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M E M O R A N D U M 

 
(AMENDMENT) 

 
 

TO: Technical Committee on Building Construction (BLD-BLC) 
 
FROM: Robert Solomon 
 
DATE: June 17, 2011 
 
SUBJECT: Proposed 2012 Edition of NFPA 5000, Building Construction and Safety Code®, Letter Ballot on 

Amendment 5000-6a 
   
 
At the June 2011 Technical Session, held June 14-15, 2011, NFPA 5000 was amended by the acceptance of the following: 
 
Amendment: Accept Comments 5000-31 and 5000-32 

 
In accordance with Section 4.7 of the Regulations Governing Committee Projects, the committee must now be balloted on 
the Association meeting action. Should the ballot not pass, the wording of that portion of the Report affected by the 
amendment would return to the text of the previous edition, if any. If there is no previous edition text, the text is simply 
deleted. 
 
Please review this item, complete the attached ballot(s), and return it to NFPA as soon as possible, but no later than 
Friday, July 1, 2011.  If you disagree or abstain on an amendment please indicate your reason(s) for doing so.  
 
The transcripts from the Annual 2011 Association Technical Meeting (June 14 and June 15) will be available within two 
weeks at: http://www.nfpa.org/itemDetail.asp?categoryID=1424&itemID=33784 
 
Note: Please remember that the return of ballots and attendance at Committee Meetings is required in accordance 
with Section 3.1.3.1 of the Regulations Governing Committee Projects. 
 
 
 

 



June 2011 (Ballot Form) 
 

NFPA 5000 
TC BALLOT for Building Construction (BLD-BLC) 

June 2011 ASSOCIATION AMENDMENT 5000-6a 
 
Amendment:  Accept Comments 5000-31 and 5000-32 
 
NOTE: This Association Amendment (“Amendment”) is being submitted for a ballot of the Technical Committee pursuant to section  
4.7.1 of the Regulations Governing Committee Projects (“Regs”). Under the Regs, if an Amendment fails the ballot of the Technical 
Committee, the text affected by the Amendment returns to previous edition text. See Regs at 4.7.1(c). Please note that the Amendment 
that is the subject of this ballot recommends a return to previous edition text for the definition for Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood that  
reads as follows: 
 
 Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood.  A wood product impregnated with chemical by a pressure process or 

other means during manufacture, which is tested in accordance with ASTM E 84 or ANSI/UL 723; has a 
listed flame spread index of 25 or less, and shows no evidence of significant progressive combustion 
when the test is continued for an additional 20-minute period; nor does the flame front progress more 
than 10.5 ft (3.2 m) beyond the centerline of the burners at any time during the test. 

 
This means that, whether the ballot agrees or disagrees with the Amendment, the default recommendation to the Standards Council 
will be to return to previous edition text. While the Standards Council generally defers to the default recommendation prescribed by 
the Regs, that recommendation is not binding, and in the event of an appeal to the Standards Council, the Technical Committee ballot 
results will be reviewed and considered by the Council as part of its deliberations.  It is important, therefore, that you provide your 
vote and reasoning for the consideration of the Council. 
 

Agree   
  
 

Do Not Agree*  
              

 

Abstain*  
 

 
*Please give reasons for voting “Do Not Agree” or “Abstain”: 

 

  

  

  

 
Please return as soon as possible, but no later than Friday, July 1, 2011 to: 
 

Diane Matthews, Administrator, Technical Projects 
National Fire Protection Association 
1 Batterymarch Park 
Quincy, MA 02169 
FAX:  617- 984-7110 
EMAIL: dmatthews@nfpa.org 
 

Signature: ____________________________________________ 
 
Name - Please Print: ____________________________________ 
 
Date:     



Comment 5000-31 (Accept) 

