
 
 

CORRELATING COMMITTEE ON COMBUSTIBLE DUSTS 
 
TO:  CORRELATING COMMITTEE ON COMBUSTIBLE DUSTS 
 
FROM: G. R. Colonna, Staff Liaison 
 
DATE:  December 6, 2012 
 
SUBJ: Minutes of NFPA 484 First Draft Meeting, November 28 - 29, 2012 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I.  Attendance: (includes web and conference call participants) 
 
Members and Alternates: 
 
Kevin Kreitman, Committee Chair, City of Redding Fire Department, CA 
 
John Cholin, J. M. Cholin Consultants Inc., NJ 
Gregory Creswell, Titanium Metals Corporation (TIMET), PA 
Mark Drake, Liberty Mutual Commercial Markets, KS 
Henry Febo, Jr., FM Global, MA (conference call/web meeting) 
Craig Froehling, Cargill, Inc., MN 
Dale Hansen, Harrington Group, Inc., GA 
Donald Hayden, Closure Systems International, IN (conference call/web meeting) 
Paul F. Hart, XL Global Asset Protection Services, IL 
Jason Krbec, CV Technology, Inc., FL (conference call/web meeting) 
Edward LaPine, Aon Fire Protection Engineering Corporation, AZ 
Arthur Mattos, XL Global Asset Protection Services, NC 
Timothy Myers, Exponent, Inc., MA 
Jack E. Osborn, Airdusco, Inc., TN 
Jason Reason, Indiana Department of Labor/OSHA, IN (conference call/web meeting) 
Bill Stevenson, CV Technology, Inc., FL 
Guy R. Colonna, NFPA, Staff Liaison 
 
Guests: 
Derek Duval, NFPA, MA 
Niels Pedersen, Nederman LLC, NC 
 
 
II. Minutes of Meeting 
 
1.  The Chair called the meeting to order at 8:35 a.m., Wednesday, November 28, 2012 at 
the Embassy Suites Philadelphia Airport, Philadelphia, PA.  The Chair welcomed the 
members and guests and requested self-introductions. 
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2.  The Chair outlined the key action item for the meeting - completion of the Correlating 
Committee review of the First Draft for NFPA 484.  The review includes the First 
Revisions, Public Input (resolved items not associated with changes to the standard), and 
Committee Input and action to develop either Correlating Committee Notes (CCN) or First 
Correlating Revisions (FCR), as appropriate. 
 
3.  Staff provided an update on the Committee membership.  The Committee currently has 
11 principal voting members.  Staff also provided a review of the new NFPA Standards 
Process including an overview of the duties and responsibilities for Correlating 
Committees.  The PowerPoint presentation will be sent separately to all the members for 
their information. 
 
4.  The Committee began work on reviewing the First Draft of NFPA 484.  Following some 
discussion of the best process for conducting the review, the Chair proposed the following 
strategy: review Public Input (PI) that were resolved without any impact on the standard 
(using the prior terminology, those rejected PI); review First Revisions (FR) with negative 
ballot comments to consider the arguments from those voting negative; review of all 
Committee Input (CI) which are "trial balloons" that do not change the standard but enable 
change to occur at the Second Revision with the action on any related Public Comments; 
and review of any additional items identified by the members pertaining to any aspect of 
the First Draft revision.  In addition to this approach, the Chair included in the review 
several items noted by the Staff Liaison. 
 
Following the review of the Public Inputs, First Revisions, Committee Inputs, and First 
Draft, the Correlating Committee voted to create 19 Correlating Committee Notes (CCN) 
and 1 First Correlating Revision (FCR).  The Correlating Committee approved a motion for 
Staff to prepare the letter ballot on those actions. 
 
5.  Fire Protection Research Foundation Code Fund Project Discussion.  The Fire 
Protection Research Foundation (FPRF) is currently soliciting input from committee 
officers, committees, and staff regarding suggestions for research projects to be funded 
through the Code Fund.  These projects are typically related to data analysis, literature 
search, or gap analysis and can be awarded and completed in a single calendar year.  
From the discussion, the following topics were suggested; Staff will work with the listed 
member and/or others to develop the proposal by the December 31 deadline. 
 
A. Portable vacuums and the small volume exception (8 ft3 contained in NFPA 654); look 
at existing applications (similar size threshold for cyclones in NFPA 61) and determine the 
basis and whether other considerations are needed to support such requirements. (P. 
Hart) 
 
B. Hybrids, mixtures, and alloys - how to characterize the combustion behavior of the 
mixture; for example, for such mixtures, should the properties and behavior be based more 
on the metal or on the other material?  Answer to that type of question would be instructive 
in determining how or if such materials should be covered by the metal standard. (M. 
Drake) 
 
C. Use of backdraft dampers as isolation devices; question as to whether such devices are 
covered at all or adequately within NFPA 69; devices are approved by ATEX and are being 
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used - concern is how they are being used and whether use is suitably addressed in 
current NFPA standards. (J. Osborn, N. Pedersen) 
 
D. Application of venting of silos - what guidelines exist and is there adequate knowledge 
applicable to explosion venting of silos and is that reflected in the relevant standards? (T. 
Myers)* 
 
E. Enclosureless dust collectors and downdraft tables - permitted in both NFPA 664 and 
654 but under differing conditions; what is the basis for conditions being different? Do 
those conditions reflect current usage and experience? (A. Mattos, J. Cholin, N. Pedersen) 
 
F. Flame propagation in small diameter duct work. (P. Hart)* 
 
* Items D and F were submitted for 2012 and not accepted; will be resubmitted for 2013. 
 
