
 
 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON 
Textile and Garment Care Processes 

Agenda 
Conference Call/Adobe Connect 

 Pre-First Draft Meeting 
 

April 26, 2013 2:00-3:00 PM EDT 
 
 
 
1. Call to Order. Jan Barlow, Chair.  
 
2. Introduction of Attendees.   
 
3. Approval of minutes from Pre First Draft Meeting held on March 11-12, 2013 Quincy, MA.   
 
4. Task Group Reports 
 
 a) Boiler Issues-Stephen Dale, TG chair 
 

b) NFPA 69/Explosion Protection and Boilers -The Task Group Chair/Cochair, Stephen Langiulli and 
Vic Williams 
 
c) Dry Cleaning Operations rewrite-Mary Scalco 
 
d) Solvent Task Group-JD Douglas 

   
 

5.        Review of Draft Document Rewrite-Stephen Langiulli 
 
 

6.  Update on UL 664 and Listing of Equipment. 
 
7.  Future meetings scheduled.  May 17, July 12 at 2 PM. Meeting notices have been sent to all 

committee members.   
 
7.        New Business.  
 
8.        Adjournment.   
 
 



 
 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON 
Textile and Garment Care Processes 

Minutes 
Pre-First Draft Meeting 

NFPA Quincy, Ma 
 

March 11-12, 2013 
Attendees: 
 
Jan Barlow, Jan’s Cleaners, MI, Committee Chair 
 
Stephen Dale, Cincinnati Insurance, OH 
James Douglas, Prestige Cleaners/Green Earth Cleaning, CA 
Stephen Langiulli, ILSA Machines, NY 
Mary Scalco, Drycleaning and Laundry Institute, MD 
Eric Wade*, NY Dept Env Conservation, NY 
Michele, Buttazzoni, Intertek, Italy 
 
Nancy Pearce, NFPA Staff Liaison 
 
Guests: 
 
Hakim Hasan, Intertek, GA (applied as Principal) 
Rhett Hesprich, Pond* (applied as Principal) 
Nora Nealis,  
Vic Williams, (applied as principal) 
Alfonso Ibarretta, Exponent, (NFPA 69 rep)  
 
*Conference Call/Adobe Connect 
 
NFPA Guest Visits included Chris Dubay, VP Codes and Standards, Amy Cronin, Division Manager Codes and 
Standards Administration, Michael Wixted, Associate Engineer, Codes and Standards, Amanda Kimball, NFPA 
Research Foundation, Joanne Goyette, Project Administrator 
 
 
 
1. Call to Order-Jan Barlow, Chair, called the meeting to order at 8:15 Am on March 11, 2013. 
 
2. Introduction of Attendees and Roster Update.  Committee members and guests introduced 
           themselves and their affiliation.       
 
3. Approval of minutes from Pre First Draft Meeting held on February 5, 2013.  A motion was made and 

seconded.  Minutes were approved as written.  
 
4. Task Group Reports 
 

a) Boiler Issues-Stephen Dale, TG chair, reviewed the NFPA 32 issue for life safety and boiler 
related issues and presented preliminary findings.  Nancy Pearce met with NFPA Life safety staff 
to review and compare requirements in NFPA 101 and 5000 with those in NFPA 32.   The issue of 
the 10 foot requirement for boiler openings into the dry cleaning room was discussed. Nancy 



indicated that the NFPA life safety staff had questioned the requirement and Nancy had 
researched previous NFPA 32 standards and determined that the requirement had been in the 
first NFPA 32 standard in 1954 but no substantiation for the requirement was available.  Other 
issues to be addressed include defining the type of wall materials and construction of buildings 
and clarifying that boilers are not required to be in detached buildings.   The task group will meet 
and work to develop recommendations for changes to the full committee.   A copy of NFPA 69 
and NFPA 84 will be posted to the Technical Committee tab for committee use only.    

 
 
b) NFPA 69/Explosion Protection-The Task Group Chair, James Schreiner, resigned from the 

committee due to a change in employment.   Alfonso Ibarretta, a fire protection engineer from 
Exponent and a member of the NFPA 69 committee provided a brief overview of the fire and 
explosion protection provisions in both NFPA 69 and NFPA 86 and discussed the issue of 
appropriate explosion prevention for dry cleaning machines.  Alfonso also provided the 
committee with additional recommendations for dealing with some of the fire related provisions 
in NFPA 32.   

