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TO: NFPA Technical Committee on Fire Tests (FIZ-AAA) 
 
FROM:  Tracy Golinveaux, Staff Liaison 
 
DATE:  May 4, 2010 
 
SUBJECT:  NFPA 265 A2011 ROC Let t er  Ballot   
              
 
The ROC letter ballot for NFPA 265 is attached.  The ballot is for formally voting on whether or not 
you concur with the committee’s actions on the comments.  Reasons must accompany all negative and 
abstention ballots. 
 
Please do not vote negatively because of editorial errors.  However, please bring such errors to my 
attention for action. 
 
The submittable PDF ballot form offers you the opportunity to submit your completed ballot 
electronically.  If you are interested, please print out the attached Ballot Submittal Instructions for 
further information.  These instructions provide information on how to download the files and submit 
the ballot.   
 
Returning the ballot electronically is an option.  You are still welcome to submit your ballot via fax 
(617-984-7110), mail or e-mail (jmcgovern@nfpa.org). 
 
Please complete and return your ballot as soon as possible but no later than Monday, May 24, 2010. 
 
The return of ballots is required by the Regulations Governing Committee Projects.   
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Report on Comments  –  November 2010 NFPA 265
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
265-1     Log #1

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Rodney A. McPhee, Canadian Wood Council

265-5
This is a two-part comment:

– Revise the proposed Appendix Note, and using the text contained in the proposed Appendix Note, add a
formal definition for ‘expanded vinyl base coat’ to read, as follows:

Expanded vinyl base coat. A homogeneous layer of vinyl that contains closed cells, which have expanded due to
the use of a blowing agent in the manufacturing process.

The expanded base coat layer is a homogeneous vinyl layer that contains a blowing agent.  During processing,
the blowing agent decomposes, causing this layer to expand by forming closed cells. The total thickness of the wall
covering is approximately 1.4 to 1.8 mm (0.055 inch to 0.070 inch).

Renumber other definitions accordingly.
– Add a formal definition and related Appendix Note for ‘nonexpanded vinyl skin coat’ in Section 3.  The

following is one possible definition and Appendix Note to consider:
Nonexpanded vinyl skin coat. A thin layer of solid vinyl with a cloth backing.

The thickness of the skin coat is approximately 0.79 to 1.58 mm (0.0312 inch to .0625 inch).
Renumber other definitions accordingly.

The proposed definition lacks clarity in a number of ways.  Consequently, it will be difficult for AHJs
(and perhaps some manufacturers) to determine what types of materials (i.e., expanded vinyl wall coverings) are
represented and thus are now falling under the Scope and testing requirements of this standard.

Clarification is needed by adding new definitions for the concepts of ‘expanded vinyl base coat’ and ’nonexpanded vinyl
skin coat’.  Failing that, information needs to be added to the Appendix note to ensure it is clear as to the types of
expanded vinyl products that are now required to be tested to this standard.

The detail explaining expanded vinyl base coat is unnecessary. Not adding this definition is
consistent with other nationally recognized standards.

1Printed on  5/3/2010



Report on Comments  –  November 2010 NFPA 265
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
265-2     Log #2

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Rodney A. McPhee, Canadian Wood Council

265-6
Reject the proposed change and revise the current definition and Appendix Note to read, as

follows:
As used in this document, originally aA woven fabric made using yarns, which consist of, now generally

applied to (1) staple fibers and filaments suitable for conversion to or use as yarns or for the preparation of nonwoven
fabrics, (2) yarns made from, natural or manufactured fibers, or some combination thereof and (3) fabrics made from
fibers as defined in (1) and (2) and from yarns.

The clean version of this would read:
A woven fabric made using yarns, which consist of staple fibers and filaments, natural or manufactured

fibers, or some combination thereof.
In the Appendix Note, revise text to read:

The concept definition of a textile wall covering is intended to include carpets or other types of textile
floor coverings applied to panels or walls.

In the substantiation for this revised definition, it suggests that the change is needed because
.

This would suggest that the types of products currently captured by the definition and Scope (and therefore subject to
this fire test) needs to be expanded.  Unless this change is simply to bring back (capture) the types of textile wall
coverings always meant to be subject to this testing, this change should be rejected, as there has been no new
information submitted justifying such an expansion of the types of materials to be tested.

