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Chairman Knipper welcomed the entire group, committee members and guests, to this meeting and 
expressed his gratitude for such a highly attended meeting on such an important subject that is before 
the committee. He called it a “historical” meeting based on the large number of guests present and 
what organizations they represent, the subject of Mobile Integrated Healthcare/Community 
Paramedicine (MIH/CP), and the committee members present. The interest and desire to participate by 
everyone in the room was recognized by Chairman Knipper where he hoped for and welcomed some 
intense and thorough dialogue over the next two days. 

NFPA staff liaison, Ken Holland, went over the new NFPA process for document development, how to 
submit public inputs and public comments using the new online submission format. Also discussed was 
the Doc info pages, which is where any information pertaining to any NFPA document and NFPA 
committee could be found. Each NFPA document has their own unique doc info page that can be 
accessed by committee members and any member of the public. Also noted was that all NFPA 
documents can be viewed online for free. Also explained was the process as it relates to the 
development and submission of a new project request, which is the intent or goal of this meeting. The 
process is a bit different in the beginning for a new project, but once the new project becomes a 
document it falls into the NFPA document development process. Explained were the minor differences 
in how a new project is developed and processed as opposed to NFPA 450. 

Discussion on the previous request that was developed by the committee and submitted in 2011 by Dr. 
David Tan, which was ultimately administratively withdrawn, took place to advise the committee and 
guests why that occurred.  

The committee spent the rest of the day discussing, with significant involvement from the guests, as to 
what direction the committee should go in with regards to the subject of MIH/CP. The main options that 



were discussed were to create another new project request on MIH/CP, include MIH/CP as a separate 
chapter in the next edition of NFPA 450, thus not completing a new project request, or do nothing at all. 
Based on the many repeated comments from those in attendance, such as “it’s too early”, “the NFPA 
shouldn’t be the ones to write the standard on MIH/CP”, “what business does the NFPA have in the 
delivery of healthcare?”, “the NFPA is a fire organization and would not represent all types of 
providers”, “the NFPA shouldn’t be the sole writers of a standard but must be part of a larger 
collaborative effort”, “ the NFPA has done great work in other areas and is an established ANSI 
accredited organization thus they should be the ones to take the lead on developing a document on 
MIH/CP”. This is just a sample of the many comments that were part of the overall discussion and 
dialogue that took place.  

Based on all of the discussions that were made to the committee regarding the development of a new 
project request on MIH/CP a motion was made by a committee member that the committee should not 
develop this request for a new project. This motion failed. Another motion was made to submit a code 
fund request to the Fire Protection Research Foundation to conduct an in-depth literature review on the 
subject and report back to the committee their findings. The results of these findings would then be 
used to help guide the committee as to what their next step will be regarding MIH/CP. This motion 
passed and a code fund request was worked on. While the committee decided at this meeting that they 
would not develop a new project request, the intent was one would not be developed at this moment. 
That is not to say that one couldn’t be developed by the committee in the future. It was also noted that 
anyone from the public could certainly submit a new project request to the NFPA on the subject of 
MIH/CP. 

The committee discussed the possibility of establishing task groups for the revision of NFPA 450 and that 
any public input that would come from any task groups or committee members was urged to be 
submitted by the public input closing date. That date is July 7th, 2014.  

The committee is looking to have the First Draft meeting of NFPA 450 on or around October 14th and 
15th, 2014 in the Memphis area. While exact location and dates will be worked out the committee will 
be meeting in the eastern part of the country before December 12, 2014.  

 

The work of the committee was spread over the two days with an adjournment at 12:00 on April 3rd, 
2014. 

 


