
 

Tentative Interim Amendment 

NFPA 72® 
National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code 

 
2013 Edition 

 
Reference: Table 14.3.1 heading, Table 14.4.3.2 Item 4 and Item 27 
TIA 13-3  
(SC 12-8-37/TIA Log #1051) 
 
Note: Text of the TIA issued and incorporated into the text of Table 14.3.1 heading, Table 14.4.3.2 Item 4 and Item 27, therefore no 
separate publication is necessary. 
  
1.  Revise the second column heading for Table 14.3.1 to replace “Initial/Reacceptance” with “Initial Acceptance.”  Revise the first 
column heading for Table 14.4.3.2 to replace “Device” with “Component.” 
 
2.  Revise the test method for Item 4(b) of Table 14.4.3.2 as follows: 
 

Except for DACTs installed prior to adoption of the 2013 edition of NFPA 72 that are connected to a telephone line (number) that is 
also supervised for adverse conditions by a derived local channel, ensure connection of the DACT to two separate means of 
transmission. 

Test DACT for line seizure capability by initiating a signal while using the telephone line (primary line for DACTs using two 
telephone lines) for a telephone call. Ensure that the call is interrupted and that the communicator connects to the digital alarm 
receiver. Verify receipt of the correct signal at the supervising station. Verify each transmission attempt is completed within 90 
seconds from going off-hook to on-hook. 

Disconnect the telephone line (primary line for DACTs using two telephone lines) from the DACT. Verify indication of the DACT 
trouble signal occurs at the premises fire alarm control unit within 4 minutes of detection of the fault. Verify receipt of the telephone 
line trouble signal at the supervising station. Restore the telephone line (primary line for DACTs using two telephone lines), reset the 
fire alarm control unit and verify that the telephone line fault trouble signal returns to normal. Verify that the supervising station 
receives the restoral signal from the DACT. 

Disconnect the secondary means of transmission from the DACT. Verify indication of the DACT trouble signal occurs at the 
premises fire alarm control unit within 4 minutes of detection of the fault. Verify receipt of the secondary means trouble signal at the 
supervising station. Restore the secondary means of transmission, reset the fire alarm control unit and verify that the trouble signal 
returns to normal. Verify that the supervising station receives the restoral signal from the secondary transmitter. 

Cause the DACT to transmit a signal to the DACR while a fault in the telephone line (number) (primary line for DACTs using two 
telephone lines) is simulated. Verify utilization of the secondary communication path by the DACT to complete the transmission to 
the DACR. 
 
3.  Revise the test method for Item 27(b) of Table 14.4.3.2 as follows:  
 

Disconnect each transmission means in turn from the DACR, and verify audible and visual annunciation of a trouble signal in the 
supervising station. 

Cause a signal to be transmitted on each individual incoming DACR line (path) at least once every 6 (24 hours for DACTs installed 
prior to adoption of the 2013 edition of NFPA 72). Verify receipt of these signals. 
 
4.  Revise the device descriptions for Item 4(f) and Item 27(g) of Table 14.4.3.2 as follows: 

 
4(f) Performance-based technologies 
27(g) Performance-based technologies 

 
5.  Revise the test method for Item 4(f) of Table 14.4.3.2 and add a related table footnote (*) as follows: 

 



Perform tests to ensure the monitoring of integrity of the transmission technology and technology path. 
Where a single communications path is used, disconnect the communication path. Manually initiate an alarm signal transmission or 

allow the check-in (handshake) signal to be transmitted automatically*.  Verify the premises unit annunciates the failure within 200 
seconds of the transmission failure.  Restore the communication path. 

Where multiple communications paths are used, disconnect both communication paths. Manually initiate an alarm signal 
transmission .Verify the premises control unit annunciates the failure within 200 seconds of the transmission failure. Restore both 
communication paths. 

*The automatic transmission of the check-in (handshake) signal can take up to 60 minutes to occur. 
 
6.  Revise the test method for Item 27(g) of Table 14.4.3.2 as follows: 
 

Perform tests to ensure the monitoring of integrity of the transmission technology and technology path. 
Where a single communication path is used, disconnect the communication path. Verify that failure of the path is annunciated at the 

supervising station within 60 minutes of the failure (within 5 minutes for communication equipment installed prior to adoption of the 
2013 edition of NFPA 72). Restore the communication path. 

Where multiple communications paths are used, disconnect both communication paths and confirm that failure of the path is 
annunciated at the supervising station within not more than 6 hours of the failure (within 24 hours for communication equipment 
installed prior to adoption of the 2013 edition of NFPA 72).  Restore both communication paths. 
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