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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO: NFPA Technical Committee on Electrical Equipment in Chemical 

Atmospheres 
 
FROM: Joanne Goyette 
 
DATE: November 12, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: NFPA 497 ROP TC FINAL Ballot Results (F2011) 
 

 
The Final Results of the NFPA 497 ROP Letter Ballot are as follows:  
 
18  Members Eligible to Vote  
  1  Not Returned (B. Lapp) 
  2  Negatives (E. Ural and D. Wechsler) 
  1  Abstentions (M. Driscoll) 
 
There are two criteria necessary to pass ballot [(1) affirmative 2/3 vote and (2) simple majority]. 
 
(1) The number of affirmative votes needed for the proposal to pass is 11. 

18 eligible to vote - 1 not returned - 1 abstentions = 16 × 0.66 = 10.56 
 
(2) In all cases, an affirmative vote of at least a simple majority of the total membership 

eligible to vote is required. This is the calculation for simple majority: 
[18 eligible ÷ 2 = 9 + 1 = (10)] 

      
 
Reasons for negative votes, etc. from alternate members are not included unless the ballot from 
the principal member was not received. 
 
According to the final ballot results, all ballot items received the necessary 2/3 required 
affirmative votes to pass ballot. 
 
Attachment: 
 Final Circulation Explanation Report 
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497-1 Entire Document (Log # CP1 )

Affirmative with Comment

Wechsler, D. As a Committee generated proposal, the committee action should be an 'Accept' and not an 'Accept in
Principle'.

497-5 Table 4.4.2 and 4.4.3 (Log # 1 )

Affirmative with Comment

Wechsler, D. Comment: The Chair appointed subteam will need to take appropriate actions to review this data to be
certain that the appropriate table footnotes are correctly imported into the revised table. This subteam should also assure
that no existing chemical entries are deleted from the existing table, for example, like the existing field “Process Gas >
30% H2” which does not exist in the added table.

497-6 5.7.4 and Table 5.7.4 (Log # 2 )

Negative

Ural, E. In the format presented in the ROP file, the tables are difficult to comprehend and check. I also could
not find the explanations for the designations in the "method of class" column. Before it can be voted and
approved by the Committee, a searchable and complete version should be made available to the members.

497-7 5.7.5, 5.9, and 5.10 (Log # 4 )

Negative

Wechsler, D. The resultant Committee action will only add LFL to this list of 'careful consideration' under
section 5.5.1 and there is insufficient support within this section of the document to address how this LFL
becomes important a significant driver for the 'extent' of the Classified Location.  If the Committee is going to
modify this list we should provide more detail, perhaps by providing additional expanded texts in other
sections. For instance, what is meant by: (1) the combustible material? Do we mean the flammability
parameters of the specific chemical which perhaps would include boiling point, MIE, Flash point, and even
LFL, etc? Item (3) the temperature of the material, within the process or perhaps at STP conditions or maybe
something else? Again there is correlation with the 5.7.4 table which needs to be retained for understanding.
Paragraph 5.5.2 and its annex address vapor density, ventilation aspects, and to degrees implied, with
temperatures both ambient and of the material.

497-8 Figure 5.9.3(a), 5.9.3(b), 5.9.6, 5.9.8(a), 5.9.10(a)(b)(c), 5.10.3(a), 5.10.3(b), 5.10.6, 5.10.8(a) (Log # 6 )

Affirmative with Comment

Wechsler, D. Comment: The "X" shown on several of these figures means that no source changes are being
made to this figure. The "X" does not mean the figure is deleted!

497-10 A.5.4.3 (Log # CP4 )

Negative

Wechsler, D. Action should be to reject.
Paragraph 5.4.3 deals with fired vessels and has nothing to do with process seals. Additionally as annex material the
term `shall' is not permitted. It would appear that if the Committee wishes to generate a seal issue in context with the
establishment of a hazardous area classification then it would perhaps need to be addressed in both Sections 5.2.1.1
and 5.3.2 dealing with Classification of Division 1 and Zone 1 locations respectively.

Abstain

Driscoll, M. After reviewing the proposed changes and comments I don't feel I have the necessary background
to make a fully informed decision on this matter - I will ensure I am at future meetings to get adequate
background on these types of matters.
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497-11 Annex B (Log # 3 )

Abstain

Driscoll, M. After reviewing the proposed changes and comments I don't feel I have the necessary background
to make a fully informed decision on this matter - I will ensure I am at future meetings to get adequate
background on these types of matters.

2


