
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 

 
TO:  NFPA Technical Committee on Aircraft Fuel Servicing 
  
FROM: Joanne Goyette, Administrator, Technical Projects 
 
DATE: July 28, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: NFPA 407 Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) No.1029    
_____________________________________________________________________________  
 
The attached proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) is being submitted to you for letter 
ballot.  This proposed TIA was submitted by Jeremy Souza and endorsed by John Demyan. 
 
This proposed TIA will be published for public comment in the August 5, 2011 issue of NFPA 
News with a Public Comment Closing Date of September 9, 2011.  Any public comments 
received will be circulated to the committee.  The Standards Council will consider the issuance 
of this TIA at their October 17-19, 2011 meeting. 
 
In addition to being balloted on the technical merits of the proposed TIA, the Committee is also 
being balloted on whether or not this matter is of an emergency nature.  Please see Section 5 
(copy enclosed) regarding the processing of TIAs from the NFPA Regulations Governing 
Committee Projects.   
 
Please complete and return your ballot as soon as possible but no later than Thursday, August 18, 
2011.  As noted on the ballot form, please return the ballot to Joanne Goyette either via e-mail to 
jgoyette@nfpa.org or via fax to 617-7110.  You may also mail your ballot to the attention of Joanne 
Goyette at NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169. 
 
Note:  Please remember that the return of ballots and attendance at committee meetings are 
required in accordance with the NFPA Regulations Governing Committee Projects. 
 
Attachments 
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TECHNICAL COMMITTEE LETTER BALLOT 
PROPOSED TENTATIVE INTERIM AMENDMENT LOG NO. 1029 

To Add New 4.1.6.3, Revise A.4.1.6.1, and Add New A.4.1.6.3 to the 2012 Edition of NFPA 407, 
Standard for Aircraft Fuel Servicing 

 
Question 1: I agree with the TECHNICAL MERITS of the Proposed TIA to add a New 4.1.6.3, revise 
A.4.1.6.1, and add a New A.4.1.6.3.  
 
____________ AGREE ____________ DISAGREE*  ____________ ABSTAIN* 
 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE - Please type or print your comments: 
 
*An explanation must accompany a disagreement or abstaining position. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Question 2: I agree that the subject is of an EMERGENCY NATURE.  
 
____________ AGREE ____________ DISAGREE*  ____________ ABSTAIN* 
 
EXPLANATION OF VOTE - Please type or print your comments: 
 
*An explanation must accompany a disagreement or abstaining position. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 ________________________________ 
Signature 
 
________________________________ 
Name (Please Print) 
 
________________________________ 
Date 
 
Please return the ballot on or before Thursday, August 18, 2011. 
 
 
PLEASE RETURN TO: 
Joanne Goyette, Administrator, Technical Projects 
NFPA 
1 Batterymarch Park 
Quincy, MA 02169  FAX: (617) 984-7110  E-mail: jgoyette@nfpa.org  
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NFPA 407-2012 Edition 
Standard for Aircraft Fuel Servicing 
TIA Log No. 1029 
Reference: 4.1.6.3 (New), A.4.1.6.1, and A.4.1.6.3 (New) 
Comment Closing Date: September 9, 2011 
Submitter: Jeremy Souza, Rhode Island Airport Corporation 
 
1. Add a new 4.1.6.3 to read as follows: 
 
4.1.6.3*  ABC multipurpose dry chemical fire extinguishers (ammonium phosphate) shall not be placed on aircraft fueling 
vehicles, airport fuel servicing ramps, or aprons, or at airport fuel facilities. 
 
2. Revise A.4.1.6.1 to read as follows: 
 
A.4.1.6.1  Multipurpose dry chemical (ammonium phosphate) should not be selected due to corrosion concerns relative to 
the agent. Carbon dioxide extinguishers should not be selected due to their limited range and effectiveness in windy 
conditions. 
 
3. Add a new A.4.1.6.3 to read as follows: 
 
A.4.1.6.3  Multipurpose dry chemical (ammonium phosphate) fire extinguishing agent is known to cause corrosion to 
aluminum aircraft components. Although the agent is capable of extinguishing fires on or near aircraft, it is likely that the 
agent will spread to other, uninvolved aircraft, causing damage from corrosion. 
 
