
 

 

MEETING NOTICE 
2014 NEC® REPORT ON COMMENTS 

November 28-December 8, 2012 
Redondo Beach, CA 

  

Note from the Secretary 
 
Dear Code-Making Panel Member: 
 
We are very pleased that you will continue 
to participate in the processing of the 2014 
National Electrical Code. Development of 
the 53rd edition would not be possible 
without the participation of volunteers like 
you. 
 
The Report on Comments meetings will be 
held at the Crowne Plaza Beach & Marina 
Hotel in Redondo Beach, California. The 
schedule shown on page 6 provides an 
overview of the panel meetings. Task group 
meeting information and detailed panel 
schedules are also shown on page 6. As the 
meetings will follow the Thanksgiving 
weekend, I have established a schedule that 
will make it possible to avoid traveling on 
the Saturday or Sunday of the Thanksgiving 
weekend. 
 
I have tried to avoid as many schedule 
conflicts as possible. However, I could not 
completely eliminate them. If you are one of 
the members with a conflict, I apologize for 
that. 
 
We want you to be comfortable at our 
meetings, therefore, the attire for this 
meeting is "business casual,” polo shirts are 
acceptable. 
 
As I am sure you are all well aware, the 
NEC Comment Closing Date is October 
17, 2012. Comments will be posted as part 

of the agenda package on the Doc Info web 
pages as soon as possible after the comment 
closing date. Comments will also be mailed 
to all panel members on CD in a FileMaker 
database format. Paper copies will not be 
provided or available at the meeting. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the 
NEC. We look forward to seeing you in 
Redondo Beach. Please remember, all first 
week full panel meetings begin on 
Wednesday, November 28, 2012. 
 
Mark W. Earley, P.E. 
Secretary 
 
Meeting Logistics 
 
Crowne Plaza Redondo Beach & Marina 
Hotel 
300 North Harbor Drive 
Redondo Beach, CA 90277 
Hotel Main Number: 310-318-8888 
Hotel Fax: 310-376-1930 
www.cpredondobeachhotel.com/  
 
In order to obtain the NFPA negotiated rate 
of $160 single/double per night, 
reservations must be made prior to 
October 31, 2012. This rate will be 
available until the cut off or until the 
room block is sold-out, whichever comes 
first. The Hotel has created the following 
online link to make sleeping room 
reservations: 
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/NFPANECR
OC12  
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Reservations can also be made by calling 
888-233-9527 and asking for the reservation 
department and the NFPA NEC ROC 2012 
Room Block or Group Code “ROC” to 
receive the negotiated rate.    
 
Please note that check-in time is 4:00 p.m. 
The current guest self-parking parking rate 
is $23 per day and valet parking is $27 per 
day. The rate for non-registered guests is 
$.75 per half-hour, $13 maximum.  
 

Air Travel 

NFPA's official travel agency, Colpitts 
World Travel will be happy to arrange your 
travel and is able to offer discounted fares 
with American, Delta and United Air Lines 
as well as Avis Car Rental. If you wish to 
work with Colpitts, please contact Lauren 
Connelly at (800) 795-9500 or (617) 984-
7313. 
 
The hotel is conveniently located seven 
miles south of the Los Angeles International 
Airport (LAX). There are alternate airports 
that may offer lower air fares. Below are the 
approximate distances and driving times by 
taxi from each airport. 
 
Los Angeles International (LAX) 
Distance: 7 Miles (20 Minutes) 
 
Long Beach (LGB) 
Distance: 18 Miles· (40 Minutes) 
 
Bob Hope Burbank Airport, (BUR) 
Distance: 24 MI (60 Minutes) 
 
John Wayne Santa Ana Airport, (SNA) 
Distance: 35.5 miles (42 minutes)  

 
Shipping Packages to the Hotel 

 
Packages should be clearly marked with the 
recipient's name, meeting name: 
(NFPA/NEC ROC) and the guest’s arrival 

date. Shipments will only be accepted within 
3 days prior to the meeting. 

