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Meeting Minutes of the  

Correlating Committee on the  
Signaling Systems for the Protection of Life and Property 

February 21, 2013 
Teleconference 

(NFPA 72 Pre-First Draft Meeting) 
 

Item 13-2-1 Call to Order 
 
Chair Robert P. Schifiliti (R.P. Schifiliti Associates, Inc.) called the meeting to order at 10:00 
AM ET.  
  
Item 13-2-2 Roll Call 
 
In addition to the chair, the following CC members were present: 
 
Doug Aiken (P)  International Municipal Signal Association 
Andrew Berezowski (P) National Electrical Manufacturer’s Association 
Art Black (P)  Carmel Fire Protection Associates 
David Boswell (P) Hughes Associates, Inc 
J. Robert Boyer (P) UTC/Edwards Co 
John C. Fannin, III (P) SafePlace Corporation 
Louis T. Fiore (P) Central Station Alarm Association 
Bruce Fraser (P)  Fraser Fire Protection Services  
Vic Humm (P)   Vic Humm & Associates 
Peter A. Larrimer (P) U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
Fred Leber (P)  Leber/Rubes, Inc 
James M. Mundy, Jr. (P) Automatic Fire Alarm Association, Inc 
Lynn Nielson (P)  City of Henderson  
Thomas Parrish (P)    Telgian Corporation 
Rodger Reiswig (P)    Tyco International 
Larry Shudak (P) Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 
Tom Smith (P)     National Electrical Contractors Association 
Jeffrey Brooks (A)    Tyco Fire Suppression & Building Products 
Richard Bukowski (A)   The RJA Group, Inc 
Louis Chavez (A)    Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 
Jack McNamara (A)    National Electrical Manufacturers Association 
Earl Valois (A)     International Association of Fire Chiefs  
Jeffrey Van Keuren (A)   UTC 
Frank Van Overmeiren (A)   FP& C Consultants, Inc 
Merton Bunker (NV TC Chair)  TC on Protected Premises Fire Alarm Systems 
Shane Clary (NV TC Chair)  TC on Fundamentals of Signaling Systems 
L.J. Dallaire (NV TC Chair) TC on Single- and Multiple-Station Alarms & 

Household Fire Alarm Systems 
Raymond Grill (NV TC Chair)  TC on Notification Appliances for Signaling Systems 
Jeffrey Knight (NV TC Chair)  TC on Public Emergency Reporting Systems 
J. Jeffrey Moore (NV TC Chair)  TC on Testing and Maintenance of Signaling Systems 
Wayne D. Moore (NV TC Chair)  TC on Emergency Communications Systems 
Daniel O’Connor (NV TC Chair)  TC on Initiating Devices for Signaling Systems 
Warren E. Olsen (NV TC Chair)  TC on Supervising Station Alarm Systems 
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The following guests were present: 
 
Manuelita David      Aon Fire Protection Engineering 
David Lowrey     City of Boulder Fire Rescue 
 
The following NFPA Staff were present: 
 
Jenny Depew (Project Administrator) 
Richard Roux (Electrical Department) 
Lee F. Richardson (Secretary) 
 
Item 13-2-3 Approval of Meeting Agenda 
 
It was moved, seconded and voted unanimously affirmative that the meeting agenda be 
approved. 
 
Item 13-2-4 Approval of Meeting Minutes 
  
It was moved, seconded and voted unanimously affirmative that the minutes of the 
December 17, 2012 meeting of the Correlating Committee on Signaling Systems for the 
Protection of Life and Property be approved. 
 
 
Item 13-2-5 Staff Remarks & Overview of New Process  
 
Opening remarks, a review of the processing schedule, an overview of the new process, and a 
refresher on legal concerns were presented via PowerPoint. 
 
NFPA staff will look into making arrangements for on-line training for submission of public 
inputs.  The training will be available to all committee members. 
 
During the staff remarks, the following concerns were raised.  Those committee members 
having directed organizational votes were concerned that material available to committee 
members during the ballot period would not be available to other organizational personnel who 
would be making decisions about voting.  This concern will be investigated by staff.   
 
Another concern raised was the inability of committee members to offer voting comments on 
resolved public input (since they are not balloted).  It was pointed out that the correlating 
committee can comment on public input resolutions where correlation issues are a concern.  It 
was also pointed out that public comments can be submitted by anyone during the comment 
phase of the process.   
 
