
 
 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 
 
TO: NFPA Technical Committee on Fire Tests (FIZ-AAA) 
 
FROM:  Tracy Golinveaux, Staff Liaison 
 
DATE:  May 4, 2010 
 
SUBJECT:  NFPA 262 A2011 ROC Let t er  Ballot   
              
 
The ROC letter ballot for NFPA 262 is attached.  The ballot is for formally voting on whether or not 
you concur with the committee’s actions on the comments.  Reasons must accompany all negative and 
abstention ballots. 
 
Please do not vote negatively because of editorial errors.  However, please bring such errors to my 
attention for action. 
 
The submittable PDF ballot form offers you the opportunity to submit your completed ballot 
electronically.  If you are interested, please print out the attached Ballot Submittal Instructions for 
further information.  These instructions provide information on how to download the files and submit 
the ballot.   
 
Returning the ballot electronically is an option.  You are still welcome to submit your ballot via fax 
(617-984-7110), mail or e-mail (jmcgovern@nfpa.org). 
 
Please complete and return your ballot as soon as possible but no later than Monday, May 24, 2010. 
 
The return of ballots is required by the Regulations Governing Committee Projects.   
 
Attachments 
 
 

mailto:jmcgovern@nfpa.org


Report on Comments  –  November 2010 NFPA 262
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
262-1     Log #2

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

262-4
Reject this proposal or accept only the change to the temperature limits.

No technical justification has been presented to make this change.  The potential exists for the change
in relative humidity (from a maximum of 55% to a maximum of 60%) to adversely affect smoke data.  No data was
presented that demonstrates that this is not the case and this is likely to affect cables that are borderline in smoke
release.

There is no technical justification to prove that test specimens will retain more moisture in an
environment with 5% more humidity in the test room.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
262-2     Log #3

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

262-17
Reject this proposal or accept only the change to the temperature limits.

No technical justification has been presented to make this change.  The potential exists for the
change in relative humidity (from a maximum of 55% to a maximum of 60%) to adversely affect smoke data.  No data
was presented that demonstrates that this is not the case and this is likely to affect cables that are borderline in smoke
release.

There is no technical justification to prove that test specimens will retain more moisture in an
environment with 5% more humidity in the test room

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
262-3     Log #4

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

262-20
Reject this proposal

No technical justification has been presented to make this change.  The technical committee was
promised data to demonstrate equivalency of results. It is important to demonstrate with data that the alternate options
generate similar results.  I suspect that the change is OK but data are needed to demonstrate that.
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Report on Comments  –  November 2010 NFPA 262
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
262-4     Log #5

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

262-40
Reject this proposal or accept only the change to the temperature limits.

No technical justification has been presented to make this change.  The potential exists for the change
in relative humidity (from a maximum of 55% to a maximum of 60%) to adversely affect smoke data.  No data was
presented that demonstrates that this is not the case and this is likely to affect cables that are borderline in smoke
release.

There is no technical justification to prove that test specimens will retain more moisture in an
environment with 5% more humidity in the test room.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
262-5     Log #1

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Stanley Kaufman, CableSafe, Inc.

262-44
Revise A.1.1.1 as follows:

This standard is referenced in NFPA 90A, Standard for the Installation of Air-Conditioning and Ventilating Systems, as
a test method that electrical wires and cables and optical fiber cables are required to comply with for use in plenums.
The pass/fail requirements are a maximum peak optical density of 0.50 or less, an average optical density of 0.15 or
less, and a maximum flame spread distance of 1.5 m (5 ft) or less. The National Electrical Code, NFPA 70, contains fine
print notes that reference this standard, with the same pass/fail requirements, as the test method for use to list cables
for use in plenums, in Articles articles 725 (Class 1, Class 2, and Class 3 Remote-Control, Signaling, and Power-Limited
Circuits), 760 (Fire Alarm Systems), 770 (Optical Fiber Cables and Raceways), 800 (Communications Circuits), 820
(Community Antenna Television and Radio Distribution Systems) and 830 (Network-Powered Broadband
Communications Systems). In NFPA 70, a cable complying with the above requirements is said to be “low
smoke-producing cable and fire-resistant cable” by “having adequate fire-resistant and low smoke-producing
characteristics”. It should be noted that the fire resistance described in NFPA 70 does not address the same issues that
are addressed when testing by use of a temperature–time curve, such as described in ASTM E 119, Standard Test
Methods for Fire Tests of Building Construction and Materials. Procedures for testing fire-resistive cables are described
in ANSI/UL 2196, Standard for Tests of Fire Resistive Cables.

