
 

NFPA 3 & 4   

Technical Committee on Commissioning and   

Integrated Testing of Fire and Life Safety Systems  

(CMI-AAA)  

NFPA 3 & 4 A2017 First Revision Meeting November 17-18, 2015  

Minutes of Meeting  
1. Chair Pilette called the meeting to order at 8:12 AM, Tuesday November 17, 2015 at Embassy 

Suites Charlotte, NC. (Agenda Item 1)  

2. Chair introduced himself and self-introductions were made.   (Agenda item 2 and 3) Attendance 

included:  

 Principal Members  Principal members (cont’d)  Alternate members (cont’d)  

 Maurice Pilette, Chair  Joe Noble  Thomas Parrish (telephone)  

 Art Black  Pascal Pfeiffer  Richard Roberts (voting alt)  

 Bruce Clarke  Christian Pierson  Larry Shudak (tele. day 1)  

 Michael DeVore  Robert Schifiliti  Terry Victor (voting)  

 Paul Dunphy  Kenneth Schneider  Keith Willoughby  

 Douglas Fisher (Day 1)  Robert Tabet    

 Lawrence Forshner  Frank Van Overmeiren  Jacqueline Wilmot, NFPA  

 Kimberly Gruner    Warren Olsen (Day 2)  Staff Liaison  

 Thomas Hammerberg  Alternate Members    

 John Hulett  Mark Buschman (voting)  Guests  

 Robert James  Bruce Campbell  Keith Woller, UA Local 669    

 Robert Kasiski (tele. Day 1)  Bradford Cronin (voting day1)  Sprinklerfitters  

 John Kampmeyer (tele day 2)  Daniel Finnegan (Day 1)  Dan Decker, Safety Systems  

 Russell Leavitt  Brandon Frakes  and FSSA  

David LeBlanc  James Graffam  Barry Chase, NFPA Norbert Makowka    

3. Chair recognized Kim Gruner for her work on the committee as Secretary. He also noted that she will 

continue this responsibility for the committee.   

4. Chair asked committee to identify any action being taken to request Public Input (PI) to codes for 

reference of NFPA 3 and 4.  (Agenda item 7)  

• Thomas Hammerberg noted that work has begun on NFPA 101 chapter 9 with a PI using NFPA 

4, NFPA staff got with chair of occupancy chapters to reflect back to 9.  Also Annex material in 

that document for NFPA 3 reference.  Same in NFPA 1.  Working on IFC for reference to NFPA 

4.  Also accepted as a PI in NFPA 909.    

• Daniel Finnegan noted PI has been submitted to ICC.  730/731 first draft also.  He further noted 

that these have not been easy sells.  There were questions about cost and complexity.  All have 

task groups formed to work on questions that have arisen.  At least got in the First Revision and 

started discussion.    

• Chair Maurice Pilette noted NFPA 502 on tunnels has passed reference in the body of the 

document to NFPA 4 and annex ref to NFPA 3.  This will likely be the first document referencing 

NFPA 4 released.   

5. Other industry comments were also discussed: (Agenda item 4)  

• James Graffam noted that industry does not grasp what NFPA 3 and 4 are and are not aware of 

the documents.    

• Art Black noted that he co-teaches for NFSA on NFPA 72 and 25 coordination.  He has inserted 

a slide or two on NFPA 4.  He receives similar reaction in the training sessions regarding 

unawareness of the documents.    

• Paul Dunphy completed a couple of webinars to college and universities.  Pay per view webinars 

on Campus Fire Safety.  Colleges and universities were interested.  Jacqueline and Paul did an 

NFPA webinar.  Word has been getting out.  Engineering firms involved and using it.     

• Bruce Clarke noted that has been pushing the documents.  He has been recommending to use 

as a corporate guide and has been well received.    

6. Chair requested a count of voting members: 24 voting members counted + chair (25).  

7. More discussion on other industry comments:  
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• Frank VanOvermeiren noted that several agencies automatically adopt standards – particularly 

governmental agencies.    

• Bob Tabet confirmed that the government embraces standards, but noted they still need to be 

referenced in contract documents and he intends to support in doing so.   

• Bruce Clarke noted NFPA 80 has a PI with a shall statement for using NFPA 4.   

• Russell Leavitt noted that he has been involved in debate on NFPA 909.  That committee had 

concern for small facility requirements.  9 out of 10 of these facilities are small installations.  He 

commented to make sure of how this is presented and that we address the difference between 

the very small and large installations.  The documents need clear and concise language if that is 

our intent or not.    

• Doug Fisher commented that it is not intended for NFPA 3 and 4 to document ‘where’ it is used, 

but addresses ‘how’.    

8. Chair asked Pascal Pfeiffer about the status of his previous residence/home/family regarding the 

recent tragedy in Paris.  No Comment – family and closest relatives are unharmed.    