The definition of ‘textile’ has evolved and changed in the previous two cycles of NFPA 265 and is now proposed to be
changed again, seemingly back close to what it used to be.  It would seem that this makes sense, but we should attempt
to clearly word the definition so that there is no confusion as to what is represented.
This is a test method that applies to textile wall coverings, and not just textiles. As such, it is confusing to have this
definition written to continue to refer, in a general sense, to ‘textiles’, without any reference to ‘wall covering’, such as is
being proposed in the new definition for ‘expanded vinyl wall covering.’ Taking a similar approach would have us just
defining ‘expanded vinyl’. Since ‘textile wall covering’ is used throughout the document, consideration should also be
given to using as the preferred designation the compound term ‘textile wall covering’ and the definition adapted
accordingly.

Further, an ‘improper’ generalization of the concepts implicated is made more confusing by the appendix note that
refers to carpets or (other) textile floor coverings’. This indirect mentioning/referencing of floor coverings conflicts with
the Scope of the document and creates confusion. The Appendix note should be deleted or revised to avoid any
confusion.

The NFPA 705 ‘preferred’ definition seems to offer a more clearer explanation/ description, especially if one were to
simply add ‘wall covering’ in the list of examples of manufactured items.

Revise the definition of Textile to read as follows:
A non-woven fabric made of fibers or any kind of woven, knitted, knotted or tufted fabric.

The concept definition of a textile wall covering is intended to include carpets or other types of textile
floor coverings applied to panels or walls.

Many textiles used as wall coverings are neither woven nor made from yarns. The definition of
textile was updated to accommodate these products.

The committee requests that the Glossary of Terms recognize NFPA 286,
as the document responsible for the

definition of Textile.
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Report on Comments  –  November 2010 NFPA 265
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
265-3     Log #3

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Rodney A. McPhee, Canadian Wood Council

265-9
This is a multi-part comment.

Revise the proposed wording for new 5.1.4 to read as follows:
- If the wall

coverings are intended to be applied directly to a noncombustible wall or ceiling surface, the specimens shall consist of
the wall covering mounted...’ (continue with wording as proposed)

Add a new definition to Section 3 for ‘wall covering system’ to read:
An assembly of a textile wall covering or an expanded vinyl wall covering, adhesive (if

used), and substrate (if it is part of the assembly) used as a wall treatment for decorative or acoustical purposes.
Add a reference to ‘wall covering system’ in both the title and scope statements.
Add a new appendix NOTE to 5.1.3.1 explaining whether a wall covering installed on a pre-manufactured panel

can constitute the specimen, versus having to install the wall covering on one or all of the substrates described in 5.1.5,
5.1.5, and 5.1.6, in any case.

Add a new appendix NOTE to 5.1.8 explaining whether the specimen that has a wall covering installed directly
on a framing/track system will include some form of enclosing element on the backside of the framing system.

EDITORIAL COMMENTS:
-  Current numbering has dropped 5.1.2.
-  Proposed 5.1.5.1, since it is an exception to the provisions to 5.1.4, should be relocated to Section 5.1.4 and

renumbered as 5.1.4.1.
The new text introduces references to ‘wall covering system’.  This concept is not explicitly addressed

(referenced) within the scope of the document and also is not defined within the standard. The use of ASTM 2404 as a
basis for these changes justifies looking to that document for sources of such definitions, including that of ‘wall covering’,
which is also not defined in this  NFPA standard.

With the proposed 5.1.3.1, in referring to the type of adhesive to be used, it is unclear whether wall coverings that are
installed on factory produced wall panels must still be tested in accordance with 5.1.4, 5.1.5 or 5.1.6, versus being
tested as a complete pre-manufactured wall panel system.  Either way, this should be clarified in an Appendix note.

In the proposed new Section 5.1.4, there is a reference to ‘ceiling’ and ‘ceiling surface’. This presumably is going
beyond the scope of the standard and the references should be deleted.

In the new 5.1.8, it is unclear whether there is a need to install a backing/substrate surface to which the track/framing
would be installed. And with that, if it is expected that the framing system is not an ‘open’ one, it would also seem
necessary to clarify that the nature of the ‘backing/substrate’ surface be considered part of the ‘specimen’, as it relates
to ‘end-use’. Otherwise, it would seem that this can be applied to a wall covering system installed to only one side a
framing system that would otherwise be open, allowing simultaneous exposure of both sides to a single fire.

