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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO: NFPA Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces, and Venting Systems for Heat 

Producing Appliances 
 
FROM: Kimberly Shea, Project Administrator 
 
DATE: August 14, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: NFPA 211 Supplemental Ballot on SR No.7 FINAL (F2015) 
 

 
The final results indicate that this item has FAILED ballot.   
 
 26  Members Eligible to Vote  
 1   Ballot Not Returned (Schulz) 
 14  Affirmative 
 11    Negative (Brooks, Cross, Feb, Harper, Heller, Hersey, Hodges, Page, Pierce, 
  Wittasek, Zimmerman, Jr.) 
 
 
Reasons provided for the negative votes are attached for your review. 
 
There are two criteria necessary for revisions to pass ballot: (1) simple majority and (2) affirmative 
2/3  vote.    
 

Simple Majority: 26 members eligible to vote ÷ 2 = 13 + 1 = 14 
 
Affirmative 2/3:   26 eligble - 1 not returned - 0 abstentions = 25 x 0.66 = 16.5 = 17 

 
As always, please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.   
 



Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces and Venting Systems for 

Heat-Producing Appliances 

 
Supplemental Letter Ballot on NFPA 211 Second Revision No. 7 

 

 
 
 
 
Second Revision No. 7:   
 

 

11.1.5 Factory-built fireplace system accessories shall be installed in accordance with 

the manufacturer’s installation instructions. 

 

Substantiation: 

 

This eliminates the concern over requiring gas log sets and other accessories to be listed 

for a specific fireplace. 

 

 

 
 

 

Please record me as voting: 
 

 

    AFFIRMATIVE  X   NEGATIVE*    ABSTAINING* 

 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE –An explanation must accompany a negative or abstaining vote. 
 
 
Chapter 11, is the “New Installation” chapter. Chapter 14 is the “Maintenance” chapter. We have 

already passed language for chapter 14 making clear that components or accessories are required 

to be listed for that specific model of fireplace if available.  

14.7.1.2  

Factory-built fireplace components or accessories shall be listed or approved 

for use with the specific model of factory-built fireplace system if the 

components or accessories are available. 

Why in chapter 11, the “New Installation” chapter would we not require the components and 

accessories to be listed for use with the specific model of factory built fireplace or approved by the 

AHJ? 

 

The gas log concern is unfounded as UL doesn’t allow for “Vent Free” gas logs in every fireplace, 

only the ones tested and approved for their use. “Vented” gas logs are also required by UL to be 

ANSI certified  Z21.60.  This has been a requirement for gas logs in factory built fireplaces for 

over 20 years.  Not all gas logs meet this requirement. Gas logs must meet the requirement of the 

UL listing and fireplace manufactures installation instructions just like wood grates, refractory 

panels, glass doors, etc… Installers of new fireplaces cannot install whatever they want provided 

the aftermarket parts install instructions are followed. 

 

The “Substantiation” should be that there is already a requirement through the terms of the 

listing / manufactures installation instructions that gas logs must meet this ANSI Z21.60 

certification. If it does, they can be there. If they don’t, they cannot be there.   
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Shea, Kimberly

From: Jonathan Cross 
Sent: Thursday, August 06, 2015 11:56 PM
To: Shea, Kimberly
Subject: RE: NFPA 211 - Supplemental Ballot on SR 7

I vote negative/no. 
 
Only listed parts should be installed into listed fireplaces 
 
Jonathan Cross 
8/6/15 
 
 
 
 
Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S® 5 ACTIVE™, an AT&T 4G LTE smartphone 
 
 
-------- Original message -------- 
From: "Shea, Kimberly" <kshea@NFPA.org>  
Date: 07/30/2015 10:13 AM (GMT-05:00)  
To: "Shea, Kimberly" <kshea@NFPA.org>  
Cc: "Bellis, Dawn" <DBellis@nfpa.org>, "Colonna, Guy" <gcolonna@NFPA.org>  
Subject: NFPA 211 - Supplemental Ballot on SR 7  

NFPA 211 Committee Members: 

  

Due to an identified error within the text of Second Revision No. 7, it is necessary to re-ballot the 
Second Revision.  The attached supplemental ballot contains the language as approved by the 
Technical Committee at the Second Draft meeting. This ballot is only on Second Revision No. 7 and 
can only be submitted by paper/email. Please complete and return your ballot no later than, 
Thursday, August 6, 2015. If negative votes are received, a one week circulation period will be 
provided to allow the committee members the opportunity to review the voting comments and alter 
their vote. 