 
Participation 

 
Attendance at committee meetings is 
required by the NFPA Regulations 
Governing Committee Projects. At the end 
of each code cycle, the NEC Correlating 
Committee and the NFPA Standards 
Council reviews records of all members 
regarding their participation in the 
standards-making process. Therefore, it is 
important for both the principal and alternate 
members to return ballots, even if the 
alternate knows that their principal member 
will be attending the meetings and returning 
their ballots. 
 

Materials You Will Need at the 
Meetings 

 
2011 National Electrical Code 
• Copies (electronic or paper) of comments 
• NEC 2013 Report on Proposals 
• Copies of Errata 
• NFPA Codes & Standards Directory 
• NEC Supplemental Operating Procedures 
and Style Manual 
 

Processing Schedule 
 
The processing schedule is outlined on page 
8 of this newsletter. Please note that the 
initial ballot due date will be January 11, 
2013 and January 22, 2013 will be the 
deadline to change your vote. Please do not 
hesitate to call Kim at 617-984-7953 if you 
have any questions on the processing 
schedule or procedures.  
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Preparation for Panel Meetings 
 
It is imperative that you review the 
Comments before the meeting and develop 
proposed actions and statements. 
 
Prepared actions and statements greatly help 
to expedite the progress of the meeting. 
Please have any prepared actions and 
statements available for transfer to your staff 
liaison at the beginning of the first day of 
your panel meeting. Panel actions and 
statements should be provided to staff in a 
word document and the preferred font is 
"Arial Unicode MS" font. Please avoid 
using "revision mode", "track changes" and 
"auto numbering" as these functions do not 
always transfer well into our database. 
 

Editorial Review Task Groups 
 

Most panel chairs have appointed an 
editorial review task group.  These task 
groups will generally meet immediately 
prior to the full panel meetings and their 
report will be included as one of the panel's 
agenda items. Task groups review the 
comments assigned to the panel to identify 
comments that do not comply with Section 
4.4.5 of the Regulations Governing 
Committee Projects as well as Comments 
that fit into editorial or other categories as 
directed by the chair. When the task group 
acts on a comment, a panel statement must 
be developed for any action other than 
Accept. The requirement for the content of 
the panel statements for the task group is the 
same as for the panel. When the task group's 
work is completed, a report should be 
prepared for presentation to the full panel 
for vote on the recommended actions. If the 
panel accepts the full report, those 
comments acted on by the task group will 
not require further discussion during the full 
panel meeting. However, any panel member 

may place any comment back on the agenda 
for consideration by the full panel.  

 
Processing Comments 

 
All comments must be acted upon. A 
Comment that does not include all of the 
requirements listed in 4.4.5 of the NFPA 
Regulations Governing Committee Projects 
may be rejected for that reason. The Panel 
Statement of· said rejected comment should 
reference the specific subparagraph to which 
the comment did not comply. The lack of 
legislative text is not a valid reason for 
rejection. 

 
Regulations and Procedures 

 
All actions at and following the panel 
meetings will be governed m accordance With 
the NFPA Regulations Governing 
Committee Projects, the NEC Style Manual 
and the NEC Supplemental Operating 
Procedures. Failure to comply with these rules 
could result in challenges to the standards-
making process. A successful challenge on 
procedural grounds could prevent publication 
of the NEC®. Consequently, panels must 
follow the regulations and operating 
procedures. 

Panel Actions 
 
Accept – The panel accepts the comment 
exactly as written. Only editorial changes may 
be made. 
 
If a comment is accepted without change, no 
panel statement is required. Panel statements 
should be added to explain the action if, for 
example, the panel does not agree with all of 
the substantiation or has additional or different 
reasons for accepting the comment other than 
those stated in the substantiation. The absence 
of such a statement could give the impression 
that the panel agreed with all of the comment 
substantiation. If the action is to accept and 
the panel wishes to indicate a more suitable 
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location for the content this directive can be 
provided in the panel action and a panel 
statement is required. 
 
