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NFPA TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON SMOKE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 

 

M E M O R A N D U M  
 

 
TO: Technical Committee on Smoke Management Systems (SMO-AAA) 

 
FROM: Tracy Golinveaux, Staff Liaison 
 
DATE: January 14, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: Approval Committee Ballot for NFPA 1124 

 
 
The enclosed ballot is in response to NFPA Standards Council Decision D #08-19, in which several 
NFPA Technical Committees were identified as “Approval Committees” for proposals on NFPA 1124, 
Code for the Manufacturing, Transportation, Storage and Retail Sale of Fireworks and Pyrotechnic 

Articles, pertaining to consumer fireworks retail sales. The Pyrotechnics Committee previously presented 
the Smoke Management Committee with recommended language for these Draft Committee Proposals; 
however, the Smoke Management Committee provided comments recommending the proposed 
requirements be modified.   
 
The Pyrotechnics Committee accepted the input of the Smoke Management Committee and approved a 
modification of the Draft CP#6 and CP#8 during the most recent meeting of PYR-AAA held September 
30 – October 1, 2010 in Phoenix, AZ.  The Pyrotechnics Committee approved the amendment. 
 

 DRAFT CP#6 – Accept the action and substantiation put forth by the Technical Committee on 

Pyrotechnics 
 DRAFT CP#7 – No action needed.  SMO-AAA approved through letter ballot in October, 2010. 

 DRAFT CP#8 – Accept the action and substantiation put forth by the Technical Committee on 

Pyrotechnics 
 

In accordance with the NFPA Regulations Governing Committee Projects, the above actions must be 
letter balloted through SMO-AAA. In order to provide substantive feedback to PYR-AAA and the 

Standards Council, please include any comments you may have, especially with regard to the 

suggested revision to Draft #CP6 and CP8.  
 
Please complete and return your ballot by Thursday, January 20, 2011 to Jill McGovern by fax or 
email: 
 
Fax:      +1-617-984-7110 
Email:   jmcgovern@nfpa.org 
 
As a reminder, any negative votes, comments, and items on which you abstain from voting, require 
written explanations.  

mailto:jmcgovern@nfpa.org


 
If you have any questions, please feel free to call (+1-617-984-7468) or email (tgolvineaux@nfpa.org). 
 
Cc:  D. Baio, L. Fuller, G. Colonna 

mailto:tgolvineaux@nfpa.org


TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON SMOKE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 

(SMO-AAA) 
 

APPROVAL COMMITTEE BALLOT FOR NFPA 1124, CODE FOR THE 

MANUFACTURING, TRANSPORTATION, STORAGE AND RETAIL SALE OF 

FIREWORKS AND PYROTECHNIC ARTICLES 
 

With regard to the action on Draft CP #6 concerning the removal of paragraph 6.5.3 Smoke 

Control from NFPA 1124 to “Accept the removal of section 6.5.3 as proposed by The 

Technical Committee on Pyrotechnics”: 
 
 

 Affirmative    Negative*   Abstain* 

 
 
*Per NFPA Regulations comments must accompany any negative or abstaining vote. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sign Name: _________________________________________ 
 
 
Print Name: _________________________________________ 
 
 
Date:  _________________________________________ 
 
Please complete and return this ballot by Thursday, January 20, 2011 to Jill McGovern by fax 
or email: 
 
Fax:      +1-617-984-7110 
Email:   jmcgovern@nfpa.org 

mailto:jmcgovern@nfpa.org


NFPA 1124-2006 

Amended Draft Committee Proposals 

Approved for letter ballot at Committee Meeting, February 1 – 2, 2010, Salt Lake City, UT and approved 

as amended for letter ballot at Committee Meeting, September 30 – October 1, 2010, Phoenix, AZ. 

These actions relate to item 5 in the Standards Council Decision, D#08-19 and are to be coordinated 

with the Smoke Management Systems Committee in accordance with Standards Council direction 

following the completion of the letter ballot by the Committee on Pyrotechnics. 

