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1. Revise Article 517.41(E) to read as follows: 

  
(E) Receptacle Identification. The cover plates for the electrical receptacles or the electrical receptacles 
themselves supplied from the essential electrical system shall have a distinctive color or marking so as to be 
readily identifiable. [99:6.5.2.2.4.2] 
 
Nonlocking-type, 125-volt, 15- and 20-ampere receptacles shall have an illuminated face or an indicator light to 
indicate that there is power to the receptacle. 
 
Submitter’s Substantiation:  In 2008, the NFPA developed a policy to help guide the committees responsible 
for NFPA 70 and NFPA 99 as it relates to healthcare electrical systems.  In essence, the NFPA determined that 
NFPA 99 was responsible for performance of healthcare electrical systems and that NFPA 70 must defer to 
NFPA 99 on these issues.  Similarly, NFPA is responsible for determining installation standards for those 
systems, and that NFPA 99 must defer to NFPA 70 on those issues. 
  
In particular, performance was defined as “the manner in which equipment or a system is intended to function 
or operate.”  And, installation was defined as “the material and process associated with putting equipment in 
place and making it ready for use in accordance with performance requirements.”  These definitions still leave 
some room for debate on some issues, but fairly clearly lay out the respective duties. 
 
The issue considered in this item whether or not an outlet on emergency power should be lit, is clearly 
indicating the “manner in which equipment is intended to function or operate.”  Therefore, that is a requirement 
that should be addressed by NFPA 99, NOT NFPA 70.  In fact, this same proposal came to NFPA 99, and was 
rejected by our committee.   
  
Also, this issue appeared before the July 2013 Standards Council meeting in relation to hospitals.  The 
Standards Council ruled that this was a jurisdictional issue and the receptacle light was within the jurisdiction of 
NFPA 99.  As a result, this same requirement should be removed from nursing homes to fix the conflict in the 
document. 
 
Emergency Nature: This document, if issued as final without the proposed change, will contain an omission 
that was overlooked during a regular revision process.  Neglecting to modify 517.41(E) to match the 
terminology in 517.30(e) was an oversight by the technical committee. 
 
 
Anyone may submit a comment by the closing date indicated above.  To submit a comment, please identify the number 

of the TIA and forward to the Secretary, Standards Council, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169‐7471. 
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