Reject -The comment is rejected by the panel. 
If the principle or intent of the comment is 
acceptable in whole or in part, the comment 
should not be rejected it should be accepted in 
principle or accepted in principle in part. 
A complete reason for rejection of the 
comment must be supplied in the panel 
statement. A Panel may not reject a comment 
simply because it accepted a different 
comment on the same subject. 
 
Accept in Principle - Accept the Comment 
with a change in wording. The panel action 
must specifically indicate what wording was 
revised. If the details (accepted wording) are 
contained in the action taken on another 
comment, the panel action may simply 
indicate "Accept in Principle", and the panel 
statement would reference the comment 
detailing the action. 
 
Accept in Part - Indicates that part of a 
comment is accepted without change and the 
remainder is rejected. The panel action text 
must indicate what part was accepted what 
part was rejected and the panel statement must 
indicate the reason(s) for rejecting each part.  
 
Accept in Principle in Part - This is a 
combination of "Accept in Principle" and 
"Accept in Part". 
 
Hold -The panel shall "Hold" a comment for 
processing as a proposal during the next 
revision cycle if the comment does not comply 
with 4.4.6.2.2 of the NFPA Regulations 
Governing Committee Projects as follows: . 
(a) Would introduce a concept that has not had 
public review by being included in a related 
proposal as published in the ROP. 
(b) Would change the text proposed by the 
panel to the· point that the panel would have 
to restudy the text of the ROP or other 
affected parts of the document. 

(c) Would propose something that could not 
be properly handled within the time frame for 
processing the report.  
 
The panel statement should reference the 
specific section of the regulations to which the 
comment does not comply. 
 

Panel Statements 
 
A panel statement is required for all actions 
other than "accept". All panel statements 
must be sufficiently detailed so as to convey 
the panel's exact justification for the action. 
Additionally, they should be technical in 
nature and written in complete sentences. 
 
General Guidelines for Panel Statements: 
 
• A panel statement should not refer to 
another panel statement which, in turn, 
refers to some other panel statement. . 
• Panel statements may refer to multiple 
panel actions and/or statements if they are 
all appropriate. 
• Panels should verify that the cross 
references to other comments are correct. 
• Reference to another panel action is 
inappropriate unless the referenced comment 
contains all of the applicable technical 
justification for the action. 
 
If a comment is rejected: 
• The panel statement may refer to the panel 
statement of another comment if both 
comments were rejected for the same 
reason. 
• Because the recommended text is already 
contained within another document, the 
panel statement should reference said 
document name(s) and section number(s). 
• The reason for rejection cannot be on the 
basis that the panel accepted a different 
comment on the same subject.  
 
If a comment is accepted in principle, the 
panel statement must indicate why the 
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wording submitted was not accepted. This 
reason should be technical in nature, unless 
the panel· has simply rewritten the 
submitter's text, in which case the panel can 
state that the revised wording was editorially 
revised to meet the submitter's intent.  
 
If a comment is accepted in part, the panel 
statement must indicate the reason(s) for the 
rejection of each part that was not accepted. 
 

Procedures for Handling a Motion 
 
NFPA committee meetings are conducted in 
accordance with Roberts' Rules of Order. In 
order for a comment to be discussed, a 
motion must first be made. A simplified 
procedure for discussion of motions is as 
follows: 
 
Member 
• Member Addresses the Chair 

• Receives Recognition from the Chair 
• Introduces the Motion 
• (Another Member) Seconds the Motion 
 
Chair (Presiding Officer) 
• States the Motion 
• Calls for Discussion 
• Takes the vote 
• Announces the Result of the Vote 
 
Motions to End Debate 
 
Previous Question or “Call the Question”: 
 Not in order when another has the floor 
 Requires a second 
 This motion is not debatable and DOES 

NOT automatically stop debate 
 Requires 2/3 affirmative vote to end 

debate  
 
 

 
 

NEC ROC PROCESSING SCHEDULE 
 
NEC Comment Closing Date:   October 17, 2012 
ROC Panel Meetings:    November 27-December 8, 2012 
Ballots Mailed By:     December 17, 2012 
Initial Ballot Due Date:    January 11, 2013 
Change of Votes Due:    January 22, 2013 
CC Meeting:      February 18- 22, 2013 

Clearwater Beach, FL 
NEC ROC to Printer Posted:   March 1, 2013 
NEC ROC to Mailing House:   March 22, 2013 
Notice of Intent to Make a Motion: May 3, 2013 
Certified Amending Motions Posted: May 17, 2013 
NFPA Annual Meeting:    June 10-13, 2013 

Chicago, IL 
Standards Council Issuance:   August 2013 
2014 NEC Release Date:    September 2013
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Full panel meetings will begin at 8:00 AM except where noted or 
otherwise notified.  