The text accepted by the technical committee is problematical on two issues:.
1-The fine print notes in the NEC do not contain requirements; the NEC Style Manual does not permit mandatory

language in fine print notes (now called Informational Notes).
2- The NEC fine print notes reference a maximum peak optical density of “0.5” not “0.50”.

Although the langauge in the NEC is not mandatory, it is still included within the NEC. NFPA
90A is moving to reference a maximum peak optical density of 0.50 and NFPA 262 will follow to create consistency
between the documents. The change to the capitalization of the word Articles can be handled by NFPA staff during the
production process.
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Report on Comments  –  November 2010 NFPA 262
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
262-6     Log #6

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

262-47
Reject this proposal.

Moving the reference cable (and cable materials) into the non mandatory annex is definitely a move in
the right direction.  However, the use of a commercial product with compounded materials is likely to result in a future
lack of understanding whether a change in fire test results during calibration is the consequence of equipment/procedure
variations or of calibration product/materials variations. This product should be replaced by a rod, or even a sheet, of a
non compounded material.  Moreover the use of a commercial cable that is being regulated by this test as a calibration
product introduces a commercial advantage for one manufacturer and permits the manufacturer to use this as
advertisement material.  It should be noted that Mohawk Cable (which was purchased by Belden Cable a few years ago
and is located in Leominster, MA) will cease activities in July 2010, as announced by the Belden Cable company in its
web site, at http://investor.belden.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=397818 .

While this company may eventually go out of business, its parent company may be able to
provide an alternate cable. A description of the cable is available in the code.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
262-7     Log #7

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

262-48
Reject this proposal.

Moving the reference cable (and cable materials) into the non mandatory annex is definitely a move in
the right direction.  However, the use of a commercial product with compounded materials is likely to result in a future
lack of understanding whether a change in fire test results during calibration is the consequence of equipment/procedure
variations or of calibration product/materials variations. This product should be replaced by a rod, or even a sheet, of a
non compounded material.  Moreover the use of a commercial cable that is being regulated by this test as a calibration
product introduces a commercial advantage for one manufacturer and permits the manufacturer to use this as
advertisement material.  It should be noted that Mohawk Cable (which was purchased by Belden Cable a few years ago
and is located in Leominster, MA) will cease activities in July 2010, as announced by the Belden Cable company in its
web site, at http://investor.belden.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=397818 .

While this company may eventually go out of business, its parent company may be able to
provide an alternate cable. A description of the cable is available in the code.
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Report on Comments  –  November 2010 NFPA 262
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
262-8     Log #8

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

262-49
Reject this proposal.

Moving the reference cable (and cable materials) into the non mandatory annex is definitely a move in
the right direction.  However, the use of a commercial product with compounded materials is likely to result in a future
lack of understanding whether a change in fire test results during calibration is the consequence of equipment/procedure
variations or of calibration product/materials variations. This product should be replaced by a rod, or even a sheet, of a
non compounded material.  Moreover the use of a commercial cable that is being regulated by this test as a calibration
product introduces a commercial advantage for one manufacturer and permits the manufacturer to use this as
advertisement material.  It should be noted that Mohawk Cable (which was purchased by Belden Cable a few years ago
and is located in Leominster, MA) will cease activities in July 2010, as announced by the Belden Cable company in its
web site, at http://investor.belden.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=397818 .

While this company may eventually go out of business, its parent company may be able to
provide an alternate cable. A description of the cable is available in the code.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
262-9     Log #9

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

262-39
Reject this proposal.

Moving the reference cable (and cable materials) into the non mandatory annex is definitely a move in
the right direction.  However, the use of a commercial product with compounded materials is likely to result in a future
lack of understanding whether a change in fire test results during calibration is the consequence of equipment/procedure
variations or of calibration product/materials variations. This product should be replaced by a rod, or even a sheet, of a
non compounded material.  Moreover the use of a commercial cable that is being regulated by this test as a calibration
product introduces a commercial advantage for one manufacturer and permits the manufacturer to use this as
advertisement material.  It should be noted that Mohawk Cable (which was purchased by Belden Cable a few years ago
and is located in Leominster, MA) will cease activities in July 2010, as announced by the Belden Cable company in its
web site, at http://investor.belden.com/releasedetail.cfm?ReleaseID=397818 .

While this company may eventually go out of business, its parent company may be able to
provide an alternate cable. A description of the cable is available in the code.
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