
 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON 
Confined Space Safe Work Practices 

AGENDA 
Draft Development Meeting #3 

Charlotte, NC 
April 2-4, 2013 

 
Attendees: 
 
Don English, Chair EES Consulting  

Louis Donsbach US Steel Corporation 

Aaron Duff NFPA Industrial Fire Protection Section Rep 

Adam Jones Buechel Fire Protection District 

Alfred Keiss Med-Tex Services, Inc. 

Steven Kosch 
Richard Kraus 

3M Company 
API/Petroleum Safety Consultants 

Marty Lorkowski International Safety Equipment Association 

Glenn Mate* Guilford Fire Department 

James Norris Bunge North America 

Dennis O’Connell Roco Rescue 

Michael Palmer EnSafe Inc. 

John Rekus John F. Rekus & Associates 

Andrew Saunders Honeywell, Inc 

David Wagner Industrial Scientific Corporation 

Laura Weems Center for Toxicology and Environmental Health 

Richard  Wright* Wright Rescue Solutions, Inc. 

  

*Attended via conference call/adobe connect meeting 

Guests: 

Rick Argudin           Capital Safety 

Staff: 

Guy R. Colonna, NFPA, Division Manager 
Nancy Pearce, NFPA, Staff Liaison 

 
 

 
1. Welcome. Don English, Chair. Meeting was called to order at 1:10 PM on April 2, 2013.  Don welcomed 

all committee members and outlined the work to be completed.  
 

2. Introduction of Committee Members and Attendees. Committee members ,including new members, 
  introduced themselves and their affiliations.  

 
3. Approval of Meeting Minutes (attached).  Minutes were approved as written. 

 



4.  Revision Timeline and Update on Next Steps to Complete Draft for August Council Meeting. Nancy  
explained that the preliminary draft must be provided to Standards no later than the second week of May     
so it can be sent to editorial for review prior to balloting.  The ballot with the edited version of the 
document will be sent out to the Committee in June. Assuming the document passes ballot, this draft will 
be sent to the Standards Council for approval at their July 30-Aug 1 meeting.   The preliminary draft will 
then be posted to the document information pages.  It will likely be placed in the Fall 2015 revision cycle, 
and will be open for on line public input until January 3, 2014.    

 
5. Review of draft/Correlating Committee update. Don provided an update on the work completed by the 

 correlating committee. Nancy made highlighted notes throughout the document indicating areas where      
she or the correlating committee found issues that may need to be addressed.  The task groups will meet 
to review these items and will report back to the full committee.    

 
6. Task Groups met from 8:00AM-12:00 PM to review chapters in the draft document. Task groups also met  

From 8-10 Am on Day 3 to complete chapter review work.  
 
 

7. Review of draft. The Task group chairs or designees reported back to the full Committee on the 
 afternoon of Day 2 and from 10AM-12PM on Day 3.   Committee made changes to the document as 
discussed and voted on in the full meeting.   

 
 
8.  Next Steps. Final versions of the chapters will be sent to Nancy in the next week. These chapters should 
be in final form without comments.  Nancy will compile the chapters into a single document that will then be 
sent out to the entire committee for one final review.  The review will be focused on looking at any major 
substantive issues that may cause a committee member not to vote in favor of the preliminary draft and should 
not focus on editorial changes which should be taken care of by NFPA editorial staff.   

 
10. Other Business. Don asked the committee for a show of hands to see if at this point there were any 
outstanding issues that would lead a committee member not to vote in favor of the document.   There was 
unanimous agreement that the draft should move forward.    

 
11. Schedule Next Meeting. The Committee agreed that while task groups may want to have conference calls 
to work on chapters in the Fall after the Standards Council approval, that at this time there would be no need 
for a full Committee meeting until after the Public Input closing date next January.   The next meeting will likely 
take place in Feb or March of 2013.   

 
12. Adjourn. Meeting was adjourned at 12:00 PM on April 4

th
.   



 
 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON CONFINED SPACES 
 

 
 

TO: TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ON CONFINED SPACE SAFE WORK 

PRACTICES 
 

FROM: Nancy Pearce, Staff Liaison 
 
DATE: January 15-17, 2013 

 
SUBJ: Minutes of January 15-17, 2013 Second Meeting, Tampa, FL 

 
 
 

I. Attendance: 
 
Members: 

 
Don English, Chair EES Consulting 

Edward Boring Town of Hilton Head Island Fire Rescue 

Hal Cohen HCC and Associates, Inc. 