Submitter’s Substantiation: I am a member of the Technical Committee on Aircraft Fuel Servicing, as well as a Captain 
in the T.F. Green Airport Fire Department, employed by the Rhode Island Airport Corporation. Among my duties are 
inspections of airport fueling operations to ensure compliance with the requirements of NFPA 407, Standard on Aircraft 
Fuel Servicing. 
  In recent months, several misunderstandings and potential misapplications of the intent of NFPA 407 have been brought 
to light at several airports, regarding the use of certain types of fire extinguishers on aircraft fueling vehicles and on 
airport ramps. NFPA 407 requires fire extinguishers on aircraft fueling vehicles and on airport fueling ramp areas (4.3.9.1, 
4.3.9.2, 5.13.2, 5.13.3, 5.13.4). Annex A, 4.1.6.1 of NFPA 407 recommends that ABC (ammonium phosphate) fire 
extinguishers be prohibited on airport ramp areas and fueling vehicles. The body of the standard does not make this 
distinction. The body of the standard has, however, been interpreted by some inspectors to preclude the use of such 
extinguishers through a requirement of “at least 20-B:C” rated extinguishers. Others have interpreted the “at least 20-B:C” 
requirement to allow large ABC rated fire extinguishers that meet or exceed the minimum requirement of “20-B:C.” The 
language is vague, at best, and can be construed as conflicting. 
  ABC (ammonium phosphate) dry chemical fire extinguishers are highly corrosive to the aluminum components of 
aircraft. The unpredictable spread and travel of dry chemical powder once it is discharged from a fire extinguisher can 
allow the agent to come to rest on aircraft a distance from an emergency requiring fire extinguisher use, and may not be 
detected by the aircraft owner or operator, causing corrosion that may not only be expensive to repair, but may affect the 
safe operation of an aircraft. The aviation industry has a long history of prohibiting ABC dry chemical fire extinguishers 
from aircraft operating areas.  
 
Emergency Nature: The problem of ABC fire extinguishers near aircraft was not addressed during the most recent 
revision cycle for NFPA 407 during either the ROP or ROC periods. Furthermore, the requirements of “at least 20-B:C” 
fire extinguishers in the above referenced paragraphs do not adequately coincide with the Annex A recommendation of 
prohibiting ABC rated fire extinguishers. This TIA would serve as an appropriate remedy to exclude ABC rated fire 
extinguishers from aircraft operating areas, meeting the intent of NFPA 407, while giving the enforcement authority to the 
inspectors in the field. 



Section 5 Tentative Interim Amendments. 
5.1 Preliminary Determination of Compliance. A 
Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) to any Document may 
be processed if the Council Secretary determines, after a 
preliminary review, and consultation with the appropriate 
Chair, that the Amendment appears to be of an emergency 
nature requiring prompt action and has the endorsement of 
at least two Members of the involved TC or TCC. If 
processed, the question of emergency nature shall be 
considered by the TC and TCC. The text of a proposed 
Tentative Interim Amendment may be processed as 
submitted or may be changed, but only with the approval of 
the submitter. 
5.2 Evaluation of Emergency Nature. Determination of 
an emergency nature shall include but not be limited to one 
or more of the following factors: 

(a) The document contains an error or an omission that 
was overlooked during a regular revision process. 

(b) The document contains a conflict within the 
document or with another NFPA document. 

(c) The proposed TIA intends to correct a previously 
unknown existing hazard. 

(d) The proposed TIA intends to offer to the public a 
benefit that would lessen a recognized (known) hazard or 
ameliorate a continuing dangerous condition or situation. 

(e) The proposed TIA intends to accomplish a 
recognition of an advance in the art of safeguarding 
property or life where an alternative method is not in 
current use or is unavailable to the public. 

(f ) The proposed TIA intends to correct a circumstance 
in which the revised document has resulted in an adverse 
impact on a product or method that was inadvertently 
overlooked in the total revision process, or was without 
adequate technical (safety) justification for the action. 
5.3 Publication of Proposed Tentative Interim 
Amendment. A proposed Tentative Interim Amendment 
that meets the provisions of 5.1 shall be published by the 
Association in appropriate media with a notice that the 
proposed Tentative Interim Amendment has been 
forwarded to the responsible TC and TCC for processing 
and that anyone interested may comment on the proposed 
Tentative Interim Amendment within the time period 
established and published. 
5.4 Technical Committee and Technical Correlating 
Committee Action. 

(a) The proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be 
submitted for ballot and comment of the TC in accordance 
with 3.3.4. The TC shall be separately balloted on both the 
technical merits of the amendment and whether the 
amendment involves an issue of an emergency nature. Such 
balloting shall be completed concurrently with the public 
review period. Any public comments inconsistent with the 
vote of any TC Member shall be circulated to the TC to 
allow votes to be changed. A recommendation for approval 
shall be established if three-fourths of the voting Members 
calculated in accordance with 3.3.4.5 have voted in favor of 
the Tentative Interim Amendment. 

(b) The proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be 
submitted for ballot and comment of the TCC, if any, 
which shall make a recommendation to the Council with 
respect to the disposition of the Tentative Interim 
Amendment. The TCC shall be separately balloted on both 
the merits of the amendment (as it relates to the TCC 

authority and responsibilities in accordance with 3.4.2 and 
3.4.3) and whether the amendment involves an issue of an 
emergency nature. Any public comments inconsistent with 
the vote of any TC or TCC Member shall be circulated to 
the 28 TCC to allow votes to be changed. A 
recommendation for approval shall be established if three-
fourths of the voting Members calculated in accordance 
with 3.3.4.5 have voted in favor of the Tentative Interim 
Amendment. 