_____________________________________________________________
5000-31 Log #9 BLD-SCM  Final Action: Accept in Principle
(3.3.663.1 Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood (New) )
_____________________________________________________________
TCC Action: The Technical Correlating Committee (TCC) directs that the  
Final Action on this comment be changed to Accept In Principle-See  
Final Action on 5000-28. 
Submitter: Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International / Rep. American Fire 
Safety Council
Comment on Proposal No: 5000-68b
Recommendation: Reject proposal 5000-68b.
Substantiation: This proposal introduces a proprietary concept that is not 
appropriate for a code or standard because it is not related to the performance of 
the material. Different methods exist or could be developed to manufacture fire-
retardant-treated wood (FRTW) and they may or may not involve the pressure 
process. The issue is whether FRTW does or does not perform as required: 
flame spread index no larger than 25, no significant progressive combustion and 
no flame spread beyond 12.5 ft.
  This proposal also introduces a requirement (that the material must be listed 
and labeled) which should not be in a definition but should be in the body 
of the document. The NFPA Manual of Style does not allow requirements in 
definitions. I agree that FRTW should be listed and labeled but the definition 
should not state this requirement; the requirement should be in a section in the 
body of NFPA 5000. 
Committee Meeting Action: Reject
Retain the text generated by the committee during the ROP stage.
Committee Statement: This is to be consistent with the requirements in NFPA 
703. 
Number Eligible to Vote: 17
Ballot Results: Affirmative: 15 
Ballot Not Returned: 2 Hogan, A., Rossberg, J.

Backup Comment 5000-28

_____________________________________________________________
5000-28 Log #41 BLD-BLC  Final Action: Accept in Principle
(3.3.663.1 Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood (New) )
_____________________________________________________________
TCC Action: The Technical Correlating Committee (TCC) directs that the  
Final Action on this comment be retained as Accept In Principle and that 
the definition be further modified as follows to improve the format: 
   Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood. A listed and labeled pressure treated 
wood product impregnated with chemical and tested in accordance with 
ASTM E84 or UL 723 that has (1) a flame spread index of 25 or less; 
(2) no evidence of significant progressive combustion when the test is 
continued for an additional 20-minute period; and (3) a flame front that 
progresses not more than 10.5 ft (3.2 m) beyond the centerline of the 
burner at any time during the test.
Submitter: Technical Correlating Committee on Building Code, 
Comment on Proposal No: 5000-69
Recommendation: Review the actions taken on Proposals 5000-68b and 5000-
69 to address the concern raised in the negative ballot with regard to other 
methods that might be used to achieve the performance levels for FRTW and 
make sure the subject is coordinated with BLD-SCM. Delete the reference to 
NFPA 255 
Substantiation: NFPA documents should not limit themselves to unique 
manufacturing/production process. NFPA 255 is being withdrawn and should 
not be cited. 
Committee Meeting Action: Accept in Principle
  Revise definition of Fire Retardant Treated Wood to comply with the ROP 
5000-68b as follows: 
  Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood. A labeled and listed pressure treated wood
product impregnated with chemical and tested in accordance with NFPA 255, 
ASTM E84 or UL723,: having a flame spread index of 25 or less,; and shows 
no evidence of significant progressive combustion when the test is continued 
for an additional 20-minute period; nor does the flame front progress more than 
10.5 ft. (3.2 m) beyond the centerline of the burner at any time during the test.
Committee Statement: The committee reviewed the TCC comment and agree 
that the reference to NFPA 255 should be removed. The committee agrees 
that the definition should match what was developed in proposal 5000-68b by 
BLD-SCM.
Number Eligible to Vote: 23
Ballot Results: Affirmative: 21 
Ballot Not Returned: 2 Backstrom, R., Rao, C.

