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1. Add the following as a new 8.1.2.2 and renumber accordingly: 
 
"Gloves shall be conditioned by being laundered and dried for testing in accordance with the procedures specified in 
Machine Cycle 3, Wash Temperature II, and Drying Procedure Aiii of AATCC 135, Dimensional Changes of Fabrics 
after Home Laundering." 
 
Submitter’s Substantiation: In NFPA 1977-2011 the test conditioning for textile fabrics was changed to match those 
used by other projects.  This is an increase of the temperature of the wash and is causing severe shrinkage of the gloves 
prior to testing. 
 
The 1977-2005 Revision (paragraph 8.1.2.1) required conditioning to AATCC 135 with the following attributes: 
 Machine Cycle 3 - Permanent Press 
 Wash Temperature II - 27°C +/-3°C 
 Drying Procedure Aiii - Permanent Press, 66°C +/- 5°C   
 
The 1977-2011 Revision (paragraph 8.1.2.1) requires conditioning to AATCC 135 with the following attributes: 
 Machine Cycle 1 - Cotton Sturdy 
 Wash Temperature V - 60°C +/- 5°C 
 Drying Procedure Ai - Cotton Sturdy - 66°C +/- 5°C. 
 
When this change was made it was our understanding that since leather is not a "fabric" the leather gloves would not be 
subjected to this conditioning.  However, the certification laboratories are applying this conditioning to the leather gloves 
and it causes the leather to shrink excessively.  This shrinkage prevents the test subjects from donning the gloves to 
perform the grip or dexterity tests.   
 
The leather gloves that were certified to NFPA 1977-2005 ed. meet the needs of wildland firefighters.  It was not the 
intent of the committee to require the changes to the leather for the gloves that these new conditioning requirements would 
necessitate.   
 
This TIA would return the preconditioning requirements for the gloves to what is required in 8.1.2.1 of NFPA 1977-2005 
edition. 
 
Emergency Nature: In accordance with the 2011 NFPA Standards Directory, page 31, paragraph 5.3 (f): 
 
(f) The proposed TIA intends to correct a circumstance in which the revised document has resulted in an adverse impact 
on a product or method that was inadvertently overlooked in the total revision process, or was without adequate technical 
(safety) justification for the action. 
 
This TIA is intended to correct the change that was inadvertently made to the conditioning requirements for the gloves - 
requirements that cause the leather gloves to be damaged to the point that they cannot be tested.  It was not the intent of 
the committee to make this change and this is no technical justification for the change. 
 
As a result of this change the certification laboratory for the current government contractor is not able to test the gloves 
for conforming to NFPA 1977-2011 ed. grip and dexterity tests.  This will result in no gloves certified as conforming to 
NFPA 1977-2011 ed. being available for the 2012 fire season for all Federal wildland firefighting agencies.  
 
Anyone may submit a comment by the closing date indicated above.  To submit a comment, please identify the number 
of the TIA and forward to the Secretary, Standards Council, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169‐7471. 
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