  

A notice will be placed on the Document Information page regarding the re-balloting of this Second 
Revision. After balloting is complete, the Second Draft Report will be posted and the document will be 
open for submission of NITMAMs (Notices of Intent to Make a Motion). The NITMAM closing date will 
be extended to allow sufficient time for any interested parties to file a NITMAM. 

  

I wanted to thank the committee for discovering this error and bringing it to our attention. Please feel 
free to contact me here with any comments or questions. 



Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces and Venting Systems for 

Heat-Producing Appliances 

 
Supplemental Letter Ballot on NFPA 211 Second Revision No. 7 

 

 
 
 
 
Second Revision No. 7:   
 

 

11.1.5 Factory-built fireplace system accessories shall be installed in accordance with 

the manufacturer’s installation instructions. 

 

Substantiation: 

 

This eliminates the concern over requiring gas log sets and other accessories to be listed 

for a specific fireplace. 

 

 

 
 

 

Please record me as voting: 
 

 

    AFFIRMATIVE  X   NEGATIVE*    ABSTAINING* 

 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE –An explanation must accompany a negative or abstaining vote. 
 
 
This revision is in violation of the fireplace manufacturer’s instructions, the listing of the UL 127 

fireplace, the current NFPA 211, all other model codes, and does not protect the general public. 

This revision gives permission to the contractors and chimney sweeps to install aftermarket parts 

without any testing or engineering. This is an extremely dangerous direction and may result in 

property damage, injury or death.  
 

Dale W. Feb 
 

Name  
 
08/01/15 
 

Date 

 

Please submit ballots to kshea@nfpa.org  no later than Thursday, August 6, 2015. 
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Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces and Venting Systems for 

Heat-Producing Appliances 

 
Supplemental Letter Ballot on NFPA 211 Second Revision No. 7 

 

 
 
 
 
Second Revision No. 7:   
 

 

11.1.5 Factory-built fireplace system accessories shall be installed in accordance with 

the manufacturer’s installation instructions. 

 

Substantiation: 

 

This eliminates the concern over requiring gas log sets and other accessories to be listed 

for a specific fireplace. 

 
 

 

Please record me as voting: 
 

 

    AFFIRMATIVE   X  NEGATIVE*    ABSTAINING* 

 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE –An explanation must accompany a negative or abstaining vote. 
 
 In codes and standards, we always try to apply an applicable standard. In UL127, it offers optional tests 

for ventfree burners and listed log lighters but not for vented logs. Why? The vented log industry is 

either too lax or ran into technical difficulties convincing the UL Standards Technical Panel of a test 

that would be valid. There are many obstacles for vented logs and many, many problems caused by 
them. Let’s explore some: 
 
 Physical oversizing-Results in logs being carried too far forwards, which results in overheating the 
header and soot/ CO spillage. Logsets should be set on centerline plus or minus maybe ½”. Any further 
offset will not only be visibly unacceptable but can result in uneven heating of the firebox. Large, 
oversized logsets are forced forwards towards the opening. This places the point of maximum heat 
closer to the header and smoke curtain instead of being centered under the damper/ chimney. On 
logsets where the valve is located on the side, this also causes problems obtaining sufficient clearance 
between the valve and the refractory sidewall. Since the UL listing is based upon a relatively uniform 
heat signature with the burning brands, this results in an untested condition. Logsets need sufficient 
clear space between the sides of the logs to allow for sufficient secondary air and excess air for 
combustion and cooling. Where there is insufficient space around the logs, the firebox can overheat. 
Where the logset is off center, the uneven airflow often causes pilot outages and overheating of 
combination valves, which are generally rated for only 175°F( 225°F for ventfree). Offset logsets have 
been known to result in flames being pushed to where aluminum pilot tubes melt resulting in a gas 
blowtorch and heavy sooting. Since the current language in Ul127 puts all these decisions back on the 
manufacturers, poor choices are routinely made as many manufacturers have grossly insufficient 
planning and installation instructions.  
 
