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I. Attendance 
 

J. B. Biggins, Global Risk Consultants Corporation 
L. M. Danner, GE Power and Water 
F. L. Hildebrandt, Janus Fire Systems 
K. M. Kinney, Bechtel Power Corporation 
O. M. Preston, Palatka, FL 
Y. R. Reddy, R-B Pumps, Inc.    (March 5 only) 
J. E. Reiter, AES Corporation 
C. C. Roberts, American International Group, Inc., CHAIR 
G. J. Schnee, Solar Turbines Incorporated 
B. J. Wertz, Power Plant Management Consulting LLC 
 
R. P. Benedetti, National Fire Protection Association, STAFF LIAISON 
 
GUESTS: K. Carlisle, Karl Dungs, Inc. 
  D. McMenamin, Dan McMenamin & Assoc., Inc. 
  R. Weber, GE Power & Water 
 
MEMBERS NOT ATTENDING: K. M. Elovitz, Energy Economics, Inc. 

Z. M. Ibrahim, Exponent, Inc. 
S. H. Pasternack, Intertek Testing Services 
R. Scott, Chubb Group of Insurance Companies 
K. K. Sun, AES Corporation 
M. Tretinjak, Solar Turbines Incorporated 

 
 
II. Minutes 
 
1. The Meeting was called to order at 8:20 AM on March 5, 2013.  Mr. Eric Kaufman welcomed the 

Technical Committee to the GE Power & Water facility. 
 
2. Attendees introduced themselves and the Technical Committee roster was updated as needed. 

An updated roster will be posted to the Technical Committee’s Document Information Web Page. 
 
3. The Minutes of the last meeting (May 2012, NFPA Headquarters, Quincy MA) were unanimously 

approved as submitted. 
 
4. Technical Committee Chair Cliff Roberts briefed the Technical Committee on the Agenda. 



 
5. The Staff Liaison reviewed with the Technical Committee the following items: 
 

 Technical Committee Scope Statement.  The Technical Committee agreed no changes are 
necessary. 
 

 Technical Committee Membership.  
–  Two new alternate members were appointed to the Technical Committee at the October 2012 
Standards Council meeting:  Keegan Kinney (alternate to David Nieman) and Kow Ken Sun 
(alternate to John Reiter). 
 
–  The Staff Liaison reported that Ron Shaffer has resigned from the Technical Committee due to 
a change in his employment.  The Staff Liaison also reported that contact has been lost with the 
Technical Committee Secretary, Stephen Wetter.  It was determined during the course of the 
meeting that Mr. Wetter is no longer employed by Caterpillar Inc. 
 
Action Item:    The Technical Committee needs to solicit representation from Caterpillar Inc. or 
some other manufacturer of internal combustion prime movers for stationary application.  
Technical Committee members are asked to provide contacts for the Staff Liaison, so that he can 
invite participation. 
 
–  The Staff Liaison pointed out that, with the loss of Messrs. Shaffer and Wetter, the Technical 
Committee is seriously overbalanced with Special Experts, who currently make up 43% of the 
roster.  As noted at the last meeting, there is a need for members in all other categories other 
than Special Expert. 
 
Action Item:   Technical Committee members are asked to identify any likely candidates for 
membership, particularly in the interest categories of:  User;  Enforcing Authority;  Insurance;  
Installer/Maintainer  (those who install or provide contract maintenance of units);  and 
manufacturers of system components. 
 

 The Enforcer Participation & Alternate Member Emphasis Programs.  The Staff Liaison reported 
that no progress has been made in securing representation from the enforcement community, 
but some progress has been made in naming alternates. 
 
Action Item:   See above.  Also, those Technical Committee members who do not yet have an 
alternate are asked to provide a nominee. 
 

 Review of Fall 2013 Document Revision Schedule.  The Staff Liaison reviewed the next mileposts 
in the document revision cycle for the 2014 edition of NFPA 37. 
 
There was discussion that, due to advances in technology, NFPA 37 should go from a four-year 
revision cycle to a three-year cycle.  The Technical Committee agreed. 
 
