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Meeting Minutes of the  

Correlating Committee on the  
Signaling Systems for the Protection of Life and Property 

October 28-29, 2014 
Indianapolis, IN 

(NFPA 72 CC Second Draft Meeting) 
 

Item 14-10-1 Call to Order 
 
Chair Robert P. Schifiliti (R.P. Schifiliti Associates, Inc.) called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM.  
  
Item 14-10-2 Roll Call 
 
In addition to the chair, the following CC members were present: 
 
Doug Aiken (P)  International Municipal Signal Association 
Andrew Berezowski (P) National Electrical Manufacturer’s Association 
Art Black (P)  Carmel Fire Protection Associates 
David Boswell (P) Hughes Associates / RJA Group 
Bruce Fraser (P)  Fraser Fire Protection Services  
Vic Humm (P)   Vic Humm & Associates 
Peter Larrimer (P) US Department of Veterans Affairs 
Fred Leber (P)  Leber/Rubes Inc 
Lynn Nielson (P)  City of Henderson  
Thomas Norton (P)    Norel Service Company 
Thomas Parrish (P)    Telgian Corporation 
Rodger Reiswig (P)    Tyco International 
Larry Shudak (P) Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 
Earl Valois (P)     International Association of Fire Chiefs  
Jeffrey Van Keuren (P)   UTC 
Raymond Grill (A)    ARUP 
Thomas Hammerberg (A)   Automatic Fire Alarm Association 
Jack McNamara (A)    National Electrical Manufacturers Association 
Manuelita David  (NV TC Chair) TC on Fundamentals of Signaling Systems 
Jeff Knight (NV TC Chair)   TC on Public Fire Reporting Systems 
David Lowrey (NV TC Chair)  TC on Notification Appliances for Signaling Systems 
J. Jeffrey Moore (NV TC Chair)  TC on Testing and Maintenance of Signaling Systems 
Wayne Moore (NV TC Chair)  TC on Emergency Communications Systems 
Warren E. Olsen (NV TC Chair)  TC on Supervising Station Alarm Systems 
 
The following guests were present: 
 
Shane Clary     Bay Alarm Company 
Laurie Eisner     Mircom 
Dan Finnegan     Siemens 
Todd Gustafson     Mircom 
Hans Kristensen     IMSA 
Michael Pallett     Telecor, Inc 
Denise Pappas     Valcom 
Mark Sylvester      Telgian 
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The following NFPA Staff were present: 
 
Bill Burke (Division Manager - Electrical Department) 
Dick Roux (Electrical Department Staff) 
Lee F. Richardson (Secretary) 
 
Item 14-10-3 Approval of Meeting Agenda 
 
It was moved, seconded and voted unanimously affirmative that the meeting agenda be 
approved. 
 
Item 14-10-4 Approval of Meeting Minutes 
  
It was moved, seconded and voted unanimously affirmative that the minutes of the January 7-
8, 2014 meeting of the Correlating Committee on Signaling Systems for the Protection of Life 
and Property be approved. 
 
Item 14-10-5 Staff Remarks & Overview of New Process [Enclosures] 
 
Opening remarks, a review of the processing schedule, an overview of the new process, and a 
refresher on legal concerns were presented via PowerPoint. 
 
As a part of the review of the new process NFPA staff reviewed flow diagrams developed 
specifically for committee member training.  While a complete set of flow diagrams for the new 
process were developed, only those diagrams applicable to the remainder of the process were 
reviewed. The complete set of flow diagrams are enclosed with these minutes for future 
committee reference.  
 
NFPA staff also summarize recent TIA activity.  One proposed TIA has been submitted for 
Chapter 29 of NFPA 72 to introduce language allowing the use of smoke alarm accessories to 
produce the low frequency alarm signal.  Another proposed TIA is in the process of being 
submitted for Chapter 29 of the 2013 edition NFPA 72 to extend the time period for the listing 
of nuisance resistant smoke alarms from January 2016 to January 2019.  The extended time 
period has already been included in the processing for the 2016 edition of NFPA 72. 
 
Concerns were raised about the accessibility of the second draft to correlating committee 
members to use for their review in preparation for this meeting.  It was pointed out that a link to 
the second draft was made available to the committee both in the agenda transmittal email and 
on the document information page.  It was agreed that this access needs to be more clearly 
identified and emphasized to committee members.  It was noted that the second draft was only 
available on-line.  Committee members emphasized the need for committee members to have 
access to a static form of the second draft that could be used off-line with the capability to 
search and print.  It was requested that this concern be made aware to NPFA Senior Staff. 
 