Sun. 
11/25 

Mon. 
11/26 

Tue. 
11/27 

Wed 
11/28 

Thurs. 
11/29 

Fri. 
11/30 

Sat. 
12/1 

 
CMP 1  

 

 
CMP 2 TG 
8:00- 5:00 

CMP 2  
 

 
CMP 3 TG 

8:00- 5:00 (2TG) 
CMP 3  

 

 
CMP 5 TG 
2:00- 5:00 

CMP 5  
 

 
CMP 12  

(4TG in room) Wed 

 CMP 13  
 

 
CMP 14 TG 
1:00- 5:00 

CMP 14  
  

 
Sun. 
12/2 

Mon. 
12/3 

Tues. 
12/4 

Wed 
12/5 

Thurs 
12/6 

Fri. 
12/7 

Sat 
12/8 

CMP 4 TG 
8:00- 12:00 

CMP 4 

 CMP 8 
 

CMP 16 TG 
2:00- 5:00 

CMP  16 

 CMP 6 
 

CMP 7 TG 
4:00- 7:00 

CMP 7 
 

 

 CMP 9 TG 
4:00- 7:00 

CMP 9 

 CMP 10 
 

 

 CMP 11  
3:00- 6:00 

CMP 11 
  

 CMP 19  
9:00- 5:00

CMP 19 

CMP 15 TG 
1:00- 5:00 

CMP 15 
 

 
 

CMP 17 TG 
1:00- 5:00 

CMP 17 
 

 

CMP 18TG 
8:00- 5:00 

CMP 18 
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Coordinating Requirements with other NFPA Technical Committees 
 

Several code-making panels deal with technical topics that affect or are affected by other technical committees. 
Examples include Article 517 (NFPA 99), Article 695 (NFPA 20), and Article 760 (NFPA 72). There are frequent 
questions as to which committee has jurisdiction over specific technical requirements. 
 
To help sort this out, the NFPA Standards Council appointed a Council task group on Intercommittee Coordination. 
The task group has developed the following definitions: 
 
Performance Requirement. A specification of the manner in which equipment or a system is intended to function 
or operate. 
 
Installation Requirement. A specification of the materials and process associated with putting equipment in place 
and making it ready for use in accordance with performance requirements. 
 
The following Table provides examples utilizing the above definitions: 
 
Performance Requirement Installation Solution 
Maintenance  
 Commissioning 
Periodic Testing  
Grounding Reliability (i.e., redundant grounding) Multiple grounding methods 
 Initial Acceptance Testing 
Prevention of Cascading Outages Selective Coordination 
Reliability of Source Auxiliaries Selection of Source for Auxiliaries 
Protection from Damage Fire Protection , Fire Barriers, Physical 

Protection, Location/Separation  
Response to Failure of Power Source Means for Connecting Portable Source 
Reliable Source of Water Pressure Fire Pump Driver Runs to Destruction 
Reliability of Back-up Power Source  
 

Selective Load Pick-up, Load Shedding, Peak 
Load Sharing 

 
 

The National Electrical Code contains installation rules. Rules developed by code- making panels should be based 
on the installation definition. The committee can also develop an installation rule that responds to performance 
criteria that another technical committee has developed: In all such cases, the Code-Making Panel should coordinate 
the requirement in consultation with the responsible technical committee. The NEC can also extract a requirement 
from another NFP A document where it is needed for installation or enforcement reasons. If you have any questions 
about this, please contact Mark Earley.  
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