
 

 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE LETTER BALLOT 
Standard for Automotive Ambulances 

PROPOSED TENTATIVE INTERIM AMENDMENT LOG NO. 1078, NFPA 1917, 2013 Edition 
To Revise 5.14.4 as  follows:  
5.14.4 Each side view mirror reflective surface outboard inboard edge shall extend be positioned at least 1 in. (25.4 mm) beyond the outside 
profile of the modular body. 
 
Submitter’s Substantiation:  The committee discussion and intent was definitely that the inboard edge of the mirror was to begin 1 inch outside 
the body. Leaving the words “outboard edge” would allow a design where the driver would not be able to see around the body by more than a 1.0 
inch sliver of mirror. The size of the mirror is dictated by FMVSS standards. 
 
Emergency Nature: There are two major safety issues. Without this change, we increase the likelihood of vehicle accidents and increase the 
likelihood of serious injury or death of the responders. The issues are: 
 
1. If we do not have the TIA, we are creating a situation in which the ambulance driver would have only one inch of mirror to see down the side 
of the ambulance. Therefore, the driver would not be able to see any vehicle, person or property that would be in the blind spot, thereby 
increasing the chances of being involved in a motor vehicle accident. 
 
2. The inability to adequately see down the sides of the ambulance when backing up endangers the lives of the public and any responder who is 
serving as a back-up guide in that the driver would only have one inch to see any person who may be in a danger zone.  
 
The TIA is needed on an emergency basis to protect and save lives and to avoid  sing in unnecessary motor vehicle accidents. 

 
Question 1: I agree with the TECHNICAL MERITS of the Proposed TIA to revise paragraph 
5.14.4  
____________ AGREE ____________ DISAGREE*  ____________ ABSTAIN* 
 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE - Please type or print your comments: 
 
*An explanation must accompany a disagreement or abstaining 
position.________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
Question 2: I agree that the subject is of an EMERGENCY NATURE.  
 
____________ AGREE ____________ DISAGREE*  ____________ ABSTAIN* 
 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE - Please type or print your comments: 
 
*An explanation must accompany a disagreement or abstaining position. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

Please return the ballot on or before Friday, September 14, 2012. 

PLEASE RETURN TO: 
Yvonne Smith, Project Administrator, NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169 
FAX: (617) 984-7056  E-mail: ysmith@nfpa.org 
Signature 
 
________________________________ 
Name (Please Print) 
________________________________ 
Date 
 


