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Part I, Attendance: 
Principal Members and Staff: 

Franklin Switzer, Chair, S-afe Incorporated, NY 
Denise Beach, NFPA, MA 
 
Michael Bethany, Eclipse/CEC Combustion Safety Inc., OH 
Christopher Buehler, Exponent, Inc., TX 
Paul Cabot, American Gas Association, DC 
Lawrence Danner, General Electric, Energy, SC (via teleconference) 
Louis Donsbach, US Steel Corporation, IN 
Dan Dorran, Atlas Copco Rental, OR 
Rob Early, Praxair, Inc., NY 
Dennis Kovach, American Electric Power (rep. Edison Electric Institute), OH 
Kreg Levengood, Kiewit Power, KS  
Glenn Mahnken, FM Global, MA 
John Puskar, Puskarco Inc., OH 
Alan Rice, American International Group (AIG), Inc., CT 
Jerrold Sameth, Compressed Gas Association, VA 
Bruce Swiecicki, National Propane Gas Association, IL 

 
Alternates and guests: 

Richard Craig, Compressed Gas Association, VA  
Scott Neil, DCP Midstream, CO 
Tazim Rehmat, ABS Consulting, CA 
Tom Starr, AIG 
Stewart Wyatt, Alstom Power Inc., CT 
 

 



Part II, Minutes: 

1. The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. EST.  Chairman Switzer welcomed committee 
members and guests and thanked them for their service. Chairman Switzer recognized 
Glenn Mahnken and thanked him for his efforts as chair of the committee.    

2. The committee members and guests introduced themselves. 

3. NFPA Staff reviewed the changes in membership that have occurred since September 2012 
and gave a brief presentation on NFPA policies and procedures.   

4. The minutes of the meeting held in October 2012 in Lenexa, KS were accepted as written.         

5.   New Business 

 A.  Revision Frequency.  The committee discussed the current revision cycle of three years.  
As a new document, the amount of public input likely to be received is unknown.  Some 
committee members expressed interest in extending the revision cycle so that users have 
more time to use the document before the public input deadline.  The committee voted to 
enter the Fall 2016 revision cycle.  [NOTE:  Following the meeting, NFPA Staff submitted a 
request for cycle change to the NFPA Standards Council.  The Council will address the 
request at their March 2014 meeting.] 

 B.  Liquid piping systems.  A committee member requested information on possibly 
submitting a new document request to develop similar coverage for liquid piping systems.  
NFPA Staff explained that new document requests should be submitted to the NFPA 
Standards Council.  The Council then issues a request for comment to determine the need 
and level of interest in the proposed document, and determines if the effort should be 
pursued.  NFPA staff noted that such requests can be submitted by an individual or a 
committee. 

 C.  ASME B31Q.  The committee discussed ASME B31Q on Pipeline Personnel 
Qualifications.  ASME B31Q applies to pipelines covered by DOT regulations.  The 
committee noted that many on-shore gathering lines are not within the jurisdiction of DOT, 
and can be multiple miles in length.  Following brief discussion, the chairman assigned a task 
group to look at application of NFPA 56 to onshore gathering lines that are not covered by 
Part 192.  The task group will analyze NFPA 56 as it relates to these piping systems to 
identify issues and make recommendations for revisions as appropriate.  The task group 
members are: John Puskar (chair); Scott Neil, Paul Cabot, Chris Buehler, Mike Bethany. 

 D.  NFPA 2.  NFPA 2 extracts cleaning and purging requirements from NFPA 55.  NFPA 55 
is currently being revised, and has received public input to further clarify cleaning and 
purging requirements.  Public Comments on NFPA 55 are due in November 2014. 

 E.  CSB Press Release.  Chairman Switzer reported that CSB commended NFPA on the 
development and release of NFPA 56-PS.  The press release is provided in Attachment A. 

6.   Old Business.  The New Business proceeded in a different order than stated on the agenda. 

 A.  References Task Group. Mr. Switzer reported that no action is needed at this time, but 
requested that a new chair be appointed to the task group.  The task group members are: C. 
Buehler (chair); K. Levengood; G. Mahnken; J. Sameth 

  



B.  Related Documents Task Group. The task group reviewed the results of the distribution 
letter to the NFPA technical committees.  NFPA Staff will contact the chair and staff liaison of 
eight technical committees who didn’t respond.  The task group members are: J. Puskar 
(chair); C. Buehler; P. Cabot; R. Craig; L. Danner; M. Polagye; B. Swiecicki; F. Switzer  

 C.  De Minimus Quantities Task Group.  The committee established a task group to 
investigate if it is possible to identify piping systems by diameter or volume that present a 
minimal hazard and therefore could be exempted from some or all of the requirements of 
NFPA 56.  A teleconference of the task group will be scheduled for 1Q 2014.  The task group 
should identify issues related to the environment; identify how are requirements impacted by 
gas constituents and properties; and identify if there is a threshold quantity that should be 
exempt; could be pipe volume or pipe size.  The task group members are: D. Kovach (chair); 
M. Bethany; C. Buehler; R. Craig; D. Dorran; R. Early; J. Puskar; and F. Switzer. 

