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Meeting Minutes of the  
Technical Correlating Committee on the  

Signaling Systems for the Protection of Life and Property 
July 12, 2011 

 Teleconference 
 
 

Item 11-7-1 Call to Order 
 
Chair R. Schifiliti (RP Schifiliti Associates, Inc.) called the teleconference to order at 11:00 AM 
on Tuesday, July 12, 2011.  
 
Item 11-7-2 Roll Call 
 
In addition to the chair, the following TCC members were present:  
 
Andrew G. Berezowski (P) National Electrical Manufacturers Association 
Art Black (P)  Carmel Fire Protection Associates 
Richard W. Bukowski (A) RJA Group, Inc. 
Merton Bunker (NV TC Chair) US Department of State 
J. Robert Boyer (P) UTC/Edwards Co. 
Shane M. Clary (NV TC Chair)  Bay Alarm Company 
Louis Chavez (A)  Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 
LJ Dallaire (NV TC Chair) US Architect of the Capitol 
Lou Fiore (P)  Central Station Alarm Association 
Bruce Fraser (P)  Fraser Fire Protection Services 
Ray Grill (NV TC Chair) Arup Fire 
Tom Hammerberg (A) Automatic Fire Alarm Assoc 
Vic Humm (P)   Vic Humm & Associates 
Peter Larrimer (P)  US Dept of Veterans Affairs 
James Mundy, Jr. (P) Asset Protection Associates, Ltd. 
Jack McNamara (A) National Electrical Manufacturers Association 
Lynn Nielson (P)  City of Henderson  
Thomas F. Norton (P) U. S. Naval Historical Center 
Dan O’Connor (NV TC Chair)  Aon Fire Protection Engineering 
Warren Olsen (NV TC Chair)  Fire Safety Consultants, Inc 
Larry Shudak (P)  Underwriters Laboratories Inc 
Larry Wenzel (P)  Hughes Associates, Inc 
 
The following NFPA Staff were present: 
 
Lee F. Richardson  
Dick Roux  
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Item 11-7-3 Approval of the May 17, 2011 Teleconference Minutes 
 
It was moved, seconded and voted unanimously affirmative to approve the May 17, 2011 
teleconference minutes.  
 
 
Item 11-7-4                Draft Revisions to Condition, Signal and Response Definitions 
 
The TCC Task Group on Condition, Signal and Response Definitions provided draft revisions for 
review prior to the teleconference (enclosed).   The TCC went through each proposed definition 
and made the following changes: 
 

1. Add an umbrella title “3.3.52* Condition.” and add annex text referencing a new figure 
describing “condition, signal and response. 

2. Add annex text for “3.3.52.11.1* Alarm Condition.” to explain what is intended by the 
term “immediate.”  

3. Revise the definition for “3.3.52.1.3* Supervisory Condition.” to read as follows: “An 
abnormal condition in connection with the supervision of other systems, processes, or 
equipment.”  

4. Add annex text for “3.3.228* Response.” to refer to the annex text added for 3.3.52.  
Also add annex text indicating that the response can be either manual or automatic. 

5. Add annex text for “3.3.240* Signal.” to refer to the annex text added for 3.3.52. 
 
It was moved, seconded and voted unanimously affirmative to approve the revised 
language in item 3 above. 
 
It was moved, seconded and voted affirmatively to approve the draft revisions as amended 
by items 1-5 above as being suitable for submission as a public comment.   
 
It is intended that these definitions, although still subject to committee review and approval at the 
ROC, form a basis for committees to make other correlated changes in the requirements of the 
code.  In accordance with the TCC Action on Proposal 72-29, the SIG-FUN committee will be 
responsible for all of these definitions. 

 
Item 11-7-5 Upcoming Meeting Dates: 
 
October 10-14, 2011  72 TC ROC Meetings (Richmond) 
December 13-15, 2011 TCC ROC Meeting (Tampa)  
 
Item 11-7-6 Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 on July 12, 2011. 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Lee F. Richardson  
Staff Liaison and Secretary 



NFPA 72 TCC Task Group on Condition, Response and Signal 7-7-11 Draft Definitions 
 
3.3.52.1 Abnormal (Off-normal) Condition. 
A situation, environmental state, or equipment state that warrants some type of signal, notification, 
communication, response, action or service. 
 