  Damper clamps are almost always placed to allow a minimum net free opening of a few square inches 

rather than that required or completely removed resulting in operation as a ventfree with the damper 
closed. Vented logs are not approved for use with thermostatic operation, whose use results in 

prolonged unattended burn times at high BTU, often with a closed damper. While the ANSI Z21.60 
requires certain instructions, having key instructions repeated in a listing would provide a critical of 



the chance of the hazard. Damper clamps are often completely removed due to down drafts blowing 
out pilots and blowing inert decorative ember material such as vermiculite all over the hearth 
extension. While the root cause in this case is depressurization With Respect To (WRT) outside, the 
net effect is a poor choice. A better solution might be for a listing that required complete removal of 
the damper valve plate as required in Massachusetts. A listing could require this. Also, homeowners 
are often motivated to remove damper clamps when they become aware of the energy losses up the 
chimney. With the increase in energy rating and blower door testing, fireplace dampers will continue 
to become a prime target for weatherization measures possibly resulting in poor choices being made 
that can affect safety.  
 
 Since there would be no regulation of BTU input rate, overheating shattering glass, and unsealed gas 

line penetrations causing offset ignition.  Ventfree logs are listed to a maximum of 40,000 BTUs/hr. 
 
Where gas line penetrations are not provided, dealers and sweeps would be encouraged to cut holes into 

the fireplace wherever they choose, which can result in fires. One mfr. requires a 1.5” clearance to 

combustibles off a 1/2” NPT pipe for the first 4.5” as it passes through the chase! How would a 

contractor know or inspect to ensure such a clearance much less care? What if the Kraft paper backed 

insulation in the chase is unsupported and falls against the gas pipe or side of fireplace?  
 
Does the mantel need additional clearance or shielding? 
 
 What about the radiant heat onto the hearth extension and floor protection? Aftermarket grates usually 
burn at much hotter, faster rates than OEM grates, which are based upon testing. Grates that are not 
attached at the rear or extend too far forwards, causing too much heat too far forwards and often 
leads to spillage of soot and flue gases.  
 
Can you burn with glass doors open or closed? Some logset manufacturers have claimed you can burn 
their sets with the doors closed simply because they included a high temperature limit switch with a 
millivolt valve control. This does nothing to protect from shattered glass, overheating of the header 
and sides, and poor combustion. The loss of such high volumes of excess air, which provides vital 
cooling in factory built fireplaces can be significant. Older style glass enclosures with a bottom riser of 
about 5 inches causes a severe impedance for air flowing into the ember bed. I can assure you that 
installing certain glass enclosures on certain fireplaces the door mfrs. claims they are “tested to 
UL127” can and will cause unfriendly fires by blocking cooling air.  
 
 What about a combustion air kit? Does one help or hurt? ASHRAE testing has proven that passive 
makeup air supplies are wholly unreliable. Anecdotal evidence has revealed that depending upon the 
placement of the air kit discharge into the combustion chamber can cause pilot outages and poor 
combustion. 
 
What are the allowable flue gas concentrations with vented logs? What if they change the embers, sand, 

vermiculite, or add platinum embers? What effect would a delayed ignition have on the fireplace? We 

don’t know because there would be no test similar to those for a direct vent fireplace (ANSI Z21.88 for 
ex.), which are very stringent.  
 
Grates, refractory panels or even painting refractory panels can have a significant deleterious effect as 

proven in the lab. Modifications to chimney caps such as screening, unlisted rain caps, top dampers, top 

mounted exhaust fans, shrouds and wind caps and be and usually are too restrictive and result in 

elevated temps. or flow interference.  
 
 
If you install any type of insert, whether gas, wood or pellet, you change the cooling system of the 

original fireplace and thus void its warranty and listing, which is a violation of the Fire Code. Cutting 

metal, removing panels, dampers, trim, etc, converts a listed fireplace into an unlisted sleeve or housing 

and all previous clearances to combustibles become void. While the manufacturers of inserts will tell 
you it’s ok to gut a uL127 fireplace to install an insert, the task force assembled to come up with an 



insert listing for 127 fireplaces met twice and only determined they are miles away from coming up 
with anything close to a working model. To clarify the issues of installing any type of insert into a 
factory built fireplace are as follows: when you stuff an insert into a firebox designed for all that 
airflow for cooling, you overheat the fireplace. The addition of trim panels further blocks cooling air 
from entering the cooling chambers of the firebox, much less being entrained up the chimney. When 
you gut a firebox of its refractory panels, smoke curtain, damper plate and control rod and possibly 
other components, it is no longer a listed fireplace. It becomes an unlisted container or sleeve. The 
floor of a 127 box is tested to hold a total dead load of 200 lbs. If the insert weighs more than this, 
which some pellet inserts can weigh and virtually all wood inserts exceed, the floor supports can 
collapse resulting in direct heat transfer to a combustible floor and an unfriendly fire. At the top of the 
chimney, the listed termination has to be removed or modified, which also voids the warranty and 
listing. The installation of an unlisted termination usually results in significant blockage of the 
concentric air space. The use of certain insert liner termination kits can cause significant overheating 
down at the fireplace in addition to the chase top. Shrouds that were listed for use with a listed 
fireplace suddenly become unlisted and must be removed.  
 