Revise text as follows:
5.1.4 If the wall coverings are

intended to be applied directly to a noncombustible wall surface, the specimens shall consist of the wall covering
mounted...’ (continue with wording as proposed)

Revise text as follows:
5.1.89

The
specimens shall consist of the wall covering mounted for test in a manner that
is representative of its installation. Both sides shall be tested where the system is not symmetrical and not intended to
be attached to a wall.

Part 1: It is necessary to include the word 'surface' to clarify where wall coverings are intended
to be applied.
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Report on Comments  –  November 2010 NFPA 265
Part 2: With the current revisions, it is no longer necessary to define 'Wall Covering System'.
Part 3: With the current revisions, the addition of the words 'wall covering system' in the scope and in the title are no

longer needed.
Part 4: See Committee Comment  85-5 (Log #CC3)
Part 5: The change to the section should meet the submitter's intent and adds details for a non-symmetrical specimen.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
265-4     Log #5

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Rick Thornberry, The Code Consortium, Inc. / Rep. Herman Miller, Inc.

265-9
Revise text to read as follows:

Test specimens shall be mounted on a substrate that is appropriate to the intended application.
Whenever a wall covering system uses an adhesive to attach a wall covering material, the adhesive specified by

the manufacturer shall be used for construction of the test specimen in accordance with the wall covering
manufacturer’s application instructions.

If the wall covering system is a factory-produced wall panel, the adhesive shall be the same one used in the
manufacture of the factory-produced wall panel.

Wall Coverings Intended to be Applied Directly to a Noncombustible Wall or Ceiling Surface - If the wall
coverings are intended to be applied directly to a noncombustible wall or ceiling surface, the specimens shall consist of
the wall covering mounted on a nominal 6 mm (1/4 in.) thick fiber-cement board, complying with ASTM C 1186,
Standard Specification for Flat Fiber-Cement Sheets, (Grade II) and passing ASTM E 136, Standard Test Method for
Behavior of Materials in a Vertical Tube Furnace at 750°C.

Wall Coverings Intended to be Applied over Gypsum Board - If the wall coverings are intended to be applied over
gypsum board, the specimens shall consist of the wall covering mounted on a nominal 16 mm (5/8 in.) thick Type X
gypsum board, complying with ASTM C 1396/C 1396M, Specification for Gypsum Board. The gypsum board shall not
be required to be mounted on studs.

Whenever a wall covering has been tested using the test specimen described in 5.1.5 (over gypsum board), it
shall not be required to be additionally tested mounted on a fiber-cement board in accordance with 5.1.4.

Wall Coverings Intended to be Applied over a Wood Substrate - If the wall coverings are intended to be applied
over a wood substrate, the specimens shall consist of the wall covering mounted on untreated plywood, with a face
veneer of Douglas fir. The plywood shall have the same thickness as the wood substrate used in actual installations field
practice, and shall comply with NIST Voluntary Product Standard PS 1-07, Structural Plywood. The plywood shall carry
be marked with a grade stamp indicating that the plywood has been graded PS 1-07 A-B and is for exterior exposure.
The plywood shall with contain a grade stamp shall be issued by a quality control agency. Alternatively, the plywood
shall be permitted to be stamped as conforming to CSA Standard O121 (Douglas fir plywood).

Wall Coverings Intended to be Applied over Substrates other than Wood, Gypsum Board or Noncombustible
Surfaces - If the wall coverings are intended to be applied over substrates other than wood, gypsum board or
noncombustible surfaces, the specimens shall consist of the wall covering mounted on the substrate to which they are it
is to be applied for actual end use according to the adhesive and application method technique specified by the
manufacturer.

Editorial clarifications/corrections.

See Committee Comment 85-6 (Log #CC1)
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Report on Comments  –  November 2010 NFPA 265
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
265-5     Log #CC3

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Technical Committee on Fire Tests,

265-9
Revise text as follows:

5.1.1 Test specimens shall be mounted on a substrate that is appropriate to
the intended application.

5.1.1 Where wall coverings are intended to be applied to a substrate in actual end use, the test specimens shall consist
of the wall coverings mounted on a substrate that is appropriate for the intended application as described in 5.1.3
through 5.1.9.