3.3.52.1.1 Alarm Condition. 
An abnormal condition that poses an immediate threat to life, property, or mission. 
 
3.3.52.1.2* Pre-Alarm Condition 
An abnormal condition that poses a potential threat to life, property, or mission, and time is available 
for investigation. 
 
A3.3.52.1.2 Pre-Alarm Condition 
Some examples of pre-alarm conditions include the following:  the presence of a very small amount of 
visible smoke (at levels below listed initiating device alarm thresholds), the presence of a smoke-like 
odor, a somewhat elevated temperature, a gradually increasing temperature.  Any abnormal condition 
that typically precedes an alarm condition may be termed a pre-alarm condition.   
 
The amount of time available for investigating the cause of a pre-alarm condition is not a known 
quantity.  If conditions deteriorate to the point of alarm, time is no longer available for investigation.  
Pre-alarm conditions may or may not progress to alarm conditions.   
 
The detection of pre-alarm conditions may be desirable in some occupancies, particularly if 
environmental conditions are ordinarily well controlled (e.g. integrated circuit fabrication facility) and 
personnel are trained to respond appropriately.  In other occupancies, the detection of pre-alarm 
conditions may not be desirable or necessary.     
 
The term Pre-Alarm Condition is different from the terms Positive Alarm Sequence, Alarm 
Verification, and Pre-Signal 
 
3.3.52.1.3* Supervisory Condition. 
An abnormal condition in connection with the supervision of guard tours, fire suppression 
systems or equipment, or the maintenance features of related systems. 
 
A3.3.52.1.3 Supervisory Condition. 
Some examples of supervisory conditions may include the following:   

1. An event causing the activation of a supervisory initiating device used to monitor an 
environmental parameter, system element, component, or function, whose failure poses a high 
risk to life, property or mission (e.g. sprinkler valve closed, water tank low water level, low 
building temperature, ECS impairment, etc.)  

2. The failure of a guard to remain within established constraints while on tour (usually indicated 
by the absence of a guard’s tour supervisory signal within prescribed timing requirements, or 
the presence of a guard’s tour supervisory signal outside of prescribed sequencing 
requirements, or the presence of a delinquency signal). 

3. Public safety radio communications enhancement system antenna malfunction, signal booster 
failure, or battery depletion. 

4. In some cases, the presence of smoke in an HVAC duct or in other places as defined by the 
authority having jurisdiction.   



3.3.52.1.4 Trouble Condition. 
An abnormal condition in a system due to a fault.   
 
3.3.52.2 Normal Condition.  
Circuits, systems, and components are functioning as designed and no abnormal condition exists. 
 
3.3.228* Response.  
Actions performed upon the receipt of a signal.  
A3.3.228 Response.  
One response to a signal might be to actuate notification appliances or transmitters, which in turn 
generate additional signals.   
 
3.3.228.1* Alarm Response. 
The response to the receipt of an alarm signal.  
A3.3.228.1* Alarm Response. 
Examples include:  the actuation of alarm notification appliances, elevator recall, smoke control 
measures, emergency responder dispatch, deployment of resources in accordance with a risk 
analysis and emergency action plan, etc. 
 
3.3.228.2* Pre-Alarm Response.  
The response to the receipt of a pre-alarm signal. 
A3.3.228.2* Pre-Alarm Response.  
Examples include:  the actuation of appropriate notification appliances, dispatch of personnel, 
investigation of circumstances and problem resolution in accordance with a risk analysis and action 
plan, preparation for a potential alarm response, etc.   
 