A typical hearth dealer or chimney sweep is untrained in such matters. They are not engineers and 

unqualified in making such a determination of suitability.  They, as a lot, can be very mocking of 
listings, test data, and anecdotal evidence. to the contrary to make an educated decision as to the 

suitability of a particular accessory much less have any reliable test data confirming how that accy. will 

affect the numbers on that particular model.  
 
 No, this is opening a Pandora’s box . If public safety is our primary concern then vote ‘No’. 

Unchecked, unguided application or ‘free range’ accessorizing will result in an increase in losses and 

possibly injuries, which is contrary to this committee and fire protection as in National Fire Protection 

Assn. This is putting the public at risk for the economic gain of a select few. If this was such a good 

idea, the UL 127 Cmte. would have written optional tests for accessories including vented logs, inserts, 

top dampers, wind caps, exhaust fans, alternative refractory panels, aftermarket glass and shrouds with 

a blanket listing for use with multiple mixed appliances terminating within one shroud, they would have 

done it. If there was a way that was economically viable that fulfilled the engineering, ethical and 

enforcement concerns, they would have written it. To date they cannot for the obvious reasons and 

those stated above. I would welcome a provision for aftermarket parts and accessories is there was 

some way to ensure they met or exceeded the original listing without a deleterious effect on the heat 

signature or the appliance, the durability of the components, the production of noxious flue gases and 

the proper exhausting of same gases, and the elimination of collateral damage.  I remain not convinced. 

I support the hearth industry but not at the sacrifice of public safety.  

________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Bob Harper 

Name  
 
 
30 July, 2015 

Date 

 

Please submit ballots to kshea@nfpa.org  no later than Thursday, August 6, 2015. 
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Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces and Venting Systems for 

Heat-Producing Appliances 

 
Supplemental Letter Ballot on NFPA 211 Second Revision No. 7 

 

 
 
 
 
Second Revision No. 7:   
 

 

11.1.5 Factory-built fireplace system accessories shall be installed in accordance with 

the manufacturer’s installation instructions. 

 

Substantiation: 

 

This eliminates the concern over requiring gas log sets and other accessories to be listed 

for a specific fireplace. 

 

 

 
 

 

Please record me as voting: 
 

 

    AFFIRMATIVE    XX   NEGATIVE*    ABSTAINING* 

 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE –An explanation must accompany a negative or abstaining vote. 
 
 
All components of a fireplace system should be tested and listed for use in that fireplace system 

before being installed.  When fire is introduced into the home, every effort needs to be made to 

ensure that the entire system is as safe as possible and all adjuncts to the system need to be 

approved by or authorized by the fireplace/insert manufacturer or an independent testing 

company.   

 

 

 

 

     THOM HELLER 

Name  
 
      8/5/15 

Date 

 

Please submit ballots to kshea@nfpa.org  no later than Thursday, August 6, 2015. 
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Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces and Venting Systems for 

Heat-Producing Appliances 

 
Supplemental Letter Ballot on NFPA 211 Second Revision No. 7 

 

 
 
 
 
Second Revision No. 7:   
 

 

11.1.5 Factory-built fireplace system accessories shall be installed in accordance with 

the manufacturer’s installation instructions. 

 

Substantiation: 

 

This eliminates the concern over requiring gas log sets and other accessories to be listed 

for a specific fireplace. 

 

 

 
 

 

Please record me as voting: 
 

 

    AFFIRMATIVE  X  NEGATIVE*    ABSTAINING* 

 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE –An explanation must accompany a negative or abstaining vote. 
 
 
 

_Factory built and listed fireplaces need to use equipment that has been approved by 

the fireplace manufacturer, and installed in accordance with the fireplaces installation 

instructions. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Dale Hersey 

Name  
 
 
8/3/15 

Date 

 

Please submit ballots to kshea@nfpa.org  no later than Thursday, August 6, 2015. 
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Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces and Venting Systems for 

Heat-Producing Appliances 

 
Supplemental Letter Ballot on NFPA 211 Second Revision No. 7 

 

 
 
 
 
Second Revision No. 7:   
 

 

11.1.5 Factory-built fireplace system accessories shall be installed in accordance with 

the manufacturer’s installation instructions. 

