
 
 

 
 
 

Pre-First Draft Meeting Minutes 
Technical Committee on Special Effects 

On line/Conference Call 
November 9, 2012 1 PM EDT 

 
Attendees: 
 
Josh Lazarus, Chair 
Robert Bauer, Doyle Street Group, CA 
June Fields, NV 
Reuben Goldberg, Alliance of Special Effects and Pyro Operators, CA 
Kenneth Kosanke, Pyrolabs, CO 
Rachel Robbins, Natural Resources Canada, ON 
Larry Schoeneman, Entertainment Services and Tech Association , IL 
Tassilo Baur, Alliance of Special Effects and Pyro Operators 
Garry Hanson-Precocious Pyrotechnics, MN 
Karl Ruling, Entertainment Services and Tech Association, NY 
Scott Schaffner, CSA International, CA 
Hardial Gore- RADCO, CA (Applying to committee) 
Chris Wyman (guest NH Fire Marshal’s office) 
 
Guy Colonna, NFPA 
Nancy Pearce, NFPA  

 
 

1. Welcome-Josh Lazarus, Committee Chair welcomed the group. 
 

2. Introductions-New Members.  The Committee has several new members, John Kelly from 
Washington DC Fire Marshal’s office with John Kitchens from LA Fire as an alternate, Glenn 
Dean from State Fire Marshal’s office in Virginia and Eric Larsen as an alternate to Tylor 
Wymer.  Most of these were newly appointed and were unable to make the meeting due to 
the late notice.    
 

3. Revision Cycle. Nancy Pearce reviewed the revision cycle and dates for NFPA 160 and NFPA 
1126.  Both documents are up for revision in the Annual 2015 cycle which means that public 
input (formerly proposals) must be submitted by July 8, 2013 and that our first draft 
meeting (formerly ROP meeting) would be held between that date and December 13, 2013.    

 



4. New Process.  Nancy briefly reviewed the new process summary and online submissions of 
public inputs.  The Annual 2015 revision cycle documents will be revised using the new 
process.  Nancy indicated that she will provide a more detailed training and information 
about the new process prior to or at our first draft meeting.   Information on the new 
process can be found at www.nfpa.org/newprocess if you would like to review.     
 

5. Report from Task Group-Document Merging. The originally formed task group on the 
merging of NFPA 160 and NFPA 1126 reportedly never met.  Guy Colonna, former staff 
liaison had put together a draft of a merged document for the committee’s review. There 
was extensive discussion about the rationale for merging the two documents.   Some of the 
reasons given for merging the documents included that it would be easier for AHJs to use 
one single document since most of the time the two documents were used together anyhow 
and that having a single document would facilitate the addition of requirements for newer 
special effects by simply adding new chapters to the single document.   

 
There were some concerns raised that if we had a single special effects document that we 
would need to clarify that the standard did not cover ALL special effects.  It was pointed out 
that the current document does not cover special effects such as the use of cryogenics and 
creation of fog.   There was concern that additional expertise may be needed if the 
committee expanded its scope.   Nancy indicated that the scope of the committee already 
includes other types of special effects but that the scope of the actual document could be 
limited by the Committee adding text to Chapter 1 of the standard.    
 
There was also concern expressed that the document should cover more standard and 
typical stage work as well as the more complicated engineered systems and that the 
Committee should be cautious not to water down any important technical content to make 
the document easier for the AHJ to understand.  Both are important and the Committee 
should strive to include both levels of requirements in the document.     
 
The general consensus was that the Committee should consider merging the two 
documents.   An informational ballot will be sent out to the Committee asking if there was 
support for moving forward on merging the two documents during the upcoming revision 
cycle.  
 

6. Report from Task Group-Flame Effects. The task group that was originally formed had not 
met.   The Flame effects task group was to look at materials not covered by NFPA 1123 or 
NFPA 1126 (Cremora, gasoline, methanol).  The term “hybrid” effects  was used to describe 
these effects.  The committee chair proposed that he discuss the possible formation of joint 
task group with PYR committee chair Rachel Robbins to see how to best address the issue.  .   
Josh will get back to the committee with recommendations. 

 
7. Other Business. It was decided that another conference call would take place after the 

informational ballot was completed and that task groups and meeting dates would be set at 
that time.  

 
8. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 2 PM.     
 

http://www.nfpa.org/newprocess

