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Subject:  
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 Date of Decision:   31 July 2013 

TIA No. 1097 on NFPA 70
®
, National Electrical Code

®
 2014 edition 

 

Dear Interested Parties: 

 

At its meeting of July 29 – July 31, 2013, the Standards Council considered an appeal on the 

above referenced matter.  On August 1, 2013, NFPA issued the Council’s decision on the 

appeal in the form of a “Short” decision which briefly stated the outcome of the appeal and 

which indicated that a full Final decision on the appeal would be issued in due course and sent 

to all interested parties as soon as it became available. 

 

The Council’s Final decision is now available and is attached herewith. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Christian Dubay, P.E. 

Secretary, NFPA Standards Council 

 

c: D. Berry, M. Brodoff, L. Fuller, M. Earley, W. Burke 

 Members, NEC Code-Making Panel 13 (NEC-P13) 

 Members, NEC Correlating Committee (NEC-AAC) 

 Members, NFPA Standards Council (AAD-AAA) 

 Individuals Providing Appeal Commentary 
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 Standards Council Decision (Final): D#13-14 

 Standards Council Agenda Item:   SC#13-8-17-d 

 Date of Decision:   31 July 2013 

TIA No. 1097 on NFPA 70
®
, National Electrical Code

®
 2014 edition 

 

SUMMARY OF ACTION (for convenience only; not part of official decision):  The 

Standards Council voted not issue Tentative Interim Amendment No. 1097, either as submitted 

or revised. 

 

DECISION: 

At its meeting of July 29 – July 31, 2013, the Standards Council considered an appeal from 

Joseph Harding of Portable Generator Manufacturers Association regarding issuance of 

proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) No. 1097 on the 2014 edition of NFPA 70
®
, 

National Electrical Code
®
 (NEC

®
).  

 

Section 445.20 requires ground-fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) protection for certain portable 

generators.  The TIA seeks an exception to these requirements for generators manufactured or 

remanufactured before January 1, 2015.  The text of proposed TIA No. 1097 reads as follows:  

 
445.20 Ground-Fault Circuit Interrupter Protection for Receptacles on 15 kW or 

Smaller, Portable Generators. All 125-volt, single-phase, 15-and 20 ampere 

receptacle outlets, that are a part of a 15 kW or smaller, portable generator, either shall 

have ground-fault circuit interrupter protection for personnel integral to the generator 

or receptacle, or shall not be available for use when the 125/250 volt locking-type 

receptacle is in use. If the generator does not have a 125/250 volt locking-type 

receptacle or was manufactured or remanufactured prior to January 1, 2015, this 

requirement shall not apply. 

 

As background, the change proposed in TIA No. 1097 was balloted through NEC Code-

Making Panel 13 and the NEC Correlating Committee in accordance with the Regulations 

Governing the Development of NFPA Standards (Regulations), to determine if it had the 

necessary three-fourths majority support on merit and emergency nature to establish a 

recommendation for issuance.  The TIA failed all ballots.   

 

On appeal, the Standards Council accords great respect and deference to the NFPA standards 

development process.  The Council will uphold the results yielded by that process absent a 

clear and substantial basis for doing otherwise.  The Council has found no such basis here, and 

accordingly has voted to deny the issuance of the TIA.  In addition, the Council has declined 

the appellant’s request to issue a revised version of the TIA that he proposed to the Council as 

a way to address the concerns expressed in the ballot negative comments.  This revised TIA 

has not been reviewed or balloted by the responsible committees, and the Council would rarely 

consider adopting language that had not received such review. The appellant indicates that he 

has recently submitted his revised TIA to the Council Secretary. Such a TIA should be 

processed in the usual manner in accordance with the Regulations.    

 


