             Because of that change and because of its 
 5    adoption in 2009 into the Uniform Fire Code by 
 6    reference, we now have a multitude of facilities 
 7    that are included under the scope of this document. 
 8    Because it was just recent and these changes were 
 9    just recently made, we haven't had the input from 
10    the industries that are going to be affected by 
11    this thing; and we think that they deserve that 
12    input. 
13             Thank you. 
14             PRESIDING OFFICER HARRINGTON:  Thank you, 
15    Mr. Cronen. 
16             So with that, we'll open up the floor for 



17    debate on the motion.  Please provide your name and 
18    affiliation and whether you're speaking in support 
19    of or against the motion. 
20             Okay.  Seeing nobody rise to speak on this 
21    motion, we're going move on to a vote.  Sorry. 
22             Microphone 7. 
23             MR. SCIBETTA:  Joe Scibetta, technical 
24    committee for NFPA 150 speaking in favor of the 
25    motion on the floor. 
1             Next year will mark the 100th anniversary 
 2    of Ms. Francis Perkins' address to NFPA in 1913, 
 3    which was a plea for changes to be made to the 
 4    existing fire codes in her day.  Regarding those 
 5    who work in factories, she made this remark. 
 6             Quote, "They cannot secure fire protection 
 7    for themselves.  It is because they are not their 
 8    own masters, that it is necessary for organizations 
 9    like yours to insist upon safety for them," end 
10    quote. 
11             Those words apply with equal, if not 
12    greater force, to confined animals who most 
13    certainly are not their own masters and are 
14    powerless to secure protection for themselves. 
15             NFPA 150 defines animals as "sentient 
16    beings."  The word "sentient" is no longer common 
17    use today, but it is defined as having the power of 
18    perception by the census -- conscious. 
19             When caught in a fire, animals don't 
20    understand why they can't breathe or why they are 
21    in such agony.  They do, however, perceive and are 
22    conscious of the sheer terror of their situation 
23    and the terrible sensations of burning, 
24    suffocation, and pain. 
25             To quote Ms. Perkins again with regard to 
1    this issue, we must insist upon safety for them. 
 2    In commercial animal housing facilities, when we 
 3    confine animals to suit human purposes, we have an 
 4    obligation to secure fire protection for them, 
 5    especially due to the fact that in most of the 
 6    recent fire -- animal housing fire cases, humans 



 7    were not on hand to effect rescue. 
 8             This motion does not introduce some new 
 9    revolution concept or speaking change to the 
10    standard or to our industry.  I feel that very 
11    strongly.  On the contrary, this motion calls for 
12    the extension of known and proven fire protection 
13    technology to all animals in newly-constructed 
14    facilities. 
15             Thank you. 
16             PRESIDING OFFICER HARRINGTON:  Thank you. 
17    Seeing no one else rise, Mr. Chair, do you have any 
18    final remarks? 
19             MR. CRONEN:  Okay.  Thank you. 
20             I will just say, in response to 
21    Mr. Scibetta, it was absolutely the Committee's 
22    feeling that that protection of animals as sentient 
23    beings is what drove us to rejecting this proposal. 
24    It is an adopted standard by reference in the 
25    Uniform Fire Code, and as now, we have protection 
1    for some groups in some areas; and our fear was 
 2    that it will certain -- it will be removed by 
 3    reference in jurisdictions if it was given this 
 4    blanket sprinkler requirement. 
 5             Thank you. 
 6             PRESIDING OFFICER HARRINGTON:  Thank you, 
 7    Mr. Chair. 
 8             So before we vote, let me restate the 
 9    motion that's in front of you -- well, he's back. 
10    Okay.  Excuse me.  Microphone 7. 
11             MR. SCIBETTA:  Joe Scibetta, technical 
12    committee member for NFPA 150, speaking in favor of 
13    the motion on the floor. 
14             Two recent incidents underscore the 
15    difference the sprinkler protections make in an 
16    animal housing fire. 
17             A fire broke out at 3:00 a.m. at the 
18    Plainville Racetrack in Plainridge, Massachusetts 
19    on May 9, 2010.  The racetrack had sprinkler 
20    protection in each barn, and the sprinkler system 
21    was tied into the fire alarm.  The signal was sent. 



22    The fire department was dispatched while the 
23    sprinklers, according to the fire chief on 
24    location, were essential for knocking down the 
25    blaze.  All 42 horses were rescued without injury. 
1             In contrast, just two months ago on 
 2    April 11, a fire broke out at 5:00 p.m. at the 
 3    unsprinkler Black Tie Stable in McHenry County. 
 4    Were there people on hand to assist?  Most 
 5    definitely.  But the fire was too powerful too 
 6    intense.  More than 100,000 gallons of water had to 
 7    be tanked in by 21 departments to put out the 
 8    blaze, which had a long and deadly head start, 
 9    killing 18 horses. 
10             As an industry, we are faced with far more 
11    technical and costly challenges than what this 
12    motion is calling for.  We do not need more 
13    research, more time than money spent to discover 
14    what we already know to be true -- sprinkler and 
15    smoke technology work. 
16             An interesting comment was made in the 
17    most recently edition of the NFPA Journal regarding 
18    sprinkler protection.  The context was detention 
19    facilities, but the words can be applied equally to 
20    animal housing facilities. 
21             Here's the quote:  "In a building without 
22    readily access, life safety must be provided by 
23    managing the fire in place.  Automatic fire 
24    sprinklers give us that capability," end quote. 
25             There are no readily accessible access for 
 1    a confined animal.  In most cases, when fire breaks 
 2    out, there are no humans on hand to get them safely 
 3    to the access before they are engulfed in smoking 
 4    flames. 
 5             Please pass this motion so that NFPA 150 
 6    will be able to actually stand by one of its 
 7    fundamental goals; namely, to provide an 
 8    environment for animal occupants inside or adjacent 
 9    to a structure that is reasonably safe from fire. 
10             I'll pause for the one-minute warning, 
11    Mr. Chairman. 



12             PRESIDING OFFICER HARRINGTON:  You do have 
13    one minute remaining. 
14             MR. SCIBETTA:  Leaving animals to the 
15    ravages of fire confined unable to escape without 
16    sprinkler protection or smoke control placed, is 
17    not an environment that can be deemed reasonably 
18    safe from fire.  Our industry is unique in its 
19    intelligence, flexibility, and ingenuity. 
20             When we add to that willingness to apply 
21    those attributes, then nothing can stop us from 
22    moving forward in achieving whatever we set out to 
23    do.  I hope that our votes today indicate that we 
24    are ready to bring that intelligence, flexibility, 
25    and ingenuity to this issue; and coupled with 
1    technology we already possessed with the 
 2    willingness to apply it. 
 3             PRESIDING OFFICER HARRINGTON:  Thank you. 
 4             Do you have any final comments?  Are you 
 5    all set? 
 6             MR. CRONEN:  No. 
 7             PRESIDING OFFICER HARRINGTON:  Okay. 
 8    Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
 9             Before we vote, we're ready now to vote. 
10    Let me restate the motion so it's clear what we're 
11    voting on. 
12             The motion on the floor is to accept the 
13    group proposals 150-11, 150-13, 150-14 and 150-15. 
14    So please record your vote one in favor of the 
15    motion, two opposed to the motion.  The ballot is 
16    closing in five seconds.  Balloting closed.  And 
17    the motion passes. 
18             Is there any further discussion on 
19    NFPA 150?  Seeing none, we'll move on to the next 
20    document. 
21             Thank you very much, Mr. Cronen. 
22             MR. CRONEN:  Thank you. 
 