Action Item:   The Staff Liaison was directed to recommend to the Standards Council that NFPA 
37 be moved to a three-year revision cycle and that it enter the Fall 2016 cycle. 

 
6. For the benefit of the new members, Larry Danner reviewed the Kleen Energy explosion incident as 

the background for the development and release of NFPA 56PS, Standard for Fire and Explosion 
Prevention During Cleaning and Purging of Flammable Gas Piping Systems.  He reported that the 
task of revising NFPA 56PS into a formal NFPA standard is almost complete and that the official 
standard will be offered for Association adoption at the June 2013 meeting.  Basically, it will affirm 
the recommendation by the U. S. Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation Board not to use live 
gas for purging pipelines.  He reported that there did not seem to be, at this time, any likelihood of a 
Notice of Intent to Make a Motion (NITMAM).  The standard will be identified as NFPA 56 and will 
carry a 2014 edition date. 
 
Action Item:   A reference to NFPA 56 might need to be added to Section 5.1 of NFPA 37. 
 

7. The Technical Committee heard a presentation by Dan McMenamin, Dan McMenamin Associates, on 
behalf of Verizon Wireless regarding a proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) to Paragraph 



6.6.3.1 of NFPA 37-2010.  (See Attachment № M1.)  After discussion, Messrs. Biggins and Roberts 
agreed to jointly support the TIA.  Jim Biggins offered to revise the proposed changes to effect 
broader application of the concept.  The proposed TIA, based on the text of the current 2010 edition 
of NFPA 37, reads as follows: 
 
“6.6.3  Piping for fuel tanks other than engine-mounted tanks shall be in accordance with 6.6.3.1 
through 6.6.3.4 Chapter 27 of NFPA 30, Flammable and Combustible Liquids Code. 
 
6.6.3.1  Tanks shall be filled by a closed piping system.  The fill pipe shall terminate outside the 
building at a point at least 600 mm (24 in.) from any building opening at the same or lower level. 
 
6.6.3.2  Piping for fuel tanks shall be in accordance with Chapter 21 of NFPA 30, Flammable and 
Combustible Liquids Code. 
 
6.6.3.3  The fill pipe shall terminate on an exterior wall of the room or structure at a point at least 
600 mm (24 in) from any building opening at the same or lower level, except as provided for in 
6.6.3.3.1. 
 
6.6.3.3.1  The provisions of 6.6.3.3 shall not be required for tanks that are filled manually at their 
fill port or fill connection, provided that the tank and its fill port or fill connection are located within 
the spill containment required by 6.3.2.4, 6.3.5.3, or 6.3.6.3 and the filling operation is constantly 
attended.” 
 
Action Item:   The Staff Liaison was directed to circulate this proposed TIA to letter ballot of the 
Technical Committee for both the 2010 and (upcoming) 2014 editions of NFPA 37. 

 
8. The Technical Committee reaffirmed its decision to proceed with the proposed Tentative Interim 

Amendment (TIA) to Subsection 9.9.3 of the 2010 edition of NFPA 37.  This TIA will correct the 
inadvertent omission from the 2010 edition of NFPA 37 of this provision. 
 
Action Item:   The Staff Liaison was directed to circulate this proposed TIA to letter ballot of the 
Technical Committee for the 2010 edition of NFPA 37. 

 
9. Larry Danner presented the report of the Task Group on Aero (Thin-Wall) Turbines to the Technical 

Committee.  This Task Group was charged with developing appropriate text for NFPA 37 to address 
cool-down time for so-called aero-derivative stationary turbines (turbine designs based on aircraft 
propulsion turbines).  The Technical Committee reviewed and made appropriate changes to the text. 
 
Implementation of the Task Group’s report involves five separate Committee Comments, one for 
each numbered paragraph and annex paragraph affected.  These five Committee Comments address 
Public Input PI19 and First Revision FR23. 

 
10. The Technical Committee reviewed and took appropriate action on the five Committee Inputs (CIs) 

that were a part of the First Draft Report on NFPA 37-2014. 
 