5.1.2 Where wall coverings are used as part of prefabricated panels or demountable, relocatable, full height partitions,
the specimens shall consist of the prefabricated panel or the demountable, relocatable, full height partitions with the wall
coverings mounted in the same manner as the actual finished product.

5.1.2.1 Where panels or partitions specified in 5.1.2 are constructed at the test facility, any adhesives used shall be the
same as those used by the manufacturer of the panels or partitions.

5.1.3* Where an adhesive is used to attach a wall covering to a substrate, the adhesive specified by the manufacturer
shall be used for construction of the test specimen in accordance with the wall covering manufacturer application
instructions.

5.1.3.1 If the wall covering system is a factory-produced wall panel, the
adhesive shall be the same one used in the manufacture of the factory-produced
wall panel.

The revision to 5.1.1 clarifies that 5.1.3- 5.1.9 apply to wall coverings that are intended to be attached
to a substrate. The new 5.1.2 discusses factory manufactured or lab fabricated panels or partitions that are not intended
to be attached to a substrate.

The new 5.1.2.1 replaces 5.1.3.1 which is being deleted because 5.1.3.1 was specific for factory manufactured
systems. This is now covered in 5.1.2.

Section 5.1.3 was revised for clarification.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
265-6     Log #CC1

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Technical Committee on Fire Tests,

265-9
Revise 5.1.5 as follows:

Wall Coverings Intended to be Applied over Gypsum Board - If the wall coverings are intended to be applied over
gypsum board, the specimens shall consist of the wall covering mounted on a nominal 16 mm (5/8 in.) thick Type X
gypsum wallboard, complying with ASTM C 1396/C 1396M, Specification for Gypsum Board.

Adding the word wall specifies that not all types of gypsum board can be used for mounting
specimens.
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Report on Comments  –  November 2010 NFPA 265
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
265-7     Log #CC4

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Technical Committee on Fire Tests,

265-9
Add annex note to 5.1.7 as revised in Proposal 265-9 and Committee Comment 265-5 (Log #CC3)

as follows:
A.5.1.7 References to wood are not intended to apply to wood to which a fire retardant treatment has been applied.

This annex note adds clarification for applications that use fire retardant treated wood.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
265-8     Log #4

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Rick Thornberry, The Code Consortium, Inc. / Rep. Herman Miller, Inc.

265-3
Revise text to read as follows:

A.1.1.1 Once important difference between the ignition source in this test method and that used in NFPA 286,
Standard Methods of Fire Tests for Evaluating Contribution of Wall and Ceiling Interior Finish to Room Fire Growth, is
that the flame in the NFPA 265 ignition source does not reach the ceiling. Thus, the NFPA 265 ignition source should
not be used for testing materials that are to be installed on the ceiling.

The sentence being deleted is not necessary. See Section 1.1.4.

Change the location of the annex note from 1.1.1 to 1.1.4. Keep deleted sentence as follows:
A.1.1.4 One important difference between the ignition source in this test method and that used in NFPA 286, Standard

Methods of Fire Tests for Evaluating Contribution of Wall and Ceiling Interior Finish to Room Fire Growth, is that the
flame in the NFPA 265 ignition source does not reach the ceiling. Thus, the NFPA 265 ignition source should not be
used for testing materials that are to be installed on the ceiling.

Attaching this annex note to 1.1.4  while keeping the second sentence should meet the
submitters intent.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
265-9     Log #6

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Rick Thornberry, The Code Consortium, Inc. / Rep. Herman Miller, Inc.

265-10
Revise text to read as follows:

B.3
Textile wall coverings or expanded vinyl wall coverings should be considered as demonstrating satisfactory

performance if, during the Method B test protocol, the following conditions are met:
(1) Flame should not spread to the ceiling during the 40kW exposure.
(2) Flame should not spread to the outer extremities of the samples on the 2.44 m x 3.66 m (8 ft x 12ft) walls.
(3) Flashover should not occur.
(4) The total smoke released throughout the test should not exceed 1,000m2.

Part B.3 (4) states that model codes require a total smoke released of 1000 m2. This is not true. It is
true when using NFPA 286 for new material but not NFPA 265. Because of this, model codes require that when using
NFPA 265, the material still must be tested in the tunnel to obtain a smoke developed index (SDI).

This action is consistent with other nationally recognized standards.
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