(c) All public comments, ballots, and comments on ballot 
on the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be 
summarized in a staff report and forwarded to the Council 
for action in accordance with 5.5. 
5.5 Action of the Council. The Council shall review the 
material submitted in accordance with 5.4(c), together with 
the record on any Appeals (see 1.6, 1.6.1), and shall take 
one of the following actions: 

(a) Issue the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment 
(b) Issue the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment as 

amended by the Council 
(c) Where acted on concurrently with the issuance of a 

new edition of the Document to which it relates, issue the 
Tentative Interim Amendment as part of the new edition; 

(d) Reject the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment 
(e) Return the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment to 

the TC with appropriate instruction 
(f ) Direct a different action 

5.6 Effective Date of Amendment. Tentative Interim 
Amendments shall become effective 20 days after Council 
issuance unless the President determines, within his or her 
discretion, that the effective date shall be delayed pending 
the consideration of a Petition to the Board of Directors 
(see 1.7). The President may also, within his or her 
discretion, refer the matter of a delay in the effective date 
of the TIA to the Executive Committee of the Board of 
Directors or to the Board of Directors. 
5.7 Publication of Amendment. The Association shall 
publish in one of its publications sent or accessible to all 
Members notice of the issuance of each Tentative Interim 
Amendment and may, as appropriate, issue a news release 
to applicable and interested technical journals. The notice 
and any news release shall indicate the tentative character 
of the Tentative Interim Amendment. In any subsequent 
distribution of the Document to which the Tentative Interim 
Amendment applies, the text of the Tentative Interim 
Amendment shall be included in a manner judged most 
feasible to accomplish the desired objectives. 
5.8 Applicability. Tentative Interim Amendments shall 
apply to the document existing at the time of issuance. 
Tentative Interim Amendments issued after the proposal 
closing date shall also apply, where the text of the existing 
document remains unchanged, to the next edition of the 
Document. Tentative Interim Amendments issued 
concurrently with the issuance of a new edition shall apply 
to both the existing and new edition. 
5.9 Subsequent Processing. TC responsible for the 
Document or part of the Document affected shall process 
the subject matter of any Tentative Interim Amendment as 
a proposal for the next edition of the Document (see 3.3). 
5.10 Exception. When the Council authorizes other 
procedures for the processing and/or issuance of Tentative 
Interim Amendments, the provisions of this Section shall 
not apply. 
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Chase, Barry

From: arffjohn210@aol.com
Sent: Wednesday, May 04, 2011 2:20 PM
To: Chase, Barry
Subject: Re: Tentative Interim Amendment Proposals

 
   
Barry, 
I am in full support of the TIA that Jeremy Souza submitted. If there is anything additional you would need please let me 
know. 
Lt John Demyan 
Lehigh Valley International Airport 
Allentown PA  

 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Chase, Barry <BChase@nfpa.org> 
To: Jeremy Souza <JSouza@pvdairport.com> 
Cc: arffjohn210 <arffjohn210@aol.com> 
Sent: Wed, May 4, 2011 10:54 am 
Subject: RE: Tentative Interim Amendment Proposals 

Jeremy – It is your call, but I recommend that you address the existing Annex material in the TIA. I would assume that it 
would just be deleted. 
  
John – Just send me an email stating that you support the TIA. I don’t know yet if that will be sufficient, but I believe that it 
will be. 
  
-Barry 
  
  
  

From: Jeremy Souza [mailto:JSouza@pvdairport.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2011 3:12 PM 
To: Chase, Barry 
Cc: arffjohn210@aol.com 
Subject: RE: Tentative Interim Amendment Proposals 
  
Barry; 
  
Thank you very much for following up on our conversation yesterday. I have attached a Word .docx with what I hope is 
sufficient information to get the ball rolling on the TIA. I believe I addressed the requirements of the Regulations that you 
linked to. If something seems amiss, please let me know and I will get it corrected asap. 
  
My only question is on the two committee member sign-off. How, electronically, are the signatures handled? Is there an 
electronic signature process, or will the document need to be faxed/pdfed or the like? I have included John Demyan 
(fellow 407 committee member) on this email as he has voiced a willingness to be the second for the TIA. 
  
Again, thank you very much for your help on this; 
Jeremy 
  
__________________________ 
Jeremy Souza 
Captain / EMT-Cardiac 
T.F. Green Airport Fire-Rescue 
Warwick, Rhode Island (KPVD) 
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P 401-691-2268 
C 508-965-8805 

From: Chase, Barry [BChase@nfpa.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2011 1:56 PM 
To: Jeremy Souza 
Subject: [BULK] Tentative Interim Amendment Proposals 

Jeremy, 
  
There is no form for the submission of a tentative interim amendment. You may submit it to me as an email or a Word 
document, and I will forward it to the Standards Council Secretary. Please review the Regulations (link below), particularly 
Section 5.1, to make sure you include all of the required information. 
  
http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/PDF/CodesStandards/Directory/RegsGovCommProjects_2011.pdf 
  
If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 
  
Barry D. Chase 
Fire Protection Engineer 
NFPA 
1 Batterymarch Park 
Quincy, MA 02169-7471 
Office: (617) 984-7259 
bchase@nfpa.org 
  
 
  
Attend the premier event for fire, life safety, and electrical professionals!   
NFPA’s Conference & Expo® is happening in Boston, June 12 – 15.  
www.nfpa.org/conference  
1-888-397-6209 
Blog: http://nfpa.typepad.com/conference/ 
  
Check out NFPA on… 
 
  
  




