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San Francisco, CA 
 
 
Chairman Benarick called the meeting to order at 810 hours on February 10, 2011 at the 
Holiday Inn Gateway, San Francisco, CA.  
 
Chairman Benarick welcomed members and guests and introducing Ken Holland, the 
NFPA Staff Liaison who has been newly assigned to this project.  
 
Members Present 
Glenn Benarick, Chairman 
David Bernzweig 
Sandy Bogucki 
Dennis Childress 
Domnic Colletti 
Thomas Cuff 
Michael Finkelman 
Craig Fry 
Thomas Hales 
Jonathan Kipp 
Steve Kreis 
Michael Laton 

David Prezant 
Joseph Rivera 
Mario Rueda 
Daniel Samo 
Denise Smith 
Donald Stewart 
Phillip Stittleburg 
Phillip Vorlander 
Teresa Wann 
Kim Zagaris 
 

 
 
  
Stephen Raynis 
Andrew Schwartz 
Jay Tarley 
 
Guests: 
Richard Duffy – International Association of Firefighters (IAFF) 
Jim Brinkley – International Association of Firefighters (IAFF) 
Katie Hathaway – American Diabetes Association 
Dr. Dan Lorber – American Diabetes Association 
Fabrice Czarnecki -- Gables Group 
 
Staff: 
Ken Holland, NFPA Staff Liaison 
 
Approval of the Minutes: 
 
A motion was made to approve the minutes from the October meeting in San Diego. 



Thomas J. Cuff made a motion to accept the meeting minutes.  Phillip Vorlander 
seconded.  The minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
Review purpose of meeting and document schedule: 
 
Chairman Benarick reviewed the schedule for upcoming meetings that relate to NFPA 
1500 and NFPA 1582. 
 
The ROP will be published June 24. 
 
The ROC closing date is August 24 
 
Ken Holland made a presentation on the NFPA technical committee revision consensus 
voting process and reminded the members that there is a need for substantiation for 
changes and acceptance or rejection of public proposals. 
 
Chairman invited guests to participate in the discussion and reminded alternates that they 
may not vote if the organization’s principal is present. 
 
 
Date and Location of Next Meeting: 
 
The next committee meeting will be the NFPA 1500 and NFPA 1582 ROC meeting and 
will be planned for October 10-11-12 in the Washington DC area.  The meeting will also 
serve as a pre-ROP meeting to cover NFPA 1521 and 1561 as they are in a fall 2013 
revision cycle.   
 
NFPA 1561: 
 
The group was asked to consider different options for 1561. The question is whether 
another document needs to be created to focus on type 4 and 5 incidents, or create a new 
annex for 1561.   This would be compliant with MIMS, but not covered under MIMS.   
 
There was a discussion about the recent fatalities in Chicago where 2 firefighters were 
killed in a building collapse.  Richard Duffy pointed out that there were at least three 
signs of persons inside the structure and that the firefighters were basically following 
standard operations.  Chairman Benarick noted the lack of command resources such as 
chiefs’ aids to assist incident command to manage resources.  Richard Duffy mentioned 
an incident where firefighters were injured when they fell into a burning building.   IAFF 
has a fireground survival program to train people when there is a mayday incident.   
Toronto was a beta site for this program and the IAFF is planning to expand this out to 
other departments.   
 
Phillip Vorlander supports the creation of a separate document. Steve Kreis moved that 
this committee make a request to create a separate NFPA standard document to address 
command safety for type 4 and type 5 incidents if there was a need determined by the 



committee. NFPA 1561 would continue to exist. Chairman Benarick commented that we 
would likely need to take a lot of the information in the annex and use it for the basis of 
the new document. Ken Holland suggested that we complete the New Project Initiation 
Form during the meeting to submit to the Standards Council to consider at the next 
meeting. 
 
The motion was seconded by Phillip Vorlander. The committee approved the resolution 
unanimously to further research the potential need for a new document. After some 
lengthy discussion and research the TC, through a voice vote, decided not to generate a 
new document but make the necessary revisions to NFPA 1561 to address their concerns 
regarding this subject matter.  
 
Task Groups: 
 
The meeting thereupon broke up into Task groups to review specific comments for the 
remainder of the day. 
 
Steve Kreis reported on a discussion by a small group regarding the previous day’s 
motion to request that the Standards Council create a new document on command safety.  
Steve Kreis made a motion to reconsider the motion from the previous day. Steve Kreis 
made a motion to re-title NFPA 1561 Standard for Emergency Services Command Safety, 
and to focus on command safety document.  The committee will look at how to focus the 
document on command safety, and away from being so incident command centric, and to 
refer to National Incident Management System.   There will be a committee proposal to 
re-title the document when the committee meets to discuss the ROP.  The document was 
initially created as a safety document and an incident management system before there 
was a national incident management system.  There was a discussion about whether this 
title change will weaken the focus on incident management.  Many people focus on 1561 
for incident management.  The small group recommended not to make the document a 
fire service only document, but to continue its scope as an emergency services document.  
Chairman Benarick commented on the need to improve command safety and risk 
assessment and to strengthen these elements of the document. This was part of a 
suggestion by Chief Brunacini recently. Sandy Bogucki commented that one benefit of 
this change is to try to avoid overlapping with federal standards so that there is no risk of 
inconsistency with the federal standard.  Mario Rueda commented that one objective was 
to look at the annex to make it more of a practical instruction on command safety. The 
focus should be more on command safety at local incidents versus large multiagency 
incidents.  
 
The committee voted in favor of the motion.   
 
 
NFPA 1582 
 
The Committee acted on the 10 public proposals and generated 131 committee proposals 
for NFPA 1582. 



 
 
 
 
 
NFPA 1500 
 
The committee acted on 24 public proposals and generated 85 committee proposals for 
NFPA 1500. 
 
 
Old Business: 
 
There was no old business. 
 
New Business: 
 
There was no new business presented. 
 
 
Adjournment: 
 
 
The Chairman adjourned the meeting without objection at 1530 on February 12, 2011. 