Backup Proposal 5000-68b

______________________________________________________________
5000-68b Log #CP301 BLD-SCM  Final Action: Accept
(3.3.663.1 Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood (New) )
______________________________________________________________
TCC Action: The Technical Correlating Committee (TCC) directs that a 
public comment be submitted in the TCC’s name to BLD-BLC. 
  Make the Recommendation for the comment to read:
  A. Review the actions taken on Proposal 5000-68b and 5000-69 to address 
the concern raised in the negative ballot with regard to other methods that 
might be used to achieve the performance levels for FRTW and make sure 
the subject is coordinated with BLD-BLC. 
  Make the Substantiation for the comment to read:
  NFPA documents should not limit themselves to unique manufacturing/
production process. 
Submitter: Technical Committee on Structures, Construction, and Materials, 
Recommendation: Revise the definition 3.3.663.1 Fire-Retardant-Treated 
Wood as follows:
   Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood. A labeled and listed pressure treated wood 
product impregnated with chemical by a pressure process or other means 
during manufacture, which is and tested in accordance with NFPA 255, ASTM 
E84 or UL723,: having a flame spread index of 25 or less,; and shows no 
evidence of significant progressive combustion when the test is continued for 
an additional 20-minute period; nor does the flame front progress more than 
10.5 ft. (3.2 m) beyond the centerline of the burner at any time during the test.
Substantiation: Revision is more concise. Present section Is wordy. In the fifty 
years of recognition in codes and standards there is no wood product meeting 
the requirements for FRTW where adding the fire retardant to the wood is done 
during manufacture. This provision creates interpretation problems in the field. 
Revision will improve enforcement of the code.
   NFPA 255 has been discontinued in favor of ASTM E84 and UL723.
Committee Meeting Action: Accept
Number Eligible to Vote: 16
Ballot Results: Affirmative: 12 Negative: 2 
Ballot Not Returned: 2 Hogan, A., Rossberg, J.
Explanation of Negative: 
   BEITEL, J.: In further discussions, I have become aware that there are 
other manufacturing processes that may still use non-pressure impregnation 
of chemicals. Thus, these would not be allowed. I object to the removal of the 
words “or other means during manufacture”.
   MESSERSMITH, JR., J.: I wish to change my vote on 5000-68b to negative 
based on Mr. Beitel’s reason for his negative ballot.

Backup Proposal 5000-69
______________________________________________________________
5000-69 Log #192 BLD-BLC  Final Action: Accept in Principle
(3.3.663.1 Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood)
______________________________________________________________
TCC Action: The Technical Correlating Committee (TCC) directs that a 
public comment be submitted in the TCC’s name to BLD-BLC. 
  Make the Recommendation for the comment to read:
  A. Review the actions taken on Proposals 5000-68b and 5000-69 to 
address the concern raised in the negative ballot with regard to other 
methods that might be used to achieve the performance levels for FRTW 
and make sure the subject is coordinated with BLD-SCM. B. Delete the 
reference to NFPA 255 
  Make the Substantiation for the comment to read:
  A. NFPA documents should not limit themselves to unique 
manufacturing/production process. 2. NFPA 255 is being withdrawn and 
should not be cited. 
Submitter: Joseph T. Holland, Hoover Treated Wood Products
Recommendation: Revise text as follows:
Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood. A pressure treated wood product impregnated 
with chemical by a pressure process or other means during manufacture, 
which is tested in accordance with ASTM E84 or UL723: has a listed flame 
spread index of 25 or less; and shows no evidence of significant progressive 
combustion when the test is continued for an additional 20-minute period; 
nor does the flame front progress more than 10.5 ft. (3.200 mm) beyond the 
centerline of the burner at any time during the test.
Substantiation: Revision is more concise. Present section Is wordy. In the fifty 
years of recognition in building codes there is no wood product meeting the 
requirements for FRTW where adding the fire retardant to the wood is done 
during manufacture. This provision creates interpretation problems in the field. 
Revision will improve enforcement of the code.
Committee Meeting Action: Accept in Principle
  Revise text to read as follows:
  Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood. A labeled and listed pressure treated wood 
product impregnated with chemical by a pressure process or other means 
during manufacture, which is and tested in accordance with NFPA 255, ASTM 



E84 or UL723,: having a flame spread index of 25 or less,; and shows no 
evidence of significant progressive combustion when the test is continued for 
an additional 20-minute period; nor does the flame front progress more than 
10.5 ft. (3.2 m) beyond the centerline of the burner at any time during the test.
Committee Statement: The committee clarified the language.
Number Eligible to Vote: 24
Ballot Results: Affirmative: 21 Negative: 1 
Ballot Not Returned: 2 Backstrom, R., Skalko, S.
Explanation of Negative: 
   BEITEL, J.: In further discussions, I have become aware that there are 
other manufacturing processes that may still use non-pressure impregnation 
of chemicals. Thus, these would not be allowed. I object to the removal of the 
words “or other means during manufacture”.



