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1. Revise 6.25.3.3 to read as follows: 
 
6.25.3.3  Where a vehicle fuel dispenser or dispensing station is installed under a weather shelter or canopy, the 
area shall be ventilated and shall not be enclosed for more than 50 percent of its perimeter. 

 
Submitter’s Substantiation:  The 1998 edition of NFPA 58, in section 3-9.3, listed General Installation 
Provisions for vehicle fuel dispensers and dispensing stations.  Section 3-9.3.2 said, “Installation shall not be 
within a building but shall be permitted to be under a weather shelter or canopy, provided this area is adequately 
ventilated and is not enclosed for more than 50 percent of its perimeter.”  Both by its placement in 3-9.3 and by 
the beginning of the previous section, 3-9.3.1, the application of this provision was to vehicle fuel dispensers 
and dispensing stations. 
 
Careful examination of the NFPA 58 – November 2000 ROP and the NFPA 58 – November 2000 ROC 
revealed no proposal or comment that changed anything in section 3-9.3.2.  However, the NFPA 58 (Draft) in 
the ROP had a section 3-9.3.2 that read, “Vehicle fuel dispensers shall not be located within a building.  Where 
installed under a weather shelter of canopy, the area shall be ventilated and shall not be enclosed for more than 
50 percent of its perimeter.”  This text is also in the General Installation Provisions for vehicle fuel dispensers 
and dispensing stations, not under section 3-9.4, Installation of Vehicle Fuel Dispensers.  It also appears in the 
2001 edition of NFPA 58.  Neither the draft nor the 2001 edition have any revision marking indicating this 
change, so review by the technical committee would not have been expected of a section not indicated as being 
changed.  It appears to have been an “editorial change” by the NFPA staff.  However, it is not an editorial 
change, as a significant portion of dispensers were removed from this installation provision by this change.  All 
dispensing stations that are not vehicle fuel dispensers are removed from the restriction against being installed 
in buildings and from the requirements for a ventilated weather shelter or canopy.  Since the code is silent about 
being located in buildings or under shelters for these dispensers, it is conceivable that their installation in 
buildings and under shelters not well ventilated is allowed.  No person on the technical committee would agree 
with this installation. 
 
A subsequent change in the 2004 edition, sections 6.22.3.2 and 6.22.3.3, separated the two requirements in this 
section into two separate sections.  Section 6.25.3.2 (2014) specifies that neither type of dispenser may be 
located in a building unless certain other provisions are met.  However, the language dealing with placing a 
dispenser under a shelter or canopy still applies only to vehicle fuel dispensers. 
 
The point of transfer at vehicle fuel dispensers is often at a vehicle, outside of any building or small shelter.  
The point of transfer at dispensing stations is usually at or near the scale and often under a shelter or canopy.  
Because of this, requirements for ventilation or for openness would be needed more for a dispensing station 
than for a vehicle fuel dispenser. 
 
Requiring the installation provisions as stated in the 1998 and earlier editions carried over in the minds of many 
authorities having jurisdiction (AHJ).  We were requiring this compliance, even after publication of the 2001 
edition, as we knew it had been there and had not been notified of any change.  When the owner of a dispensing 
station challenged our enforcement, we reviewed the code and found that the change had been made.  An 
informal poll of several AHJs in the fall of 2013 revealed that none of them realized that this change had been 



made.  Further, revision of our inspection forms for proper references from the 2014 edition identified that the 
change impacted how a long-used form was not properly reflecting current requirements. 
 
Emergency Nature: This change falls under multiple emergency nature factors.  They are: 
(a) The NFPA Standard contains an error or an omission that was overlooked during a revision process. – As 
previously described, the change was made without benefit of a proposal or comment.  The draft document did 
not indicate that a change was made in any way other than presenting the new text.  The issued document did 
not indicate that a change was made in any way other than presenting the new text.  Since there was no 
discussion of this change or any documentation of the change, no committee member would have looked to see 
if the change was made properly.  However, there was a change that resulted in a change in the requirements.  It 
was not a simple editorial change. 
 
(b) The proposed TIA intends to correct a circumstance in which the revised NFPA Standard has resulted in an 
adverse impact on a product or method that was inadvertently overlooked in the total revision process or was 
without adequate technical (safety) justification for the action. – By removing the installation provisions for a 
whole class if dispensers, many locations could be installed improperly, resulting in dangerous situations during 
cylinder filling operations. 
 
 
Anyone may submit a comment by the closing date indicated above.  To submit a comment, please identify the number 

of the TIA and forward to the Secretary, Standards Council, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169‐7471. 
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