9. Chair requested approval of meeting minutes.  Motion so made and seconded.  Motion carried.  

(Agenda item 5).  

10. Staff Liaison, Jacqueline Wilmot, provided a presentation including several topics – Standard meeting 

communication, NFPA’s new Revision Process and A2017 Revision Cycle, Committee distribution 

percentage by group, sales results of NFPA 3 and 4 document purchase (by industry and job function), 

reminder that there are some committee members without alternates and these can still be assigned, 

Fire Protection Research Foundation, NFPA advisory obtain very few questions on NFPA 3 or 4, 

thanked committee for their participation. (Agenda item 6)  

11. Art Black requested chair that we reserve a week block for 2nd draft meeting. Chair responded that we 

would discuss the schedule on day 2 as noted in the agenda.   

12. Chair, Maurice Pilette, identified the public inputs created by Doug Fisher.  The agenda package 

included each chapter as read with proposal.  He called attention to the 2 chapter 5 PI’s.  The public 

input was not submitted in legislative text format.  Staff liason, Jacqueline Wilmot, nicely provided the 

information in a legislative text format (e-mailed separately to committee prior to the meeting).  

Committee thanked her for this added info.  Chair noted that Day 2 of the agenda will be to address 

NFPA 4’s 16 proposals by Michael DeVore and Paul Dunphy.    

13. Chair noted that First, committee needs to determine if we move forward as a standard for NFPA 3.  

Chair asked Doug Fisher speak to NFPA  3 public input/task group reports.  

14. Doug Fisher noted that the task group on last revision cycle met to change to ‘standard’.  They broke 

into smaller groups for chapters.  Simplistically changing ‘should’ to ‘shall’ did not work fully.  Example 

qualifications and the resultant unenforceable language.  To the best of Doug’s knowledge the task 

groups did not change the technical aspects, yet changed to enforceable language.  Annex A, B, C 

and D resulted.  Doug noted that he pulled together info from each task group with at least 3 people 

each. He incorporated concerns from those who were nervous about moving forward as standard.  

Doug stressed the need for the document to be adopted.  Regarding the 2 chapter 5’s – task group 

had a report and then Michael DeVore had his also.  Both were submitted; 2 separate PI’s.  (Agenda 

item 8)  

15. Michael DeVore spoke to his version of Public Input for Chapter 5, Public Input #12.  He noted that if 

there was not enforceable language it was moved to an Annex or deleted since did not make sense 

as a ‘shall’.  Mike provided staff an Excel spreadsheet (day 2 afternoon) on where each section moved.  

16. Robert Schifiliti asked chair if he was to begin discussion of PI 12.  Staff liason Wilmot displayed PI 

#12 for the committee to review.    

17. Chair Pilette asked for motion for NFPA 3 go forward as a standard or not.  Motion made and seconded 

to request FR to make NFPA 3 a Standard and revise the title from Recommended Practice to 

Standard.  Discussion was held from various committee members mostly speaking in favor of the 

motion. There were also a few concerns communicated about documenting a clear scope, owner 

requirement, caution on where it should be used, need minimum wording/not maximum, building code 

will mandate where it applies.  After several minutes of this discussion, Russell  Leavitt motioned call 

to question and it was seconded. Motion carried.  

18. Voted results for NFPA 3 going forward as a Standard included 22 ‘for’, 1 ‘against’, and 2 ‘abstain’.  
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19. Staff liason Jacqueline Wilmot displayed legislative text version of chapter 1.  She explained how the 

committee will be balloted on these PI’s.  There will be a separate ballot for moving NFPA 3 forward 

as a Standard.  Each section in chapter 1 will also be balloted.  (Agenda Item 9)  

20. Jacqueline Wilmot made sure that those on the telephone could view the staff screens.     

21. Committee proceeded in working through the PI on NFPA 3 in Chapter order with associated Annex.   

22. Terry Victor motioned to remove acronyms from the document.  Seconded.  Discussion. This vote 

Failed. Art Black motioned to put both term with acronym with definition and spell out in the document.  

Motion and seconded.  Vote passed.  

23. Day 1 completed NFPA 3 PI’s except chapter 6 and annexes.  

24. Moved to Adjourn 5:30pm with intent for committee to begin at 7:30 am on Day 2. Seconded.  Chair 

adjorned day 1 of the meeting.  

25. Day 2.  Chair Pilette called meeting to order 7:35AM.  

26. Warren Olsen was not able to attend on day 1, but was present day 2 so chair introduced him.    

27. Chair Pilette requested day 2 count of Voting members: 22 voting members counted (including phone) 

+ chair  

28. Committee began with NFPA 3 Chapter 6 PI and new proposed Annexes.    

29. Staff liason Jacqueline Wilmot noted that the committee will be balloted on Rec. Practice to Std.  Staff 

noted Chapter 1 was started individually but will be pulled together as a chapter.  Recommended ballot 

for each chapter.  Chapter 3 will be individual ballots.  Chapter 4-6 ballot by full chapter.     

