
Technical Committee on Fire Department Rescue Tools 
Minutes of NFPA 1936  

March 4-6, 2014  
St. Petersburg, FL 

 
 
Meeting called to order at 12:00 pm by Chairman Glenn Mate on Tuesday March 4th. 
 
Introductions made 
 
Principal Technical Committee members in attendance: 
Glenn Mate, Chairman 
Eric Marquess (Secretary) 
Timothy Blanton 
Pete Gunnell 
Tammy Horne 
Christopher James 
John McCarthy 
Richard Michalo 
Ronald Moore 
Alan Painter 
Kevin Krause 
Chris Farrell (NFPA Staff) 
 
Principal Technical Committee members participating remotely: 
Brad Havrilla 
Eric Rickenbach 
Michael Simler 
 
Guests: 
Neil Kummerer, St. Petersburg Fire and Rescue 
Todd Livingston, Sty. Petersburg Fire and Rescue 
Ken Nielsen, Paratech, Inc. 
Mike Canon, Idex Corp. 
 
NFPA Liaison Chris Farrell made PowerPoint presentation on rules of NFPA process with regards to standard 
and rules of meeting. 
 
Chairman gave presentation of opening remarks on the committee’s past and his vision of where the committee 
can go in the future. 
 
Under discussion of how to get the end user’s more involved in looking at the standard. 
 
Reviewed two comments. 
 
A task group was formed to put together language to explain the NFPA 1936 standard, i.e. what the standard 
means and why it is important to read the document. Chris James of UL is chair of task group. Alan Painter, 
Richard Michalo, Tim Blanton, John McCarthy, Eric Marquess. This is task group one, topic: additional 
information. 
 



A task group was formed to investigate company making samples for cut tests to replicate cutting of today’s 
automobile materials. Ron Moore will be Chair. Chris James, Tim Blanton, Alan Painter, John McCarthy, Eric 
Marquess. This is task group two. 
 
Adding additional rescue tool products to the NFPA 1936 were discussed. Suggestions are stabilization devices 
and lifting bags. A task group was formed to investigate which rescue tools should be included in NFPA 1936 
or included in another standard. Chris James will be interim chair with the understanding that Mike Simler may 
become chair. Kevin Krause and Eric Rickenbach will be on it. This is task group three. 
 
Discussion was held on the need for a Selection, Care and Maintenance document to accompany NFPA 1936. 
The idea being that this additional criteria will bring more attention to the standard and help the end user made 
decisions. Chairman remarked that this can be rolled in with task group 1. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:14pm until next day. 
 
 
Meeting called to order at 8:04 am by Chairman Glenn Mate. 
 
Committee created one second revision to standard. 
 
Meeting minutes of previous meeting of April 2013 were read. Motion made to approve the minutes, seconded 
and approved. 
 
Discussion for task group #1 was held. Everyone on the committee was present. The feeling of the committee is 
that a Care and Maintenance document should be created. This would be put into a future revision cycle of the 
standard. For now it is the goal to create a way to get more exposure for the standard at the user and local 
jurisdiction level. 
 
Discussion for task group #2 was held. Everyone on the committee was present.  Ron Moore gave presentation 
regarding steels in cars. Question was asked if there is funding from NFPA for more research on this as to if 
tools can cut these materials. Option to apply for grant funding from Research Foundation.  
 
Next action for task group is to research two new tables called Table 2 and Table 3.  Table 1 cut test to stay the 
same. Ron Moore will speak with his contact to find the availability of materials to complete the tables. Table 2 
cut test is to include high strength steel with an increased scale of tensile strength and the addition of profiles or 
shape(s). Table 3 is a simulation of an A and/or B post. Table 3 will also include current materials combined 
together inside each other as an alternate. Goal is to have conference call in two months to review progress. 
Next the Research Foundation will be contacted and an application for funding will be submitted. This must be 
done by Nov. 30th. 
 
Discussion for task group 3 was held. Everyone on the committee was present. Table was made to show which 
tools should be considered as part of NFPA1936.  
 
Vote by show of hand was taken to see if the items should be put into NFPA 1936 or should the tools be put 
into a new standard. The majority vote was to put items into a new standard. 
 
Goals for tomorrow (March 6) are to develop a scope statement for the new standard on lifting bags and struts 
and to plan the media and work on wording for getting the word out on the NFPA 1936 standard. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:35 pm until next day. 
 
 



Meeting called to order 8:10 by Chairman Glenn Mate. 
 
Chairman asked that in three months the committee have a conference call to speak about care and maintenance 
information to be added to standard and how to get it into next revision cycle. Will also be discussed if the 
standard should be short cycled to add this to document. 
 
Question was asked if committee could meet Fall 2016 date to create new standard outside of NFPA 1936 for 
air bags and struts. Committee agreed. Question was asked if committee agreed to short cycle 1936 to add in 
care and maintenance. 
 
Document was written explaining NFPA 1936 for the media blitz. 
 
Middle of April committee should have information back on research project on cutting materials. Chairman 
would like to have a conference call to provide information to committee and verify interest by committee. Call 
planned for April 28th at 11:00 am Eastern time. 
 
It was discussed that a new standard covering struts and air bags should be broken into two different standards. 
Motion is made to make two separate standards, one for air bags and one for struts. Motion was seconded, vote 
was taken and approved by majority. 
 
Chairman asked if there were any other comments from the floor. There were none. 
 
Old Business: Discussion was held on dates for certification decals and changes to this topic which were 

undertaken during the meeting in Charlotte, of April 2013. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:30 am. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Eric Marquess for William Swayne 
Alternate, Holmatro Inc. 
 