Comment 5000-32 (Accept) 

_____________________________________________________________
5000-32 Log #10 BLD-BLC  Final Action: Accept in Principle
(3.3.663.1 Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood (New) )
_____________________________________________________________
TCC Action: The Technical Correlating Committee (TCC) directs that the  
Final Action on this comment be changed to Accept In Principle-See  
Final Action on 5000-28. 
Submitter: Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International / Rep. American Fire 
Safety Council
Comment on Proposal No: 5000-69
Recommendation: Reject proposal 5000-69.
Substantiation: This proposal introduces a proprietary concept that is not 
appropriate for a code or standard because it is not related to the performance 
of the material. Different methods exist or could be developed to manufacture 
fire-retardant-treated wood (FRTW) and they may or may not involve the 
pressure process. The issue is whether FRTW does or does not perform as 
required: flame spread index no larger than 25, no significant progressive 
combustion and no flame spread beyond 12.5 ft.
This proposal also introduces a requirement (that the material must be listed 
and labeled) which should not be in a definition but should be in the body 
of the document. The NFPA Manual of Style does not allow requirements in 
definitions. I agree that FRTW should be listed and labeled but the definition 
should not state this requirement; the requirement should be in a section in the 
body of NFPA 5000. 
Committee Meeting Action: Reject
Committee Statement: See action on 5000-28. It is not appropriate to reject 
the original proposal because of the action on comment 5000-28. 
Number Eligible to Vote: 23
Ballot Results: Affirmative: 21 
Ballot Not Returned: 2 Backstrom, R., Rao, C.

Backup Comment 5000-28

_____________________________________________________________
5000-28 Log #41 BLD-BLC  Final Action: Accept in Principle
(3.3.663.1 Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood (New) )
_____________________________________________________________
TCC Action: The Technical Correlating Committee (TCC) directs that the  
Final Action on this comment be retained as Accept In Principle and that 
the definition be further modified as follows to improve the format: 
   Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood. A listed and labeled pressure treated 
wood product impregnated with chemical and tested in accordance with 
ASTM E84 or UL 723 that has (1) a flame spread index of 25 or less; 
(2) no evidence of significant progressive combustion when the test is 
continued for an additional 20-minute period; and (3) a flame front that 
progresses not more than 10.5 ft (3.2 m) beyond the centerline of the 
burner at any time during the test.
Submitter: Technical Correlating Committee on Building Code, 
Comment on Proposal No: 5000-69
Recommendation: Review the actions taken on Proposals 5000-68b and 5000-
69 to address the concern raised in the negative ballot with regard to other 
methods that might be used to achieve the performance levels for FRTW and 
make sure the subject is coordinated with BLD-SCM. Delete the reference to 
NFPA 255 
Substantiation: NFPA documents should not limit themselves to unique 
manufacturing/production process. NFPA 255 is being withdrawn and should 
not be cited. 
Committee Meeting Action: Accept in Principle
  Revise definition of Fire Retardant Treated Wood to comply with the ROP 
5000-68b as follows: 
  Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood. A labeled and listed pressure treated wood
product impregnated with chemical and tested in accordance with NFPA 255, 
ASTM E84 or UL723,: having a flame spread index of 25 or less,; and shows 
no evidence of significant progressive combustion when the test is continued 
for an additional 20-minute period; nor does the flame front progress more than 
10.5 ft. (3.2 m) beyond the centerline of the burner at any time during the test.
Committee Statement: The committee reviewed the TCC comment and agree 
that the reference to NFPA 255 should be removed. The committee agrees 
that the definition should match what was developed in proposal 5000-68b by 
BLD-SCM.
Number Eligible to Vote: 23
Ballot Results: Affirmative: 21 
Ballot Not Returned: 2 Backstrom, R., Rao, C.

