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TO: Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces, and Venting Systems 
  for Heat-Producing Appliances 
 
FROM: Kim Shea 
 
DATE: March 28, 2012 
 
SUBJECT: NFPA 211 ROC TC Let ter  Ballot  (F2012) 

 ___________________________________________________________  
 
The ROC letter ballot for NFPA 211 is attached.  The ballot is for formally voting on 
whether or not you concur with the committee’s actions on the comments.  Reasons must 
accompany all negative and abstention ballots. 
 
Please do not vote negatively because of editorial errors.  However, please bring 
such errors to my attention for action. 
 
Please complete and return your ballot as soon as possible but no later than Wednesday, 
April 11, 2012.  As noted on the ballot form, please return the ballot to NFPA either via 
e-mail to: kshea@nfpa.org  or via fax to (617) 984-7070.  You may also mail your ballot 
to the attention of Kim Shea at NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169. 
 
The return of ballots is required by the Regulations Governing Committee Projects.   
 
Attachments: Comments 
  Letter Ballot 
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Report on Comments  –  November 2012 NFPA 211
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
211-1     Log #1

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
John F. Bender, Underwriters Laboratories Inc.

211-1
Revise text to read as follows:

Underwriters Laboratories Inc., 333 Pfingsten Road, Northbrook, IL 60062-2096.
ANSI/UL 103, , 2010.
ANSI/UL 127, , 2008, Revised 2010 2011.
UL 378, , 2006.
ANSI/UL 959, , 2001, Revised 2010.

Update referenced standards to current edition.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
211-2     Log #CC1

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces, and Venting Systems for Heat-Producing Appliances,

211-5
Revise text to read as follows:

4.6.2 Rain Cap Height. Minimum distance from the underside of an unlisted rain cap to the top of covered flues shall be
the lesser dimension of the width or depth of the covered flue. Where more than one flue is covered, the lesser
dimension of the highest flue shall be used. 0.7 times the long dimension of the longest covered flue.

Purpose is to further refine guidance for lid height of unlisted rain caps. We often see metal or
masonry lids so close above the flue termination as to inhibit the exit of the flue gases. Source: Handbook of Oil Burning
(1951) page 458, figure 4. They used 0.6 as a factor but 0.7 works better when you include flues venting solid fuel
appliances.
Example A, one 8x8 covered flue. 8 times 0.7=5.6 rounded to 6 inches minimum cap height.
Example B, If several flues were covered: 8x8, 8x12, 12x12 . 12 inches would be the long dimension of the longest

covered flue. 12 x 0.7 =8.4 inches rounded to 8 inches.
Example C. If the flues in Example B included an 8x16 flue, the longest flue would be 16 inches. 16 x 0.7 = 11.2
rounded to 11 inches. These minimums fall within what is typically available from metal cap manufacturers as well as
anyone creating a masonry rain cap on a masonry chimney.

The task group work on this issue is ongoing.  The committee requests that the recommended
wording make it clear that the rain cap shall not excessively obstruct airflow.  The committee requests that the
recommendations also address the use of full-closure chimney-top dampers.  These dampers are becoming more
prevalent because of the increasing use of the energy codes.
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Report on Comments  –  November 2012 NFPA 211
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
211-3     Log #CC2

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces, and Venting Systems for Heat-Producing Appliances,

211-9
Reverse action on ROP 211-9 to return to previous edition text:

11.4* Accessories.
11.4.1 Fireplace accessories shall be one of the following:
(1) Listed and installed in accordance with the terms of their listing
(2) Acceptable to the AHJ and installed as approved and in accordance with the manufacturer’s installation instructions
Revise annex text as follows:
A.11.4  Factory-built accessories for fireplaces include such devices as decorative gas appliances and heat

exchangers circulating air or water that could alter the combustion or heating characteristics of the fireplace. These
products should meet the requirements of UL 907, Fireplace Accessories; ANSI Z21.11.2, Gas-Fired Room Heaters —
Volume II, “Unvented Room Heaters; ANSI Z21.60/CGA 2.26, Decorative Gas Appliances for Installation in Solid-Fuel
Burning Fireplaces; or ANSI Z21.84, Manually Lighted, Natural Gas, Decorative Gas Appliances for Installation in
Solid-Fuel Burning Appliances.
In developing the 2013 edition, the committee received reports that some building and energy codes indicate that

gasketed or tight-fitting doors should be used on masonry fireplaces to minimize heat loss through the fireplace opening
when not in operation. Many existing masonry fireplaces were not designed to be operated with such doors in the closed
position.  Operation with closed gasketed or tight-fitting doors has the risk of causing an increase in temperature of the
masonry material.  If operation continues for an extended period, the masonry material could be capable of transferring
enough heat to ignite nearby combustibles, even if the minimum separation distance specified in subsection 11.2.5 is
provided.  In addition, operation of a masonry fireplace with gasketed or tight-fitting doors in the closed position can
result in incomplete combustion.

It has been reported anecdotally to the committee that tight-fitting doors retrofitted to existing masonry
fireplaces have resulted in fire hazards.  If left closed during operation of the fireplace, these doors may result in higher
material temperatures that can then be transmitted to combustible construction nearby.  However, there is not enough
documentation to warrant any new requirements being added to the standard.  In addition, it was noted that many door
manufacturers provide instructions with the door assemblies instructing end-users to keep doors in the open position
during operation.  The committee added new annex material to make users of the standard aware of the concerns.  In
addition, the committee modified the first paragraph because it conflicted with the definition, 3.3.68, that provides a
broader list of examples of fireplace accessories.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
211-4     Log #2

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
John F. Bender, Underwriters Laboratories Inc.

211-19
Revise text to read as follows:

Underwriters Laboratories Inc., 333 Pfingsten Road, Northbrook, IL 60062-2096.
ANSI/UL 103, , 2010.
ANSI/UL 2034, , 2008, Revised 2009.
ANSI/UL 907, , 2010.
ANSI/UL 1738, , Categories II, III and IV, 2010, Revised

2011.
Update referenced standards to current edition.
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