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National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Technical Committee on EMS 
NFPA 450 Report on Comments (ROC) Meeting – September 22 and 23, 2011 
Minneapolis, MN 
 
Present: 
Kenneth R. Knipper, Chair 
Kendall Holland, NFPA Staff Liaison 
Capt. Manual Chavez – IAFF  
David Bradley - VFIS 
David K. Tan, M.D. - NAEMSP 
Karen Pickard – IAFC 
Tim Crowley – LVFR (ret.) 
Richard Patrick - DHS 
 
Present via phone conference bridge: 
Dawn Vail 
Jeff Lindsey, PhD 
Byron Andrews - IAFC 
 
Day One – September 22, 2011 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions 
a. Chairman Kenneth Knipper called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. CST 

II.  Review and approval of Minutes from the ROP Meeting of January 2011– motion to 
approve by Capt. Chavez, seconded by Mr. Bradley, and unanimously approved by 
Committee. 
a. Dr. Tan agreed to record the Minutes of today’s meeting. 

III. Chief Crowley discussed IAFC’s Google Group commenting on NFPA 1917: Standard for 
Automotive Ambulances 
a. Many comments followed the theme of: “Why is NFPA getting involved in EMS 

operations?”   Concern of NFPA: How do we let EMS proponents know that NFPA is 
looking to be a resource and not to “take over” EMS operations? 

b. Mr. Holland reviewed the library of NFPA documents and found 40 documents mention 
EMS and 10 core documents involve EMS in great detail 

c. NFPA 1917 review meeting is Oct 12 and 13, 2011 (Larry Stewart is NFPA Staff Liaison) 
d. A new system coming in 2012 will make the Comments process much more intuitive and 

user-friendly 
IV. NFPA 450 ROC Meeting presentation by Mr. Holland 

a. This is the Report on Comments (ROC) meeting.  No new material is allowed to be 
introduced after the ROP (Report on Proposals) meeting of Jan 2011. Other Ground 
Rules were outlined by Mr. Holland to include we shall follow Robert’s Rules of Order. 

b. Remaining timeline: 
i. ROC (Report on Comments) published 2-24-12 

ii. NITMAM Closing 4-6-2012 (Notice of Intent To Make a Motion) 
iii. NITMAM posting 5-4-12 
iv. NFPA ANNUAL meeting:  6-4 to 6-7, 2012 
v. Standards Council issuance 5-29-12 or 8-9-12 with 2013 edition date 
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c. How this Committee will address comments: Accept, Reject, and several options in 
between.  Any vote other than “Accept” requires Committee statements for 
substantiation. 

d. The ROC stage has the option for the Committee to “Hold” a comment – a comment 
may be held for processing as a proposal during the NEXT revision cycle (since no new 
material is allowed at this stage as we are past the ROP meeting) 

e. Mr. Knipper emphasized that the Committee must return their ballots otherwise the 
Committee’s work is wasted.  Even though a member may be unable to make the 
physical meeting, members should strive to review the documents and submit a ballot 
at the appropriate time.  Members who routinely do not participate in Committee work 
will have their membership reviewed for possible removal from the Committee. 

i. Initial ballot will go out to all principals and alternates (Alternates are required 
to return ballots). 

ii. Circulation of negatives and comments 
iii. Members may change votes during circulation in a resubmitted ballot 
iv. Ballots may be returned by mail, fax, email but please do not submit in multiple 

formats. 
f. Discussed Section 1 of the Sherman Act reference to Antitrust law.  Also discussed other 

activity disapproved by the Courts. 
g. Fire Protection Research Foundation (Code Fund) – helps NFPA conduct research to 

scientifically answer a question that a Technical Committee needs to address a given 
issue.   TC Rep/Staff Liaison would submit a Code Fund Request.  More information at 
www.nfpa.org/codefund 

h. Doc Info Pages – replacing E-committee.  Should be much more user-friendly.  Current 
login and password information should get you into the Doc Info Pages.  
http://www.nfpa.org/aboutthecodes/AboutTheCodes.asp?DocNum=450  

i. By logging in as a Committee member, links to ballots will be revealed as well as 
contact information on the profile page.  The general public would not see these 
options. 

i. Re-engineering the Codes and Standards process: a member-driven initiative that is 
already ANSI approved 

i. Will begin with the Fall 2013 cycle  
ii. “Living Document” concept: draft available at any point in 

process – no deciphering ROP/ROC in recipe approach 
iii. Electronic submission of public input – prevents transcription 

errors; identity verified – no signatures (average of 250 people 
who contribute to a document from conception to final stage) 

j. Simplified participation and meetings  
k. NFPA Existing Process (under the Codes and Standards tab at NFPA.org) and the new 

process: http://www.nfpa.org/assets/images///codes_standards/CSProcess.gif  and 
http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/PDF/CodesStandards/CS_Flow_Chart_Comparison.pdf  
 

The Committee took a recess at 10:30 CST and resumed at 10:45 CST. 
 