6.  Other Business. 
 
The Chair noted that he was preparing an outline for use during future meetings that would 
describe the steps to be generally followed to conduct both a First Draft and Second Draft 
meeting.  Based on the process followed during this meeting, the Chair documented the 
steps and intends to share that with the Committee members for their use in preparation 
for the future meetings.  Once he has completed this list, he will distribute it to the 
Committee and asks for any feedback in order to improve the process going forward. 
 
Members noted that the PDF format of the agenda package - PI, FR, and CI - don’t permit 
searching of specific item numbers for some reason making it cumbersome to review 
specific items easily during the meeting.  Staff responded that they will check on better 
ways to present the agenda items for future meetings; one means they were aware of to 
facilitate searching is to bookmark each item uniquely. 
 
One other general discussion item was directed at how the Correlating Committee should 
proceed with the development of NFPA 652.  The question posed was whether the 
Correlating Committee should submit its input to the Fundamentals Committee during the 
Public Input period (which closes January 4, 2013) on key issues such as primacy or 
hierarchy of NFPA 652 in relationship to the dust-type specific standards.  After some 
discussion, the Committee agreed that they would have adequate opportunity to express a 
position on such issues during its review of the First Draft and should permit the 
Fundamentals Committee to complete its work without weighing in at this time.  Of course, 
individual members are permitted to submit Public Input independent of their positions on 
the Correlating Committee. 
 
Staff provided a spreadsheet showing the current schedules of the 6 standards - NFPA 61, 
484, 654, 655, 664, and 652 - for purposes of review.  The Committee focused on the 
revision cycles of the various documents relative to the completion of the new standard, 
NFPA 652.  As a result of this review of revision schedules, the Correlating Committee 
approved a motion recommending that NFPA 61 and 654 be accelerated in their next 
revision cycle by moving up one year from A2017 to A2016.  The purpose for this 
recommendation is so that both committees can implement relevant elements of NFPA 
652 into the respective standards a bit sooner and thus make the intended correlation 
occur sooner.  As the Chair of the Handling and Conveying Technical Committee was not 
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able to attend the meeting, the Correlating Committee Chair will discuss this proposed 
change with him first before proceeding.  Staff will then work with the respective Technical 
Committee Chairs to develop the request for the Standards Council March 2013 agenda. 
 
7.  Next Meeting.  The Committee's next meeting will be to review the First Draft for NFPA 
652.  The Technical Committee on Fundamentals of Combustible Dust has approved a 
preliminary draft of the new standard and is currently accepting Public Input until January 
4, 2013.  The Committee has scheduled its meeting the week of February 11, 2013 to 
prepare the First Draft.  Following letter ballot on the First Draft, the approved document 
will be posted for Correlating Committee review no later than May 31, 2013 and the 
Correlating Committee must meet no later than July 12, 2013 to review and act on the 
NFPA 652 First Draft.  After discussion and review of calendars, the CC agreed to 
schedule the Correlating Committee First Draft meeting for NFPA 652 to be held at NFPA 
Headquarters in Quincy, MA on June 19 - 21, 2013. 
  
8.  There being no further business, the Correlating Committee First Draft meeting for 
NFPA 484 was adjourned at 10:30 a.m., Thursday, November 29, 2012. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
G. R. Colonna, Staff Liaison 



Document & Cycle PI Closing Date Final Date for TC 
First Draft meeting

Final Date for CC 
First Draft Meeting

Post First Draft for 
Public Comments

Public Comment 
Closing

Final Date for 
Second Draft 
meeting

Posting of Second 
Draft for CC 
meeting

Final Date for CC 
Second Draft 
meeting

484 A14 6/22/2012 8/31/2012 12/28/2012 2/22/2013 5/3/2013 7/12/2013 9/27/2013 11/8/2013

652 F14 1/4/2013 3/15/2013 7/21/2013 9/6/2013 11/15/2013 1/24/2014 4/11/2014 5/23/2014

664 A16 7/7/2014 9/15/2014 1/12/2015 3/9/2015 5/18/2015 7/27/2015 10/12/2015 11/23/2015

655 F16 1/5/2015 3/16/2015 7/13/2015 9/7/2015 11/16/2015 1/25/2016 4/11/2016 5/23/2016

61 A17 7/6/2015 9/14/2015 1/11/2016 3/7/2016 5/16/2016 7/25/2016 10/10/2016 11/21/2016

654 A17 7/6/2015 9/14/2015 1/11/2016 3/7/2016 5/16/2016 7/25/2016 10/10/2016 11/21/2016
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