 D.  Membership.  NFPA staff noted that there was a mistake in the agenda and noted that 
the Gas Processors Association had joined the committee; not API.  Committee members 
noted that NPRA is now American Fuels and Petrochemical Manufacturers (AFPM).  In 
addition, C. Buehler reported that he had reached out to Chevron.  J. Puskar volunteered to 
reach out to Mary Kay O’Connor Process Safety Institute to see if outreach to API can go 
through them. 

 D.  Education.  NFPA staff requested that a one-day seminar be developed on NFPA 56.  
NFPA staff reported that the project request was rejected.  The committee requested that 
existing resources, including the NFPA staff webinar on NFPA 56-PS, the NFPA Journal 
article, and the NFPA staff Youtube videos be re-posted on the NFPA 56 document 
information page.  [NOTE:  The NFPA Journal article and Youtube video are available for 
reposting on the doc info page.  The one-hour introductory webinar is no longer available 
because it utilized a web-hosting plug-in that is no longer supported by Microsoft.  NFPA staff 
is investigating the possibility of updating and re-recording the one-hour webinar.] 

7.     Other Items.  There were no other items to discuss. 

8.     Date/Location of Next Meeting.   The next meeting will likely be the First Draft meeting, which 
must be held between Jan. 3 and June 15, 2015.  The meeting is tentatively located at the 
American Gas Association in Washington, DC. 

9. The meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m. EST on Dec. 13, 2013. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment A:  

CSB Press Release 



CSB Commends National Fire Protection 
Association for Expedited Development of a 

Comprehensive Standard for Fued Gas Safety 
Board Says NFPA “Exceeds CSB Recommended Action”

Washington, DC, November 4, 2013 – The U.S. Chemical Safety Board (CSB) announced today that the National 

Fire Protection Association (NFPA) exceeded its recommended actions following the February 7, 2010, deadly 

natural gas explosion at the Kleen Energy electric plant – then under construction in Middletown, Connecticut.  

The blast, which killed six workers and injured at least 50, resulted during an operation known as a “gas blow”—

whereby large quantities of natural gas are forced through piping at high pressure to remove debris.  The gas 

accumulated and was ignited by an undetermined source.

The CSB decision was announced at the American Gas Association’s Safety Summit in Washington, DC, today. 

The CSB issued an urgent recommendation in June 2010 calling on the NFPA - a voluntary consensus standards 

organization which develops codes and standards that can then be adopted into law by states and localities  - to 

revise its National Fuel Gas Code (also known as NFPA 54) to prohibit this inherently unsafe pipe cleaning 

methodology. In response, the NFPA proposed and developed a comprehensive new gas process safety 

standard, NFPA 56, “Standard for Fire and Explosion Prevention During Cleaning and Purging of Flammable Gas 

Piping Systems” using an expedited standards development process.

CSB Chairperson Dr. Rafael Moure-Eraso said, “We heartily commend the NFPA for acting promptly and 

decisively in adopting the CSB recommendation in record time. NFPA issued a provisional standard in 24 weeks, 

which was less than 18 months after the accident. NFPA moved it through the document’s revision cycle 

smoothly, formally publishing the NFPA 56 2014 edition last August. Our board recently voted unanimously to 

close this recommendation as “Exceeds recommended action” – our highest level of approval.”

Dr. Moure-Eraso added, “Creating a new voluntary consensus standard is a broader approach which improves 

safety during a variety of fuel gas processes, including cleaning of gas piping and discharging of gas already in 

the system during gas purging or maintenance. A large number of natural gas-fired power plants are planned for 

construction across the United States over the next few years. By helping to end the conduct of inherently unsafe 

gas blows, the NFPA will be instrumental in preventing further loss of life and property damage.”

The new NFPA standard states unequivocally that flammable gas shall not be used for internal cleaning of piping, 

instead recommending air, steam, water, and inert gas as acceptable substitutes.  It includes a detailed list of 

procedures and training requirements for workers involved in the cleaning operation. 

The scope of the new standard not only exceeds the requirements of the CSB recommendation concerning the 

Kleen Energy accident, Dr. Moure-Eraso noted, but also addresses the deadly pipe purging operation that led to 
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the June 8, 2009 explosion at the Con Agra Slim Jim facility in Garner, North Carolina.  Four workers were killed 

and 67 others were injured.  Workers were using natural gas indoors to purge the air out of piping while installing 

a new boiler. Accumulated gas ignited and the blast caused the roof to collapse onto workers.  

“We are very pleased to see NFPA 56 also includes requirements for purging fuel gas systems into and out of 

service, saying gases must be released to a safe outdoor location, or captured inside and further processed 

before release,” Dr. Moure-Eraso said.  

Dr. Moure-Eraso noted that the NFPA’s action now means that 14 of the 18 recommendations issued by the CSB 

following the Kleen Energy accident are now closed.

Safety videos on these accidents, the investigation reports and list of CSB safety recommendations may be found 

on www.CSB.gov.

The CSB is an independent federal agency charged with investigating serious chemical accidents and hazards. 

The agency's board members are appointed by the president and confirmed by the Senate. CSB investigations 

look into all aspects of chemical accidents, including physical causes such as equipment failure as well as 

absence or inadequacies in regulations, industry standards, and safety management systems.

The Board makes safety recommendations to regulatory agencies, including OSHA and EPA, as well as to plants, 

industry organizations, labor groups, and other institutions and organizations, but it does not issue citations or 

fines. Visit our website, www.csb.gov.

For more information, contact Communications Manager Hillary J. Cohen at 202.446.8094 
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