Backup Proposal 5000-68b

______________________________________________________________
5000-68b Log #CP301 BLD-SCM  Final Action: Accept
(3.3.663.1 Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood (New) )
______________________________________________________________
TCC Action: The Technical Correlating Committee (TCC) directs that a 
public comment be submitted in the TCC’s name to BLD-BLC. 
  Make the Recommendation for the comment to read:
  A. Review the actions taken on Proposal 5000-68b and 5000-69 to address 
the concern raised in the negative ballot with regard to other methods that 
might be used to achieve the performance levels for FRTW and make sure 
the subject is coordinated with BLD-BLC. 
  Make the Substantiation for the comment to read:
  NFPA documents should not limit themselves to unique manufacturing/
production process. 
Submitter: Technical Committee on Structures, Construction, and Materials, 
Recommendation: Revise the definition 3.3.663.1 Fire-Retardant-Treated 
Wood as follows:
   Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood. A labeled and listed pressure treated wood 
product impregnated with chemical by a pressure process or other means 
during manufacture, which is and tested in accordance with NFPA 255, ASTM 
E84 or UL723,: having a flame spread index of 25 or less,; and shows no 
evidence of significant progressive combustion when the test is continued for 
an additional 20-minute period; nor does the flame front progress more than 
10.5 ft. (3.2 m) beyond the centerline of the burner at any time during the test.
Substantiation: Revision is more concise. Present section Is wordy. In the fifty 
years of recognition in codes and standards there is no wood product meeting 
the requirements for FRTW where adding the fire retardant to the wood is done 
during manufacture. This provision creates interpretation problems in the field. 
Revision will improve enforcement of the code.
   NFPA 255 has been discontinued in favor of ASTM E84 and UL723.
Committee Meeting Action: Accept
Number Eligible to Vote: 16
Ballot Results: Affirmative: 12 Negative: 2 
Ballot Not Returned: 2 Hogan, A., Rossberg, J.
Explanation of Negative: 
   BEITEL, J.: In further discussions, I have become aware that there are 
other manufacturing processes that may still use non-pressure impregnation 
of chemicals. Thus, these would not be allowed. I object to the removal of the 
words “or other means during manufacture”.
   MESSERSMITH, JR., J.: I wish to change my vote on 5000-68b to negative 
based on Mr. Beitel’s reason for his negative ballot.

Backup Proposal 5000-69
______________________________________________________________
5000-69 Log #192 BLD-BLC  Final Action: Accept in Principle
(3.3.663.1 Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood)
______________________________________________________________
TCC Action: The Technical Correlating Committee (TCC) directs that a 
public comment be submitted in the TCC’s name to BLD-BLC. 
  Make the Recommendation for the comment to read:
  A. Review the actions taken on Proposals 5000-68b and 5000-69 to 
address the concern raised in the negative ballot with regard to other 
methods that might be used to achieve the performance levels for FRTW 
and make sure the subject is coordinated with BLD-SCM. B. Delete the 
reference to NFPA 255 
  Make the Substantiation for the comment to read:
  A. NFPA documents should not limit themselves to unique 
manufacturing/production process. 2. NFPA 255 is being withdrawn and 
should not be cited. 
Submitter: Joseph T. Holland, Hoover Treated Wood Products
Recommendation: Revise text as follows:
Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood. A pressure treated wood product impregnated 
with chemical by a pressure process or other means during manufacture, 
which is tested in accordance with ASTM E84 or UL723: has a listed flame 
spread index of 25 or less; and shows no evidence of significant progressive 
combustion when the test is continued for an additional 20-minute period; 
nor does the flame front progress more than 10.5 ft. (3.200 mm) beyond the 
centerline of the burner at any time during the test.
Substantiation: Revision is more concise. Present section Is wordy. In the fifty 
years of recognition in building codes there is no wood product meeting the 
requirements for FRTW where adding the fire retardant to the wood is done 
during manufacture. This provision creates interpretation problems in the field. 
Revision will improve enforcement of the code.
Committee Meeting Action: Accept in Principle
  Revise text to read as follows:
  Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood. A labeled and listed pressure treated wood 
product impregnated with chemical by a pressure process or other means 
during manufacture, which is and tested in accordance with NFPA 255, ASTM 



E84 or UL723,: having a flame spread index of 25 or less,; and shows no 
evidence of significant progressive combustion when the test is continued for 
an additional 20-minute period; nor does the flame front progress more than 
10.5 ft. (3.2 m) beyond the centerline of the burner at any time during the test.
Committee Statement: The committee clarified the language.
Number Eligible to Vote: 24
Ballot Results: Affirmative: 21 Negative: 1 
Ballot Not Returned: 2 Backstrom, R., Skalko, S.
Explanation of Negative: 
   BEITEL, J.: In further discussions, I have become aware that there are 
other manufacturing processes that may still use non-pressure impregnation 
of chemicals. Thus, these would not be allowed. I object to the removal of the 
words “or other means during manufacture”.




