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1.   Don English, Chair, called the meeting to order at 8:05 AM.  Don welcomed the Committee and new               
      members and outlined the agenda. 
 
2.   Committee members and attendees introduced themselves and their affiliation. New committee  
      members Chris Buehler, Nicole Gorman, Jim Tyler, Michele Mihelic and Kenneth Oldfield were  
      welcomed.   
 
3.    Minutes from the first draft meeting were reviewed and approved by the Committee as written.   
 
4.   Nancy Pearce, NFPA staff reviewed the timeline for the document revision, balloting and release. If 
      NFPA 350 passes ballot and does not receive any NITMAMS, the document is scheduled for  
      Standards Council issuance in November 2015.    
 
5.     Nancy provided a PowerPoint presentation that explained the second draft meeting procedures.   
        Nancy reviewed the committee makeup, indicating that only 11 of the 29 principals have alternates. She  
        explained that all members are encouraged to have an alternate.   The NFPA data initiative presentation 
        that was originally scheduled was postponed until a future date due to time constraints.     
    
6.    Task groups had previously been formed for chapters 4-16.   Don English opened discussion on  

Chapter 1 and all public comments in that chapter were reviewed and resolved.  Discussion on 
Chapter 2 was deferred to the end of the meeting after all other changes had been made to the 
document so that references could be added to the chapter as needed.   Chapter 3 changes were also 
deferred until the end of the meeting.    Each chapter task group Chair (Chapters 4-10), or a 
designated task group member, was then asked to present the task group’s review of 

       public comments received for their chapter along with any additional changes that the task group  
       recommended based on a full review of the chapter.  The committee reviewed each recommendation 
       and made modifications or changes as discussed.   A motion was made and seconded for each  
       chapter and the Committee voted to create second revisions for each chapter as discussed.    
 

There were several items/issues that needed to be addressed by the committee since they would 
apply across the document.   These included: 
 

 The use of the term LEL versus LFL.   The Committee agreed that while LFL (Lower Flammable 
Limit) is the preferred NFPA term, that the document would use the term LEL (Lower Explosive 
Limit) since that is what is listed on gas monitors used in confined space entry.  The 
Committee indicated that use of the term LFL would likely confuse the user.   

 
 The use of the terms contractor and subcontractor.   The Committee decided that other than a 

few specific circumstances where the terms contractor and subcontractor are appropriate, that 
the terms owner/operator and entrant employer would be used to include all employers who 
would be responsible for confined space entry.  These terms used together would include a 
contractor/subcontractor.  

 
 The use of the terms PEL, REL, TLV, OEL. The Committee decided to use the term OEL 

(Occupational Exposure Limit) that would generically include PELs, RELs, and TLVs etc.  This 
would also allow for the use of other manufacturer published exposure limits as well as limits 
set in countries other than the United States.  

 
 The use of the term atmospheric monitoring and gas monitor.   The Committee decided that 

instead of using the term gas monitoring or gas testing that the term atmospheric monitoring 
would be used in the document.  This atmospheric testing would be done by using a gas 
monitor.  All testing would be done by the Gas Tester as designated in Chapter 11.   

 
 The use of the terms gas tester, attendant, entry supervisor, etc.   The Committee decided 

that these terms and others used to describe personnel involved in confined space entry 



should be capitalized throughout the document to ensure that the reader knew that these 
were terms that had specific meaning in the document. 

 
7.   Other Business/Next Steps. A task group has been formed to look at inerting requirements in the  
     document.  Task group will be led by Andrew Saunders.  Volunteers for task group include Dave  
     Wagner, Luke Donsbach, Chris Buehler, Bob Vigdor.  Other committee members who wish to join 
     should contact Nancy Pearce. Other task groups may be formed prior to the next revision cycle. 
 
8.   Schedule Next Meeting. The next meeting (pre-cycle) will be held in April or May of 2016 (Denver area 
      likely) if no NITMAMS are received on the document. If NITMAMS are received then the pre-cycle 
      meeting will be postponed until the Fall of 2016 (Baltimore area likely).   
 
10.  Adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned on April 9th at 6:30 PM.      


