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1. Add a new subsection 9.3.3 to read as follows: 
 
9.3.3  The combustion gas turbine starting sequence shall include a purge cycle that will result in a nonignitible 
atmosphere in the turbine and its exhaust system prior to the start of the ignition sequence and the introduction of fuel. 
 
Submitter’s Substantiation:  The purpose of this Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) is to reinstate an important safety 
provision of earlier editions of NFPA 37 that was inadvertently deleted in the processing of the current 2010 edition.  This 
requirement appears in the prior (2006) edition of NFPA 37 as Subsection 9.3.2. 
 
Technical Validity:  Proposal 37-20 (Log #CP19) in the Fall 2009 Report on Proposals (ROP) proposed a rewrite of 
Chapter 9 of NFPA 37.  Proposal 37-20 was accepted by the Technical Committee on Internal Combustion Engines and 
the text being proposed for reinstatement by this TIA appears in the proposal as Subsection 9.3.2.  Comment 37-7 (Log 
#6) proposed amendments to the rewrite of Chapter 9 in the form of a new rewrite of the text beginning with Subsection 
9.2.1 and extending to the end of the chapter.  This comment also was accepted. 
 
Unfortunately, the text of Subsection 9.3.2 from the 2006 edition was not included in the text of the public comment and, 
therefore, does not appear in the text accepted therein.  A poll of the Technical Committee members disclosed that it was 
never anyone’s intent to delete this provision and all agreed the text needs to be reinstated. 
 
This TIA reinstates the provision, numbered accordingly. 
 
Emergency Nature:  Failure to properly purge the exhaust system of a gas turbine can result in a significant quantity of 
fuel remaining in the system.  History has shown that this residual fuel can ignite explosively during turbine light off, 
resulting in significant damage to the system, including catastrophic rupture of the exhaust system with attendant release 
of projectiles that can injure persons in the area and damage other equipment in the area." 
 
Determination of emergency nature meets the conditions stated in Paragraph 5.3(a) of the Regulations Governing the 
Development of NFPA Standards:  “The NFPA Standard contains an error or omission that was overlooked during a 
regular revision process.” 
 
 
 
Anyone may submit a comment by the closing date indicated above.  To submit a comment, please 
identify the number of the TIA and forward to the Secretary, Standards Council, 1 Batterymarch Park, 
Quincy, MA 02169-7471. 
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