V. Public Comments – we had no public comment on NFPA 450. 
VI. Technical Committee comments 

a. Mr. Holland reminded the Committee that no new material may be offered. 

http://www.nfpa.org/codefund
http://www.nfpa.org/aboutthecodes/AboutTheCodes.asp?DocNum=450
http://www.nfpa.org/assets/images/codes_standards/CSProcess.gif
http://www.nfpa.org/assets/files/PDF/CodesStandards/CS_Flow_Chart_Comparison.pdf
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b. Mr. Knipper opened the floor for Committee comments.  None were offered. 
VII. Discussion on the Fourteen Attributes identified in the EMS Agenda for the Future 

a. Mr. Knipper asked the Committee to consider the attributes in relation to NFPA 450. 
b. Mr. Patrick inquired if NFPA 450 addresses all 14 attributes.  If not, then the next cycle 

should definitely incorporate them.   
c. Integration of Health Services, EMS Research (other than Chap 7.5.8), and Clinical Care 

were examples of main attributes not specifically addressed in the current edition of 
NFPA 450.    

d. The Agenda is mentioned intermittently as in 2.3.4.; 5.1.2. 
e. Mr. Knipper pointed out that the Agenda is specifically mentioned on page 20 under 

Chapter 9.7.   Since NFPA 450 is a “Guide” as opposed to a “Standard”, the verbiage 
“…should be targeted to parallel the EMS Agenda for the Future” is appropriate as 
opposed to “…shall.” 

f. Discussion ensued surrounding the question of whether or not introducing these 
attributes would be considered “new” (thus in violation of the revision process) or if it 
would be acceptable as it is directly referenced in 9.7. 

g. The Committee concluded that the general “intent” of the attributes should be blended 
into the entire document or somehow referenced as such so as not to restrict attributes 
to a single chapter 

h. Mr. Knipper’s concern is if we simply reference the Agenda up front, we must somehow 
be able to show support of the attribute specifically somewhere within the document 
itself.   

 
12:10 CST – the Committee recessed for lunch and resumed at 13:35 CST 
 

i. Significant debate and discussion took place surrounding the extent to which we would 
incorporate the Agenda in to 450.   
 

The Committee took a recess at 15:00 CST and resumed at 15:17 CST 
 

VIII. Future considerations for the NFPA Technical Committee on EMS – Mr. Knipper reminded 
the members that this is a TC on EMS.  We are not merely a 450 committee as our scope 
involves anything that involves EMS. 
a. From the January 2011 Minutes, Community Paramedicine is a growing topic relative to 

EMS.   
i. The Committee reviewed various items from Minnesota, Nebraska, and Alaska 

describing the integration of paramedics into primary and preventive care.   
ii. Minnesota just passed legislation creating Community Paramedics. 

b. Technical Correlating Committees (TCC) of NFPA are composed of committee chairs who 
have common issues who make sure there are no conflicts or contradictions among 
various NFPA documents.   

c. Physical fitness for non-fire based EMS providers is an important topic.  NFPA 1582 only 
addresses fire-based EMS providers.   Many national leaders in EMS are calling for some 
sort of physical fitness guide for pre-hospital care providers. 

i. Mr. Holland encouraged members to continue thinking of other broad issues 
that the Technical Committee on EMS could address. 
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IX. The Committee Scope of the Technical Committee on EMS was reviewed.   Mr. Patrick asked 
if there was a difference between our “scope” and our “purpose.”    The Standards Council 
would have to approve any change to the Committee Scope.   

X. Adjournment at 17:01 CST 
 
Day 2 – September 23, 2011 
 
Present: 
Kenneth R. Knipper, Chair 
Kendall Holland, NFPA Staff Liaison 
Capt. Manual Chavez – IAFF  
David Bradley - VFIS 
David K. Tan, M.D. - NAEMSP 
Karen Pickard – IAFC 
Tim Crowley – LVFR (ret.) 
Richard Patrick - DHS 
 
Present via phone conference bridge:  
Byron Andrews - IAFC 
 
 

I. Call to Order 
a. Chairman Kenneth Knipper called the meeting to order at 8:52 a.m. CST 

II. Committee Scope Statement for the TC on EMS 
a. Mr. Holland reported that the Standards Council meets next month.  It the Committee 

would like to entertain revising the Committee Scope, it should be done now so that it 
can be presented at the Standards Council. 

III. New Business 
a. The TC on EMS would like to begin work on a “Guide for the Development of 

Community Paramedicine Programs.” 
i. Process for submitting a new document proposal for review by NFPA in March 

2012 was reviewed by Mr. Holland.  If approved, this Committee would need to 
meet again in mid-2012. 

ii. Dr. Tan was asked to provide input for sub-part B (explanation of need) of the 
New Project Initiation Form which he will email to Mr. Holland.  Once the form 
is completed, Mr. Holland will either send out to the Committee or post on the 
password-protected side of the Doc Info Pages for review and comment. 

IV. Motion to adjourn by Capt. Chavez, seconded by Dr. Tan.  Meeting was adjourned at 12:06 
CST. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
David K. Tan, M.D. 
 


