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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

 

 

TO: NFPA Technical Committee on Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting 

 

FROM: Yvonne Smith, Project Administrator 

 

DATE: September 16, 2011 

 

SUBJECT: NFPA 402 ROC TC Letter Ballot (A2012 Cycle) 

 ______________________________________________________________________  

 
The ROC letter ballot for NFPA 402 is attached.  The ballot is for formally voting on 

whether or not you concur with the committee’s actions on the comments.  Reasons must 

accompany all negative and abstention ballots. 

 

Please do not vote negatively because of editorial errors.  However, please bring such 

errors to my attention for action. 

 

Please complete and return your ballot as soon as possible but no later than September 

30, 2011.  As noted on the ballot form, please return the ballot to Yvonne Smith either via 

e-mail to ysmith@nfpa.org or via fax to 617-984-7056.  You may also mail your ballot to 

the attention of Yvonne Smith at NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169. 

 

The return of ballots is required by the Regulations Governing Committee Projects.   

 

 

 

Attachments:  Comments 

  Letter Ballot 



Report on Comments  –  June 2012 NFPA 402
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
402-1     Log #CC1

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Technical Committee on Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting,

402-7
Remove the following text that was added with at the proposal stage:

Compressed Air Foam System(CAFS). A foam system that combines air under pressure with foam solution to
create foam.[ :2009]

The committee has chosen to remove this new text as they recognized that this is not included in NFPA
403, NFPA 414, or NFPA 412. Language related to this was specifically rejected in the just completed NFPA 414
revision. If it were to be included in this document it would be in conflict with the above mentioned documents which set
the technical requirements and NFPA 402 follows from these other documents.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
402-2     Log #CC2

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Technical Committee on Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting,

402-11
Delete the following text and associated annex item that was introduced at the proposal stage and

include new extracted text to read as follows:
Film Forming Fluoroprotein (FFFP) Foam Concentrate. A concentrate that uses fluorinated surfactants to

produce a fluid aqueous film for suppressing hydrocarbon fuel vapors.
This type of foam also utilizes a protein base plus stabilizing additives and inhibitors.

Film Forming Fluoroprotein Foam Concentrate (FFFP). A protein-foam concentrate that uses flourinated
surfactants to produce a fluid aqueos film for suppressing hydrocarbon fuel vapors. [ :2010]

The committee has chosen to extract and use this definition as offers the most complete definition of the
term being used.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
402-3     Log #CC3

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Technical Committee on Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting,

402-59
Delete the following text that was introduced at the proposal stage:

CAFS is a useful method for extinguishing class B fires while conserving foam. It is proven that CAFS attacks
all three sides of the fire triangle simultaneously. The foam blankets the fuel, thereby reducing the fuel’s capacity to seek
out a source of oxygen. The CAFS solution adheres to surfaces more readily aiding in rapid reduction in heat. Also, the
opaque surfaces of the foam shields the fuel source from radiant energy.

The committee has chosen to delete this text for consistency purposes based on the committee action
on 402-1 ( Log #CC1).
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Report on Comments  –  June 2012 NFPA 402
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
402-4     Log #CC4

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Technical Committee on Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting,

402-64
Add text and new section to read as follows:

AFFF and FFFP agent solutions can be applied either with aspirating nozzles, turret nozzles used for protein
and fluoroprotein foams, or conventional water spray nozzles. Either spray or straight streams can be used as the
situation dictates. It is best to approach the fire area as closely as possible and apply the foam in a wide spray pattern
initially, changing to a narrower pattern after the heat has been reduced. The stream should be applied gently to avoid
unnecessary plunging of the stream into the burning fuel. The foam should be applied to the near edge of the fire with a
rapid side-to-side sweeping motion to distribute the foam rapidly and thinly over the burning fuel. Advance as the fire is
controlled, always applying the foam to the nearest burning fuel surface, and advance only after a continuous, unbroken
foam cover is established. The entire foam blanket integrity should be maintained to compensate for voids created by
movements of ARFF personnel, evacuees, and equipment, as well as the normal drain down of the foam.

The committee had chosen to delete this text at the proposal stage, 402-64 (Log #CP62), however they
feel that it should be in the document and have chosen to add it in a more appropriate place within the document.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
402-5     Log #CC5

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Technical Committee on Aircraft Rescue and Fire Fighting,

402-84
Revise text to read as follows:

Flight data and cockpit voice recorders, as shown in , are usually located in the aft fuselage area of most
commercial aircraft, as shown in , and are designed to be resistant to crash forces and fire. The outer
surface is normally painted “International Orange.” ARFF personnel should be able to recognize these recorders so that
they can be protected from loss or damage until accident investigators assume responsibility. Unskilled handling after a
crash can cause unnecessary damage, which might lead to loss of recorded information or delay in interpretation.
Although no attempt should be made to remove these recorders from the aircraft, as they could be damaged by such
efforts, if failure to remove them will result in their total loss, recovery should be made.

It was noted in the ROP that the entire last sentence was inadvertently deleted and the committee
wants to ensure that it gets back in the document and the committee has also chosen to delete the noted text as it is
redundant to the last sentence that has been reinserted.
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