Item 14-10-6 Task Group Reports   
 

a) NFPA 720 versus NFPA 72 
NFPA 720 is extensively extracted from NFPA 72 and every cycle the extracts need to 
be reviewed and updated by the NFPA 720 committee. The effort involved in doing this 
is extensive for both NFPA staff and committee members. It was suggested in earlier 
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meetings that consideration be given to rolling NFPA 720 into NFPA 72 in some manner 
to avoid this cumbersome duplication.  The correlating committee reviewed the issues 
involved and the various options for combining these documents (or not combining 
them).  
 
It was moved, seconded and voted unanimously affirmative to develop a 
recommendation to the NFPA Standards Council based on the following approach: 
 

1) Combine Chapter 9 of NFPA 720 with Chapter 29 of NFPA 72 and move this 
combined material into a separate “residential” document. 
2) Combine the balance of NFPA 720 with the balance of NFPA 72 to result in a 
document that addresses commercial fire alarm and signaling systems. 

 
The following draft Vision Statement was developed: 
 

“To have one document that addresses all requirements for the application, 
installation, location, performance, inspection, testing, and maintenance of 
signaling systems in commercial applications excluding fire, CO and other hazard 
warning equipment as applied to dwelling units and commercial-residential 
occupancies.” 

 
“To have a second document that addresses all requirements for the application, 
installation, location, performance, inspection, testing, and maintenance of 
smoke alarms, CO alarms and other hazard alarms, and systems used in lieu of 
these alarms.” 

 
A task group was assigned to more fully develop this vision and prepare a complete 
recommendation to the NFPA Standards Council.  The task group is to consider the 
timing for making these changes (NFPA cycles), technical committee membership 
issues, and terminology for the types of equipment and uses.  The task group will 
include the following members: Shane Clary (chair), Art Black, Ray Grill, Tom 
Hammerberg, Peter Larrimer, Wayne Moore, and Tom Norton. 
 
As a point of reference, the next (2018) edition of NFPA 720 would normally be 
processed in the Annual 2017 cycle which has a public closing date of July 6, 2015. The 
next (2019) edition of NFPA 72 would normally be processed in the Annual 2018 cycle 
which will have a public closing date in the July, 2016 time frame. 
 

b) Networks 
Wayne Moore reported that the Networks task group had worked diligently throughout 
the current cycle and produced public inputs and public comments that have been 
reviewed by the protected premises technical committee and largely accepted.  
Revisions the technical requirements in Chapters 12 and 23 have been made along with 
extensive related explanatory annex material.  This task group shall remain intact 
through the remainder of this cycle. 

c) Glossary of Terms 
Jack McNamara reported that the glossary of terms activity had tapered off during the 
last half of the revision cycle.  There was nothing new to report beyond the first draft 
activities.  This task group shall remain intact through the remainder of this cycle. 

d) Emergency Plan Terms 
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Wayne Moore reported that there was no new activity to report during the second draft 
portion of the revision cycle and that the work of this task group is essentially complete. 
This task group was retired with thanks. 

e) Forms Correlation 
Art Black reported that there was no activity to report for this cycle.  (No revisions to the 
record of completion and record of testing forms have been processed so far this cycle.)  
The task group was asked to be more proactive in future efforts to correlate and refine 
these forms. 

f) NFPA 72 Versus NFPA 1221 
This task group has formally been involved with issues of correlation between the 
requirements in Chapter 27 of NFPA 72 and NFPA 1221.  There was nothing new to 
report in this area. 
Doug Aiken reported that the NFPA 1221 committee has been working through the 
current revision cycle to incorporate requirements on two-way radio communications 
enhancement systems from NFPA 72.  This has been done through a combination of 
first revisions and second revisions.  These requirements have been modified from 
those in NFPA 72 and have not been identified as extracts.  The correlating committee 
discussed this issue and generally agreed that the expertise on the NFPA 1221 
committee was better suited to deal with requirements related to radio communications.  
It was also concluded that the requirements properly fall under the scope of the NFPA 
1221 committee and should reside in NFPA 1221.  It was noted that no revisions had 
been made to NFPA 72 to account for the relocation of this material to NFPA 1221.  As 
a part of the process of reviewing the second draft of NFPA 72 for correlation issues 
(Agenda Item 14-10-8), the correlating committee will identify areas in NFPA 72 that 
now need to be revised for correlation. 