3.3.228.3* Supervisory Response.  
The response to the receipt of a supervisory signal. 
A3.3.228.3 Supervisory Response.  
Examples include:  the actuation of supervisory notification appliances, the shutdown of machines, 
fan shutdown or activation, dispatch of personnel, investigation of circumstances and problem 
resolution in accordance with a risk analysis and action plan, etc 
 
3.3.228.4* Trouble Response. 
The response to the receipt of a trouble signal 
A3.3.228.4 Trouble Response. 
Examples include:  the activation of trouble notification appliances, dispatch of service personnel, 
deployment of resources in accordance with an action plan, etc. 
 
3.3.240 Signal. 
A message indicating a condition, communicated by electrical, visible, audible, wireless, or other 
means. (SIG-FUN) 
 
3.3.240.1* Alarm Signal.  
A signal that results from the manual or automatic detection of an alarm condition. (SIG-FUN) 
A3.3.240.1 Alarm Signal.  
Examples of alarm signals include the following:  outputs of activated alarm initiating devices, the light 
and sound from actuated alarm notification appliances, alarm data transmission to a supervising 
station, etc.  
 
3.3.240.2 Carbon Monoxide Alarm Signal 



A signal indicating a concentration of carbon monoxide at or above the alarm threshold that could 
pose a risk to the life-safety of the occupants and that requires immediate action. (extracted from 
NFPA 720 2012) 
 
3.3.240.3 Delinquency Signal. 
A signal indicating a supervisory condition and the need for action in connection with the supervision 
of guards or system attendants. (SIG-PRO) 
 
3.3.240.4 Evacuation Signal.  
A distinctive alarm signal intended to be recognized by the occupants as requiring evacuation of the 
building. (SIG-PROFUN) 
 
3.3.240.5* Fire Alarm Signal 
A signal that results from the manual or automatic detection of a fire alarm condition. (SIG-FUN) 
A3.3.240.5 Fire Alarm Signal 
Examples include outputs from activated fire alarm-initiating devices (manual fire alarm box, 
automatic fire detector, waterflow switch, etc.), the light and sound from actuated fire alarm 
notification appliances, fire alarm data transmission to a supervising station, etc.  
 
3.3.240.6* Guard’s Tour Supervisory Signal.  
A signal generated when a guard on patrol has activated a guard’s tour reporting station. (SIG-PRO) 
A3.3.240.6 Guard’s Tour Supervisory Signal.  
The term “guards tour supervisory signal”, associated with systems supporting guard’s tour 
supervisory service, is a message indicating that a guard has activated a guard’s tour reporting 
station (not in itself an indication of a supervisory condition).  “Guards tour supervisory signals” are 
not a subset of the general category of “supervisory signals” as used in this code.   
 
3.3.240.7* Pre-Alarm Signal.  
A signal that results from the detection of a pre-alarm condition. 
A3.3.240.7 Pre-Alarm Signal.  
Examples include:  outputs of analog initiating devices prior to reaching alarm levels, the light and 
sound from actuated pre-alarm notification appliances, aspiration system outputs indicating smoke at 
levels below the listed alarm threshold, etc. 
 
3.3.240.8 Restoration Signal.  
A signal that results from the return to normal condition of an initiating device, system element, or 
system.   
 
3.3.240.9* Supervisory Signal.  
A signal that results from the detection of a supervisory condition. (SIG-FUN)  
A.3.3.240.9 Supervisory Signal.  
Examples include:  activated supervisory signal-initiating device outputs, supervisory data 
transmissions to supervising stations, the light and sound from actuated supervisory notification 
appliances, a delinquency signal indicating a guard’s tour supervisory condition, etc.  
 
The term “guards tour supervisory signal” associated with systems supporting guard’s tour 
supervisory service, is a message indicating that a guard has activated a guard’s tour reporting 
station (not in itself an indication of a supervisory condition).  “Guards tour supervisory signals” are 
not a subset of the general category of “supervisory signals” as used in this code.   
 
3.3.240.10* Trouble Signal.  
A signal that results from the detection of a trouble condition. (SIG-FUN) 



A3.3.240.10 Trouble Signal.  
Examples include:  off-normal outputs from integrity monitoring circuits, the light and sound from 
actuated trouble notification appliances, trouble data transmission to a supervising station, etc.  


