
 
 

 
 

 
Pre-First Draft Meeting 

Technical Committee on Special Effects 
On line/Conference Call 

April 12, 2013 3:00-4:00  PM EDT 
 
 

Attendees: 
 

Josh Lazarus, Chair 
Glenn Dean, VA State Fire Marshals, VA 
Timothy (Mark) Lee, Universal Studios, FL 
Daryl Marmon, Pyrotechnics Guild Intl, KS 
Amanda Mclean Nixon,  Pyroam Inc/Luna Tech, AL 
Monona Rossol, Arts, Crafts, & Theater Safety, Inc, NY 
Larry Schoeneman, Entertainment Services and Tech Association , IL 
David Shatzer, ATF,Washington,DC 
James Streett, International Alliance of Theatrical State Employees, CA 
Tylor Wymer, WOW!Works, FL 
Gregory Meeh, Jauchem & Meeh, NY 
Bob Ross, Pyrotek Special Effects, Ontario, Canada 
John Steinberg, Pyrotechnics Guild, MD 
 
Nancy Pearce, NFPA Staff 
 

 
 Welcome. Josh Lazarus, Committee Chair welcomed the committee. 
 
1. Introductions.  Committee members introduced themselves and their affiliations. 

 
2.         Approval of Meeting Minutes. Minutes from the December 13, 2012 meeting were voted 

on and approved.  
 

3.          Task Group Reports. Task groups had not yet met.  The Hybrid Flame Effects task group     
              will be setting up a meeting in the next few weeks.  Josh will contact the Airshow Task group to  discuss 
 next steps.  An updated task group list is attached.    
  
4.          New Business 

 
a. Discussion about hazards of smoke in 1126. Monona proposed modifying 1126 to make it 

clear that any potential health hazards from pyro smoke are not within the scope of 1126. 
There was discussion about whether or not we have documentation about the health effects or 



if the general known health effects of smoke are sufficient for us to provide a “warning” in the 
standard. There was also debate about whether or not this information could be included in the 
main document or is more appropriate for annex material.  Nancy indicated that she would 
check with NFPA to see if we needed to put this in annex or if it  could be put in the main 
document as long as we included it in the scope of the document.   
 

b. Other issues/business from Committee members for upcoming revision 
 

i. Use of sky lanterns at organized events. There was a discussion about the possible ban 
of these products in various states.  There was general agreement that sky lanterns are 
not an issue in the scope of the special effects standards.    

ii. Brazil Nightclub fire.  Josh decided not to include this in the discussion at the meeting. 
Nancy noted that the fire appeared to have been the result of a flare and not an 
approved pyrotechnic device.     

   
c. Pyrotechnic Disposal.  Josh asked Nancy to explain what was happening with the pyrotechnic 
disposal issue that the PYRO committee is currently dealing with. Nancy explained that a task group 
with many federal agencies as well as Pyro committee members was looking at CSB’s 
recommendation to NFPA that a chapter or a standard addressing pyrotechnics disposal be written.  
The task group should be meeting in the next few weeks.    

 
2. First Draft meeting Scheduling.  Nancy reviewed the revision schedule and showed the committee 

how to submit input to the documents on line using the new Terra system.   Nancy reminded the 
group that public input has to be submitted by July 8, 2013.  After that date, the committee can still 
make changes to the document but no additional public input is accepted.    At this time, since 
there seem to be few changes that will be made to the document, Nancy recommended holding off 
on scheduling an in person meeting until the Committee sees how many public inputs are received 
and until the task group work is completed.   Nancy reminded the committee that the ballot to 
merge the two documents into a single document had failed.    She also explained that if a 
document is not revised, it is possible to ask that a document be reconfirmed with no revisions. 
This can occur only once.    

 
3. Adjournment.  The meeting was adjourned at 4 PM EDT.   Another meeting has been scheduled for 

May 29th at 1 PM EDT.  A meeting notice has been sent out to members.  
 

 