 CI № 3 on Paragraph 4.4.1.1:  This originated as Public Input № 22 during the First Draft stage.  
The Technical Committee did not adopt the proposed amendment, preferring to solicit additional 
information from interested persons.  None was received.  The Technical Committee is still not 
persuaded that the scope of NFPA 37 should be extended to areas designated as hazardous 
(classified) locations in accordance with NFPA 70®, National Electrical Code®.  (Example:  
offshore marine facilities).  These are more properly the jurisdiction of Chapter 5 of NFPA 70.  
Therefore the Technical Committee determined it should not incorporate the amendments 
proposed under Public Input № 22. 

 CI № 4 on Subsection 1.3.3:   Adoption of this amendment was dependent on adoption of 
amendment(s) to §4.4.1.1 via CI № 3.  Since no such amendment was developed, this revision 
to 1.3.3 also was not adopted. 

 CI № 12 on Subsection 5.2.1:  This was accepted and incorporated into Second Revision № 18. 
 CI № 13 on Subsection 5.2.2:  This was addressed by the Technical Committee’s action on Public 

Comment № 12. 
 CI № 14 on Paragraph 5.3.1.1:  This was addressed by the Technical Committee’s action on 

Public Comment № 11 



 
11. The Technical Committee reviewed and acted on all Public Comments (PCs) received on the First 

Draft Report on NFPA 37-2014 (Proposed Amendments to NFPA 37-2010). 
 
NOTE:  There were no Public Comments Nos. 1, 2, or 4. 

 
 PC № 3:  Although this was not strictly a public comment, but rather an inquiry of sorts, the 

Technical Committee determined that it raised issues that warranted an amendment to 
Paragraph 9.3.2(4) and a new annex item to Paragraph 9.3.2.  These amendments will be 
designated Second Revision №s 13 and 14 in the Second Draft Report. 

 Public Comment #5:  Accepted. 
 Public Comment #6:  The Technical Committee agreed with the need to provide a more 

extensive explanation, but found some of the Commenter’s proposed text to be extraneous.  The 
Technical Committee developed its own version, to be designated Second Revision № 4 in the 
Second Draft Report. 

 Public Comments Nos. 7 & 8:  The Technical Committee rejected both of the proposed 
amendments on the basis that developing testing protocols was beyond the Technical 
Committee’s scope. 

 Public Comment #9:  Accepted. 
 Public Comment #10:  The Technical Committee rejected this proposed amendment because a 

full-capacity relief valve can accomplish the same operation. 
 Public Comment #11:   The Technical Committee chose to accept the proposed text, but as an 

annex item to (new) 5.2.1(10).  See Second Revision № 17. 
 Public Comment #12:  The Technical Committee accepted the comment, but revised it for clarity 

and to address Committee Input № 13.  The final version will be designated as Second Revision 
№ 16 

 Public Comment #13:  The Technical Committee accepted this comment, but revised it to 
address Committee Input № 14 and to better meet the submitter’s objective.  The final version 
will be designated as Second Revision № 15. 

 
12. The Technical Committee reviewed two minor issues relating to NFPA 37 and determined that neither 

required any action or change to the standard. 
 

 With respect to building openings in walls adjacent to engines, the building code would cover this 
issue. 
 

 With respect to tank capacity, NFPA 37 governs for tanks installed indoors and there are no 
limits to the capacities of tanks installed outside buildings or structures. 

 
13. There was no correspondence requiring the Technical Committee’s attention. 
  
14. There was no Old Business requiring the Technical Committee’s attention. 
 
15. Under “New Business”, the Technical Committee discussed termination of normal vents from sub-

base fuel tanks.  The Technical Committee decided to appoint a Task Group to develop any 
appropriate amendments to NFPA 37 for review of the Technical Committee during the next 
document revision cycle. 
 
Action Item:   Technical Committee members interested in participating on this Task Group are 
asked to notify the Staff Liaison.  Any suggested approaches are also welcome. 

 
16. The Technical Committee will formally schedule its next meeting, the first of a new document 

revision cycle, at an appropriate time after adoption of the proposed 2014 edition of NFPA 37.  
Tentatively, this will be March 2015.  Effort will be made to combine this meeting with a tour of a 
gas turbine power plant. 

 
17. The meeting adjourned at 10:00 AM on March 6. 