Adam Jones Buechel Fire Protection District 

Alfred Keiss Med‐Tex Services, Inc. 

Richard Kraus API/Petroleum Safety Consultants 

Glenn Mate Guilford Fire Department, EMT‐Local 4177 

Joseph Mathews Sprinkler Fitters Local 692 

Glenn McGinley State of Ohio 

James Norris Bunge North America 

Dennis O’Connell Roco Rescue 

Michael Palmer EnSafe Inc. 

James Porter Safety and Fire Consultant 

Robert Rusczek Certified Safety and Health 

David Wagner Industrial Scientific Corporation 

William Weems Safe State Program 

Richard Wright Wright Rescue Solutions, Inc. 

John Zimlich BAE Systems 

 
Staff 

 

Guy R. Colonna, NFPA, Division Manager 
Nancy Pearce, NFPA, Staff Liaison 



CNS Second Meeting January 15‐17, 2013  
 

Guests: 
 

Jess McCluer, National Grain and Feed Association 
 

Andrew Saunders, Honeywell 
 
Jack Shea, Research Solutions 

 

Bob Vigdor, Scott Safety 
 

Laura Weems, CTech 
 

 
 

II. Minutes of Meeting: 
 
1. Call to order. The meeting was called to order at 1:00 PM on January 15, 2013 at 
the Sheraton Suites, Tampa, FL. 

 
2. Welcome. Don English, Committee Chair, welcomed the members and guests. Staff 
and guests introduced themselves and their affiliation. 

 
3. Approval of Meeting Minutes. The minutes of the two previous meetings, 
September 13-14, 2013  Philadelphia and December 12, 2012 Conference calls were 
approved by the committee. 

 
4. Document Timeline and Update on Next Steps.  Nancy Pearce reviewed the 
timeline with the Committee that had been agreed upon at the last meeting and 
indicated that a completed draft would be needed by early June.  An informational ballot 
will be sent out to the Committee at that time along with the draft with a simple majority 
required to confirm that the draft is ready to go to the Standards Council meeting at the 
end of July 2013.  If the Standards council approves the document then it will likely be 
placed in the Fall 2015 revision cycle and would go out for public input that closes in 
January 2014. 

 
5. Review of Draft. Nancy Pearce provided a brief overview of the draft document as it 
currently exists and explained that the task groups would be working during the next few 
days to revise the major chapters of the document. A general discussion was held about 
the use of the OSHA Permit Required Confined Space Standard as a starting off point 
from which to work to develop a Best Practices document. Also extensive discussion 
about the use of OSHA’s alternate procedures and reclassification and whether or not 
the NFPA document should include these types of confined space entries. General 
consensus that these terms cause confusion and that we should try to avoid them in the 
NFPA document. Also had discussion about the use of permits, and whether or not 
permits should be used regardless of whether or not the entry was into a “permit space” 
as defined by OSHA. 

 
6.  Task Groups. The Task Groups met for several hours on Day one of the meeting, 
most of the day on Day 2 of the meeting, and for several hours on the morning of Day 3. 
A copy of the revised chapters were included in REV 4 and were provided to the group. 



CNS Second Meeting January 15‐17, 2013  
 
7. Next Steps. The Committee agreed on a schedule for completion of the next draft. 
The task groups will do some work on the chapters but a “correlating task group” will be 
selected from a group of volunteers representative of the various task groups and 
representing the various interests and expertise of the committee.  This task group will 
be asked to look at the document as a whole and start to correlate and cross reference 
the various chapters of the document. A timeline and tentative schedule are attached. 

 
8. Next meeting. After discussion, two dates were chosen for the next meeting with 
April 2-4 being first choice and May 14-16 as second choice.  Locations chosen for the 
meeting were Tampa and Charlotte. Nancy Pearce will work with NFPA meetings staff 
to schedule the meeting.  A hotel with several breakout meeting rooms was requested 
for task group work. Meeting details will be sent out as soon as available. 

 
9. Adjournment. The committee adjourned at 11:30AM on January 17, 2013. 

Respectfully submitted, Nancy Pearce-Staff Liaison 