30. Chair requested another straw poll vote regarding NFPA 3 as a Standard.  All hands raised for moving 

forward as standard.  No votes against doing so.  

31. Completed NFPA 3 Annex C First Revision.  

32. Committee proceeded through NFPA 4 PI’s.  

33. Jaqueline Wilmot received an Input that was submitted late.  Not a formal PI yet presented per chair 

request.  This input identified passive Fire protection new section on 5.2.13.  Resolved with 

substantiation that it belongs best in Commissioning, due to inspection, not testing.  Describes 

inspections of individual systems, not an integrated system.  Staff, Jaqueline Wilmot will e-mail a reply 

back to the submitter.    

34. Terry Victor presented several motions for new NFPA 4 First Revisions regarding the following items:  

• Replace acronyms in the main body with full text and keep with the definition only.  Motion carried.  

• New definition Active Fire Protection System with its annex.  Pull existing definition from NFPA  

3. Motion carried.  

• 4.3.3. change test team to the agent.  Discussion that the agent may not be required, collective.  

Motion failed.  Motion to create FR to add annex material to 4.3.3 explaining that the knowledge 

is collective, not full knowledge of each team member.  Motion carried.    

• 4.5.7. with annex to address that the plan include guidance for retest requirements in the event of 

test failure.  Motion carried.   

• 5.3.1. for if a failure occurs, it can be allowed to be retested without a complete integrated test.  

Frank VanOvermeiren suggested moving to 5.2.8.1.  Motion carried.    

35. Terry Victor requested NFPA 3 re-open.  He requested FR for addition of a new section on Turnover 

Phase (Substantial System Completion).  Section 5.5 and all annex material to NFPA 3.  Requested 

Insert between Construction and Occupancy Phases.  This time usually is a temporary occupancy 

period.  Voting was 10 ‘for’ and 7 ‘against’, motion carried.  Guidance is needed for owner turnover 

allowed prior to commissioning.  There is some opposition that turnover is a part of the construction 

phase. This single item was requested to be balloted separate from section 5.    

36. Michael DeVore forwarded Jaqueline Wilmot the suggested wording for Chapter 5 substantiation.  

Committee agreed with this substantiation.  

37. Frank VanOvermeiren would like to put forth a concept.  Frank discussed need to identify small – 

medium - large system, also talked about quantity of interconnections.  Need a task group to work on 

this topic.  He noted that at the highest level installation, nobody would contest that Commissioning 

and Integrated Testing is required.  Owner needs to determine or as Bob Schifiliti’s recommended 

phrase as ’governing laws and standards’ and for a high rise building.  The next two general categories: 

any assembly over 500,000 sq. ft., any industrial or storage facility over 1 million sq. feet.  Need to 

determine how to get that information out to get a general consensus on what to recommend to codes.  

Terry Victor noted that Dan Finnegan is facing that with IFC now.  Paul Dunphy likes concept, possibly 

add research facilities.  Frank has tried to state as occupancy-wise, to put in terms of the code officials.  

Discussed possible annex like NFPA 72 has for adoption document.  Russell Leavitt made motion to 
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create CI using Frank Overmeiren’s proposals.  The committee agreed to some start to wording.  

Additional work may be needed on this wording for the 2nd draft meeting.  Frank VanOvermeiren and 

Russell Leavitt will work on task group. This similar text will be used for both NFPA 3 and 4.  Motion 

carried for both NFPA 3 and 4 CI’s.  (Agenda item 10)  

38. Chair Pilette identified that he will assign Task Groups for each chapter and Qualifications (7 task 

groups) in preparation for the 2nd draft meeting and will be communicating this via e-mail.    

39. Terry Victor requested to have Frank VanOvermeiren’s input available for next week for the conference 

call on the IFC – Frank will submit a quick draft to Terry and they will work on it.   

40. Chair requested discussion on Second revision meeting dates, May 16 - Oct 31.  Committee 

determined meeting date for week of August 22 (23-25), 2016.  Committee liked idea of use of the 

NFPA new conference center in Quincy.  (Agenda item 11)  

41. Kimberly Gruner requested availability of a preliminary report, particularly NFPA 3.  Jacqueline Wilmot 

responded, Elena Carroll will send a preliminary report as soon as possible.  Editors will then start 

their job to next phase and then it will be in Terra View for the 2nd draft meeting.  

42. Chair Pilette thanked committee and staff liason, Jacqueline Wilmot.  

43. Motion to adjourn at 2:18PM, seconded.  Meeting adjourned. (Agenda item 12)  

  

  

  

  

  

  