 
One of the issues that was still unclear was how the NFPA 69 standard determined the 60% 
requirement for LFL since NFPA 32 extracts that same requirement.  The requirement was 
established in 1969 and no documentation was available.   Nancy will contact the NFPA 69 
committee chair to ask if any committee members can provide further information.   
 
The Task Group will do further work and will develop recommendations to be presented to the 
full committee.   
 
 

5.        Review of Draft Document Rewrite-There was discussion again about the need for a complete rewrite 
           of NFPA 32 to reflect current technology and in order for it to be a more user friendly document for 
           AHJs.   Stephen Langiulli has volunteered to reorganize and rewrite the NFPA 32 document.  Stephen   

provided a proposed outline for this revision and the committee had extensive discussion on a 
number of issues.  A Task Group was formed to assist Stephen with the rewrite.   Stephen and the 
TG will first reorganize the entire document by pulling sections with existing numbers into a single 
document, striking sections that appear irrelevant and providing an outline for the next step in the 
revision.  There were two key new “chapters” that were proposed, one dealing with solvents and one 
dealing with operations.  The “historical” provisions dealing with Class II solvents will be pulled out of 
main text of document and put in a separate chapter.    This material cannot be put into annex 
completely since annex material is not enforceable and there are still some dry cleaners using the 
older technology.   
 
One of the issues raised was the need for ensuring that the solvents being provided to dry cleaners 
met the flash point and LFL specifications for the machinery on which it was approved for use.  There 
was concern that with the move towards combustible solvents that there needed to be some 
assurance that they were tested periodically.  There was also concern raised about the lack of 
knowledge about the effect of additives on the flashpoints and LFLs and the “breakdown” of the 
chemicals and changes in concentrations over time.   It was generally agreed that there was a need 
to look into this issue further and a task group was formed to do more research and report back to 
the committee.   (See also Item 7 New Business regarding Research Foundation) 
 
Another issue discussed was the need for an “operations” chapter that would include looking at how 
the chemicals and materials are handled, what type of training is provided for operators, etc.  A task 
group was formed to look at this issue and report back to the full committee. 
 
 

6. Formation of Additional Task Groups-Three additional task groups were formed as described above. 
  

1) Document Rewrite Task Group 
 2) Solvent Task Group 
 3) Operations Task Group 
 



Once the Solvent and Operations Task Groups complete their recommendations, the Document 
Rewrite Task group will incorporate these recommendations into the reorganized document and 
additional task groups will be formed to deal with individual chapter rewrites.    

 
Task groups will meet and will report to full committee at upcoming conference calls to be set up ~ 
every 4 to 8 weeks until work is completed.  Dates established for the next conference calls are as 
follows; 

 
 April 26, May 17, July 12 at 2 PM. Meeting notices have been sent to all committee members.   
 

A list of current task groups with members is attached.   
  
7.       New Business. Nancy reminded the group that we would like to increase the number of committee 

members and that whenever possible all committee members should have alternates. Nancy also    
asked for members to get the word out to interested parties about the upcoming revision cycle.   A 
notice explaining how to apply for committee membership and how to submit public input was drafted 
and is attached with the minutes.  Committee members agreed to notify stakeholders and to contact 
TCATA (Textile Care Allied Trade Association) to ask that a representative apply to the Committee.  
Nancy will contact several Fire Marshals associations since the committee felt that AHJ representation 
was critical to ensure that the document would be understandable and usable to an AHJ.  
 
The committee also discussed the possibility of requesting a research foundation project to look at 
how other industries may be assessing solvent and material degradation issues.  Amanda Kimball 
from the NFPA Research Foundation was asked in to the meeting to discuss this possibility with the 
group.  She explained that the project they were discussing would be one that the Foundation could 
possibly fund and she discussed timeframes for applying and receiving such funds.  The Solvent Task 
Group will evaluate the issues at hand and determine if it makes sense to recommend that the 
Committee submit a request for a new project by the end of the year.    

 
8.       Adjournment.  Meeting was adjourned March 12, 2013 at 2:10 PM so that the Committee could visit 
          the NFPA library. 
 
 