 

Substantiation: 

 

This eliminates the concern over requiring gas log sets and other accessories to be listed 

for a specific fireplace. 

 

 

 
 

 

Please record me as voting: 
 

 

    AFFIRMATIVE  X   NEGATIVE*    ABSTAINING* 

 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE –An explanation must accompany a negative or abstaining vote. 
 
 
Substantiation is not correct for the revision 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

    Vickie Hodges 
 

Name  
 
   8-6-2015 
 

Date 

 

Please submit ballots to kshea@nfpa.org  no later than Thursday, August 6, 2015. 
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Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces and Venting Systems for 

Heat-Producing Appliances 

 
Supplemental Letter Ballot on NFPA 211 Second Revision No. 7 

 

 
 
 
 
Second Revision No. 7:   
 

 

11.1.5 Factory-built fireplace system accessories shall be installed in accordance with 

the manufacturer’s installation instructions. 

 

Substantiation: 

 

This eliminates the concern over requiring gas log sets and other accessories to be listed 

for a specific fireplace. 

 

 

 
 

 

Please record me as voting: 
 

 
    AFFIRMATIVE  X   NEGATIVE*    ABSTAINING* 

 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE –An explanation must accompany a negative or abstaining vote. 
 
 
 

I had neglected previously in my earlier vote to realize that Chapter 14 was for maintenance 

therefore allowing aftermarket components if OEM parts are not available.  Chptr 11 should 

remain as a new installation and as always, attempting to obtain a listed accessory for a 

fireplace in lieu of an aftermarket one._This in theory forces a discussion with the OEM 

fireplace mfgr to get guidance on additional accessories desired by the 

homeowner.________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Keith Page 
 

Name  
 
 
8/6/15 

Date 

Please submit ballots to kshea@nfpa.org  no later than Thursday, August 6, 2015. 
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Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces and Venting Systems for 
Heat-Producing Appliances 

 
Supplemental Letter Ballot on NFPA 211 Second Revision No. 7 

 
 
 
 
 
Second Revision No. 7:   
 

 

11.1.5 Factory-built fireplace system accessories shall be installed in accordance with 
the manufacturer’s installation instructions. 
 

Substantiation: 
 

This eliminates the concern over requiring gas log sets and other accessories to be listed 
for a specific fireplace. 

 
 
 
 

 

Please record me as voting: 
 

 
    AFFIRMATIVE  XX   NEGATIVE*    ABSTAINING* 
 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE –An explanation must accompany a negative or abstaining vote. 
 
 
I concur that Chapter 11, is the “New Installation” chapter. Chapter 14 is the 
“Maintenance” chapter. We have already passed language for chapter 14 making clear that 
components or accessories are required to be listed for that specific model of fireplace if available. 
 
 

Tom Pierce 
 

Name  
 

 
 
8‐7‐15 
Date 

 

Please submit ballots to kshea@nfpa.org  no later than Thursday, August 6, 2015. 

 

 
 



Technical Committee on Chimneys, Fireplaces and Venting Systems for 

Heat-Producing Appliances 

 
Supplemental Letter Ballot on NFPA 211 Second Revision No. 7 

 

 
 
 
 
Second Revision No. 7:   
 

 

11.1.5 Factory-built fireplace system accessories shall be installed in accordance with 

the manufacturer’s installation instructions. 

 

Substantiation: 

 

This eliminates the concern over requiring gas log sets and other accessories to be listed 

for a specific fireplace. 

 

 

 
 

 

Please record me as voting: 
 

 

    AFFIRMATIVE  x___  NEGATIVE*    ABSTAINING* 

 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE –An explanation must accompany a negative or abstaining vote. 
 
 
The allowance for installing factory-built fireplace accessories according to manufacturer’s 

installation instructions potentially creates confusion.  The safety concern over installing non-

listed (or essentially untested and/or non-validated) components and inadvertently creating a 

hazard outweighs the benefits of simply allowing installers to interpret manufacturer’s 

instructions as they see fit to accommodate a variety of possible field conditions.  Furthermore, 

the approach identified in this proposed language represents an erosion of the concept of utilizing 

products strictly in accordance with their listing.  There is insufficient justification to warrant 

what can be construed as a broad exemption to the listing requirement, especially for new fire 

place system accessories.  

 

Nate Wittasek   
 

Name  
 
8/6/2015 
 

Date 

 

Please submit ballots to kshea@nfpa.org  no later than Thursday, August 6, 2015. 
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