 

Amended Log# DRAFT CP#6 

Submitter:  Technical Committee on Pyrotechnics 

Recommendation:  It is proposed that paragraph 6.5.3 be deleted as shown: 

 

6.5.3 Smoke and Heat Vents. Smoke and heat vents designed and installed in accordance with NFPA 

204, Standard for Smoke and Heat Venting, shall be provided in consumer fireworks storage buildings 

exceeding 50,000 ft2 (4644 m2) in undivided area. 

 

Substantiation:   

The NFPA Pyrotechnics Technical Committee (TC) established a task group responsible for coordinating 

review of issue #5 of the Standards Council Decision, D#08-19 October 1, 2008 with the Technical 

Committee on Smoke Management responsible for NFPA 204.  Discussion between the respective task 

groups for each committee forms the basis for the proposed action.  Per recommendation of the 

Committee on Smoke Management, the Committee on Pyrotechnics proposes the deletion of existing 

paragraph 6.5.3 in the 2006 edition of NFPA 1124, as there is not adequate technical justification at this 

time for determining how to design smoke and heat vents for consumer fireworks storage in sprinklered 

buildings.  Upon this recommendation, the Pyrotechnics Committee proposes the deletion of the 

current requirement as shown. 

 

Committee Meeting Action: Accept 

  



 

Log# Draft CP#7 – This has been accepted by the Smoke Management TC so no 

further action is necessary. 
Submitter:  Technical Committee on Pyrotechnics 

Recommendation:  It is proposed that paragraph 7.3.10 be deleted in its entirety as shown: 

Delete Section 7.3.10 in its entirety:  

 7.3.10 Smoke Control. 

7.3.10.1 Smoke and heat vents designed and installed in accordance with NFPA 204, Standard 

for Smoke and Heat Venting, shall be provided in the CFRS area of new  permanent CFRS 

facilities or stores where the ceiling height is less than 10 ft (3.05 m) and the travel distance to 

reach an exit is greater than 25 ft (7.6 m). 

 

7.3.10.2 The smoke and heat vents required by 7.3.10.1 shall be automatically activated  by a 

smoke detection system installed throughout the CFRS area in accordance with  NFPA 72, 

National Fire Alarm Code. 

 

Substantiation:   

The NFPA Pyrotechnics Technical Committee (TC) agrees with the concerns raised by the Standards 

Council regarding Fire Safety Concern Issue #5: Smoke and Heat Venting as detailed in the Council 

Decision D#08-19 regarding the fact that there does not exist adequate technical justification nor test 

data to justify the requirements for the installation of smoke and heat venting that is gang activated by a 

smoke detection system in buildings used for the retail sales of consumer fireworks where the ceiling 

height is less than 10 feet and the travel distance to reach an exit is greater than 25 feet. Therefore, the 

TC is proposing to delete in its entirety Section 7.3.10 Smoke Control from NFPA 1124-2006.  

 

However, the TC wishes to voice its concern about the Fire Protection Research Foundation (FPRF) 

Report upon which the Council relied in making its decision regarding the reference to the Battelle Fire 

Test as a part of the substantiation for their concern. It should be pointed out that the test was not a 

representation of a consumer fireworks retail sales facility in compliance with the current edition of 

NFPA 1124. Furthermore, much of the consumer fireworks were confiscated product not in original 

packaging material with fuses exposed and did not arrive in good condition after being transported to 

the test facility. Also the product was arranged on the display shelves in a random method that was 

inconsistent with the requirements of Chapter 7 of NFPA 1124. And, unfortunately, the funding was so 



limited that only a single test could be conducted which does not provide any indication of ability to 

replicate the test results. In other words, one test does not provide any indication that it was truly 

representative of the fire condition that would be expected to be developed in that scenario rather than 

just a unique event. The TC’s decision to delete Section 7.3.10 did not rely upon the fire test data 

developed from the Battelle Fire Test.  