g) Designer Terms 
Jack McNamara reported that there was no new activity to report during the second 
draft portion of the revision cycle and that the work of this task group is essentially 
complete. This task group was retired with thanks. 

h) Smoke Alarms in Commercial Occupancies 
Wayne Moore reported that there was no new activity to report. This task group was 
retired with thanks. 

i) Strobe Operation 
Andrew Berezowski reported that there was no new activity to report during the second 
draft portion of the revision cycle and that the work of this task group is essentially 
complete. This task group was retired with thanks. 

j) ANSI UL Reference Update 
Larry Shudak reported that the UL document references in the second draft of NFPA 72 
were up to date and that no further action was needed. 

k) TIA Supervisory Devices 
Jeff Moore reported that this issue was considered during the normal revision process. 

l) Elevator Emergency Communications  
No report was provided. 

m) Wireless System Terminology 
Jeff Van Keuren reported that this activity was related to the proposed revisions for 
mesh networks in Chapter 29.  However, the proposed revisions were removed during 
the second draft committee work.  So correlation of wireless terminology has become 
moot.   

n) New Process Training 
NFPA staff was reminded that training videos were supposed to be placed on the NFPA 
website.  NFPA staff will investigate the status of this.  NFPA staff did note that 
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extensive training was provide to committee members by the Staff Liaison throughout 
the current cycle.  Recently this has culminated in the development of process 
flowcharts for the entire cycle.  See minutes item 14-10-5. 

o) At Risk Population 
Tom Norton and Jeff Knight reported on the work of the “At Risk Population” project of 
the Fire Protection Research Foundation.  They indicated that this effort will be more of 
an educational effort because each at risk situation can be different.  There may be the 
potential that in some cases such as in schools where an adult is always present, 
allowance might be made for the use of some sort of private mode signaling.  This 
would allow the adult in charge to have more control over unique “at risk” situations. 

 
 
Item 14-10-7 Correlating Committee Liaison Reports 
 

a) NFPA 25 – Correlating committee liaison Tom Norton indicated that there was 
nothing new to report.  Shane Clary indicated that he has agreed to submit an 
application to be Tom’s alternate. 

b) NFPA 101– Correlating committee liaison Wayne Moore indicated that NFPA 101 
has completed the revision cycle and that there were no issues to report.  
Applications for NFPA 5000 will be pursued so that both documents are covered. 
 

Correlating Committee liaisons to other committees are reminded that they should not 
just be reviewing proposed changes to these document for correlation issues – they 
should be proactively reviewing these documents as a whole for correlation.  In addition, 
they should actively write input and comments for those documents to use the correct 
NFPA 72 terminology and for them to specify choices or preferences where NFPA 72 
offers them.   

 
 
Item 14-10-8 Review of NFPA 72 Second Draft, Public Comments and Second 

Revisions 
 
The correlating committee reviewed the work of the committees chapter by chapter and 
generated second correlating revisions as needed for each chapter.  There were a total of 44 
SCRs developed by the correlating committee.  The committee voted on each revision and 
voted on acceptance for each chapter as whole and the document as a whole as amended by 
the correlating committee actions. 
 
During the process of review the following item was identified for inclusion the minutes. 
 
It was noted that Public Comment 70 identified potential inconsistencies in the use of the term 
“enforcing authority” (not specifically defined) and the term “authority having jurisdiction” 
(specifically defined).  It was suggested that revisions should be considered to provide 
consistent usage.  A task group was assigned to review this issue and consider if changes 
should be made for the next cycle.  The task group members are Lynn Nielson (chair), Art 
Black, Andrew Berezowski, Warren Olsen, and Rodger Reiswig.  Several cycles ago, the TCC 
at the time use of the term Enforcing Authority, where appropriate, to differentiate between an 
AHJ – who can be any entity responsible for approving something, including an owner  – and 
the AHJ (Enforcing Authority) who has a legal or governmental responsibility for enforcing 
NFPA 72.   
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Item 14-10-9 Other Business 
 
See Item 14-10-6(f) 
 
Item 14-10-10 Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:30 PM on October 29, 2014. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
Lee F. Richardson  
Staff Liaison and Secretary 