Item 13-2-6 Processing Schedule – Second Draft Schedule 
 
The meeting dates for the first draft meetings were selected previously and documented in the 
September 4, 2012 Correlating Committee meeting minutes.  The committee reviewed the 
second draft (SD) meeting schedule and selected the following meeting dates: 
 
TC SD meeting (IDS, NAS, SSS, PRS and HOU) 6-23-14 through 6-27-14 
TC SD meeting (PRO, FUN, ECS and TMS)  7-14-14 through 7-18-14 
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CC SD meeting        11-4-14 through 11-6-14 
 
The committee tentatively selected the following meeting locations (subject to availability): 
 
CC First Draft Meeting  Tampa  
TC SD meetings    Indianapolis or Omaha 
CC SD meeting    San Diego  
 
A complete meeting schedule is enclosed with these minutes. 
 
Item 13-2-7 Discussion on Strategy to Improve Correlation 
 
There was a brief discussion about the rather extensive effort of correlation that has been 
required in past cycles by the correlating committee at the end of each phase of the code 
development process.  This is characterized mainly by the large number or correlation notes 
that have been introduce for each phase, in many cases approaching or exceeding 100 notes.  
Senior NFPA staff has observed that this characteristic seems to be unique to NFPA 72.   
 
One change that has been made to improve correlation between committees is the breakout of 
public input and comment stage committee meetings into two separate meeting times.  This 
should provide a better opportunity for committees to share information about changes that 
may affect another committee.  It was also recognized that some technical committees may 
have developed an expectation that correlation is not their problem – leaving the matter to the 
correlating committee.   
 
One observation concluded that having one committee send material to another committee on 
the last day of the committee meetings was too late for effective correlation.  This should be 
alleviated somewhat by having the separate meeting times.  However this will likely require 
having someone at the meetings keeping track of “correlation items.”  The person(s) selected 
should have a demonstrated knowledge of the other chapters of the code. It was pointed out 
that the requirements of Chapter 24 appear to be foreign to some (non-ECS) committee 
members and this may require some cultivation to overcome.  In addition to keeping track at 
the meetings the assigned person(s) should pre-review public inputs and existing code 
provisions before the meetings to identify any new or existing correlation conflicts.  As one 
example, the requirements in 10.7 and 10.10 use terms such as “ECS Priority” or “priority 
alarms.”  These terms are not used in Chapter 24 and create confusion for code users. 
 
Committee chairs are encouraged to remind committee members that it is the committee’s 
responsibility to make sure correlation are achieved not only in their respective chapter but 
also throughout the code. 
 
Item 13-2-8 Definitions – Compliance with the MOS 
 
It was pointed out that committees may need to pay closer attention to the NFPA Manual of 
Style (MOS) in their development and handling of definitions.  See Section 2.3.2 in the MOS.  
Definitions should not contain requirements or explanatory material.  They should be in the 
format of a bold term followed by the definition phrase to form a single paragraph unit.  (This is 
interpreted by some to mean a single sentence.)  Definitions from the NFPA Glossary of Terms 
should be used rather than coining a new definition, where possible.   
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One of the responsibilities of the Glossary of Terms Technical Advisory Committee is to submit 
public input or comments to NFPA documents to generate consistent definitions and comply 
with the MOS.  Committee are encouraged to be proactive in their treatment of definitions to 
assure better overall compliance and minimize the extent to which comments are received 
from the advisory committee. 
 
Jack McNamara and Frank Van Overmeiren have taken on the responsibility of reviewing 
existing NFPA 72 definitions for compliance with the MOS and creating a list of definitions for 
each committee that need work.  Committee chairs should assign a task group of committee 
members to take action on these definitions and prepare public input prior to the May 20th 
deadline. 
 
 
Item 13-2-9 Assignment of TC Responsibility 
 
NFPA 72 now has five chapters where the material contained within the chapter is the 
responsibility of more than one committee: Chapters 3, 7, 10, 12 and 14.  Because it is difficult 
for NFPA staff to make sure the proper committee is flagged for the processing of public input 
and public comments, it would be beneficial to try to minimize the assignment of more than 
one committee to a chapter.  On the other hand issues of technical expertise and usability of 
the code must also be considered.  The committee had discussion of committee assignment 
for each of these chapters and reached the following conclusion: 
 
Chapter 3 should remain as is with each definition being assigned to the committee that has 
purview over the corresponding requirements that relate to the definition.   
 
Chapter 7 should remain as is.  The committee agreed that more experience with the use of 
this chapter needs to be gained before any further reassignments are made.   
 
Chapter 10 should remain as is with regard to personnel qualification (10.5.3 and 10.5.4).  
However, Section 10.11, currently assigned to SIG-ECS, should be merged with similar 
requirements in 23.8.1.1 and the merged section should be under the purview of SIG-FUN in 
Chapter 10.  Art Black volunteered to develop a PI(s) for this change. 
 
Chapter 12 should be assigned entirely to a single committee and for now the assigned 
committee will be SIG-PRO.  (There is potential that a new committee may be formed to 
handle system circuits and pathways.) 
 