 

Committee Meeting Action: Accept 

  



TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON SMOKE MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 

(SMO-AAA) 
 

APPROVAL COMMITTEE BALLOT FOR NFPA 1124, CODE FOR THE 

MANUFACTURING, TRANSPORTATION, STORAGE AND RETAIL SALE OF 

FIREWORKS AND PYROTECHNIC ARTICLES 
 

  

With regard to the action on Draft CP #8 concerning approval of the action to withdraw this draft 
Committee Proposal.  “Accept the withdrawal of Draft CP#8 as proposed by The Technical 

Committee on Pyrotechnics,”: 
 
 

 Affirmative    Negative*   Abstain* 

 
 
*Per NFPA Regulations comments must accompany any negative or abstaining vote. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sign Name: _________________________________________ 
 
 
Print Name: _________________________________________ 
 
 
Date:  _________________________________________ 
 
Please complete and return this ballot by Thursday, January 20, 2011 to Jill McGovern by fax 
or email: 
 
Fax:      +1-617-984-7110 
Email:   jmcgovern@nfpa.org 
 
 
 

mailto:jmcgovern@nfpa.org


Amended Log# Draft CP#8 

Submitter:  Technical Committee on Pyrotechnics 

Recommendation: The previously developed Draft Committee Proposal is Withdrawn.  For the record, 

please vote to approve the Committee on Pyrotechnics action to withdraw this draft Committee 

Proposal.  If approved by letter ballot, it will be withdrawn and not resubmitted to the approval 

committee. It is proposed that a new paragraph 7.3.10 be added to read as follows: 

7.3.10 Minimum Ceiling Height. 

7.3.10.1 The ceiling height in the CFRS area of new permanent CFRS facilities and stores shall 

not be less than 12 ft (3.6 m) above the finished floor surface. 

 

7.3.10.1.1 Where the travel distance to reach an exit does not exceed 25 ft (7.6 m), the  ceiling 

height shall be permitted to be less than 12 ft (3.6 m) but not less than 8 ft (2.4  m) above the 

finished floor surface. 

 

Substantiation:   

Based on discussion with the approval committee for Item 5 of the Standards Council Decision #D08-19, 

the Technical Committee on Smoke Management, the NFPA Pyrotechnics Technical Committee (TC) 

proposes to withdraw the previously developed draft Committee Proposal Log# Draft CP8 as there is not 

sufficient technical substantiation to justify the recommended action. 

 

Committee Meeting Action: Accept the withdrawal of Draft CP#8. 

 



 

 
National Fire Protection Association 

 
1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471 
Phone: 617-770-3000 • Fax: 617-770-0700 •  www.nfpa.org 
 

 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO: NFPA Technical Committee on Pyrotechnics 
 
FROM: Jeanne Moreau  
 
DATE: January 4, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: NFPA 1124 A11 Draft Ballot Final Results – CP6, CP7, and CP8 
 
 
The Final Results of the NFPA 1124 Draft Ballot are as follows:  
 
32  Members Eligible to Vote  

1  Not Returned (J. Kitchens) 
0  Negative  
0  Abstentions 
 
 

There are two criteria necessary to pass ballot [(1) affirmative 2/3 vote and (2) simple majority]. 
 
(1) The number of affirmative votes needed for the proposal/comment to pass is 21. 

(32 eligible to vote - 1 not returned - 0 abstentions = 31 × 0.66 = 20.46) 
 
(2) In all cases, an affirmative vote of at least a simple majority of the total membership 

eligible to vote is required. This is the calculation for simple majority: 
 

[32 eligible ÷ 2 = 16 + 1 = (17)] 
        
 
Reasons for negative votes, etc. from alternate members are not included unless the ballot from 
the principal member was not received. 
 
According to the final ballot results, all ballot items received the necessary 2/3 required 
affirmative votes to pass ballot. 
 
 
 
 