Chapter 14 should be assigned entirely to SIG-TMS with all inspection, testing and 
maintenance requirements for single- and multiple-station alarms and household fire alarm 
systems relocated to Chapter 29, under the purview of SIG-HOU.  Chapter 14 can include 
appropriate pointers to Chapter 29, potentially within the tables. 
 
Item 13-2-10 Documentation Chapter – Results, Value, Future Structure and TC 

Responsibility  
 
Refer to the discussion for Chapter 7 in agenda item 13-2-9. 
 
Item 13-2-11 Task Group Reports 
 
 11a NFPA 720 versus NFPA 72 
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(No Report) 
  
 11b Networks 
   
Wayne Moore reported that the task group had had several meetings and was making good 
progress.  The current thinking is that a new Class “N” circuit will be defined for the use of 
these networks.  Wayne will present the project status at SUPDET and an update will be 
provided at the Pre-FD meetings for the SIG-PRO committee on March 18th and 19th.  Once 
the work is finalized, public input will be submitted for consideration by the committee. 
 
 11c Glossary of Terms 
 
(Refer to agenda item 13-2-8.) 
 
 11d Emergency Plan Terms 
 
Wayne Moore and Merton Bunker will work on these terms at the pre-FD meetings. 
 
 11e  Forms Correlation 
 
Art Black reported that no work had been done on this subject.  It was requested that a 
member of the testing committee be assign to help work on this.  As a minimum, the 
terminology used in the forms should be consistent from form to form and be consistent the 
terminology used within the code requirements.  Public input should be submitted to resolve 
any inconsistencies. 
 
 11f NFPA 72 versus NFPA 1221 
 
Doug Aiken reported that a task group had been formed.  Work will begin at the pre-FD 
meetings for NFPA 72 in March and for NFPA 1221 in April. 
 
 
 11g Fire Risk Analysis Terms 
 
(No Report) 
 
 11h Designer Terms 
 
Jack McNamara reported that he had been working with AFAA on a appropriate term and 
definition for the “engineer of record” and it appears that the prevailing consensus is to adopt 
the term used in the building codes: “design professional in responsible charge.”  Work on this 
will continue and public input will be submitted. 
 
 11i Smoke Alarms in Commercial Occupancies 
 
Wayne Moore reported that the opportunity to propose changes to building and occupancy 
codes had passed for this cycle.  The task group will work on potential revisions for NFPA 72 
and submit public input. 
  
 11j Strobe Operation 
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Andrew Berezowski reported that the task group had met and will prepare and submit public 
input.  This work intends to clarify requirements for the operation of strobes under various 
alarm or alert conditions/messages.  
 
Item 13-2-12 Other Business 
 
(none) 
 
Item 13-2-13 Adjournment 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:20 PM ET. 
  
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
Lee F. Richardson  
Staff Liaison and Secretary 



NFPA 72 (A2015) Meeting Dates 
 

 
CC Pre‐FD meeting (teleconference)  2‐21‐13  
 
TC Pre‐FD meeting (San Antonio)  3‐18‐13 & 3‐19‐13 {SIG‐FUN, SIG‐PRO, SIG‐ECS, SIG‐PRS 

and SIG‐HOU} 
 
Public Input Closing Date  5‐20‐13 
 
TC FD meeting 1 (Saint Louis)   6‐24‐13 through 6‐28‐13 {SIG‐IDS, SIG‐NAS, SIG‐SSS, SIG‐

HOU and SIG‐PRS} 
 
TC FD meeting 2 (Saint Louis)   9‐9‐13 through 9‐13‐13 {SIG‐PRO, SIG‐FUN, SIG‐ECS and 

SIG‐TMS} 
 
CC FD Meeting (Tampa*)    1‐7‐14 though 1‐9‐14 
 
Posting of First Draft Report   3‐7‐14 
 
Comment Closing Date  5‐16‐14 
 
TC SD meeting 1 (Indy* or Omaha*)  6‐23‐14 through 6‐27‐14 {SIG‐IDS, SIG‐NAS, SIG‐SSS, SIG‐

HOU and SIG‐PRS} 
 
TC SD meeting 2 (Indy* or Omaha*)  7‐14‐14 through 7‐18‐14 {SIG‐PRO, SIG‐FUN, SIG‐ECS and 

SIG‐TMS}  
 

CC SD Meeting (San Diego*)  11‐4‐14 through 11‐6‐14 
 
Posting of Second Draft Report   1‐16‐15 
 
NITMAM Closing Date  3‐6‐15 
 
Posting of CAMs  5‐1‐15 
 
Annual Meeting (Chicago)  6‐22‐15 through 6‐25‐15 
 
*Tentative location ‐ pending venue availability 


