
 
AGENDA  

TECHNICAL CORRELATING COMMITTEE ON  
SIGNALING SYSTEMS FOR THE PROTECTION OF LIFE AND PROPERTY 

October 21, 2013 
TELECONFERENCE  

(NFPA 720 SD CC MEETING) 
 

Item No. Subject 
 
13-10-1 Call to Order (10:00 A.M ET) 
 
13-10-2 Roll Call 
 
13-10-3  Approval of Agenda  
 
13-10-4  Approval Meeting Minutes – February 21, 2013 [Enclosure] 
 
13-10-5 Staff Remarks and Overview of New Process 
 
13-10-6  Review of NFPA 720 Public Comments and Second Draft [Enclosures] 
   Task Group 1 – TC Action on Public Comments  

Task Group 2 – Second Revisions  
Task Group 3 – Second Draft Chapters 1-5 (and related Annex A) 
Task Group 4 – Second Draft Chapters 6-9 (and related Annex A) 
Task Group 5 Second Draft Chapter 9 (and related Annex A) and 
Annex C and D 

 
13-10-7 Other Business 
  
13-10-8 Adjournment        
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Meeting Minutes of the  

Correlating Committee on the  
Signaling Systems for the Protection of Life and Property 

February 21, 2013 
Teleconference 

(NFPA 72 Pre-First Draft Meeting) 
 

Item 13-2-1 Call to Order 
 
Chair Robert P. Schifiliti (R.P. Schifiliti Associates, Inc.) called the meeting to order at 10:00 
AM ET.  
  
Item 13-2-2 Roll Call 
 
In addition to the chair, the following CC members were present: 
 
Doug Aiken (P)  International Municipal Signal Association 
Andrew Berezowski (P) National Electrical Manufacturer’s Association 
Art Black (P)  Carmel Fire Protection Associates 
David Boswell (P) Hughes Associates, Inc 
J. Robert Boyer (P) UTC/Edwards Co 
John C. Fannin, III (P) SafePlace Corporation 
Louis T. Fiore (P) Central Station Alarm Association 
Bruce Fraser (P)  Fraser Fire Protection Services  
Vic Humm (P)   Vic Humm & Associates 
Peter A. Larrimer (P) U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
Fred Leber (P)  Leber/Rubes, Inc 
James M. Mundy, Jr. (P) Automatic Fire Alarm Association, Inc 
Lynn Nielson (P)  City of Henderson  
Thomas Parrish (P)    Telgian Corporation 
Rodger Reiswig (P)    Tyco International 
Larry Shudak (P) Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 
Tom Smith (P)     National Electrical Contractors Association 
Jeffrey Brooks (A)    Tyco Fire Suppression & Building Products 
Richard Bukowski (A)   The RJA Group, Inc 
Louis Chavez (A)    Underwriters Laboratories Inc. 
Jack McNamara (A)    National Electrical Manufacturers Association 
Earl Valois (A)     International Association of Fire Chiefs  
Jeffrey Van Keuren (A)   UTC 
Frank Van Overmeiren (A)   FP& C Consultants, Inc 
Merton Bunker (NV TC Chair)  TC on Protected Premises Fire Alarm Systems 
Shane Clary (NV TC Chair)  TC on Fundamentals of Signaling Systems 
L.J. Dallaire (NV TC Chair) TC on Single- and Multiple-Station Alarms & 

Household Fire Alarm Systems 
Raymond Grill (NV TC Chair)  TC on Notification Appliances for Signaling Systems 
Jeffrey Knight (NV TC Chair)  TC on Public Emergency Reporting Systems 
J. Jeffrey Moore (NV TC Chair)  TC on Testing and Maintenance of Signaling Systems 
Wayne D. Moore (NV TC Chair)  TC on Emergency Communications Systems 
Daniel O’Connor (NV TC Chair)  TC on Initiating Devices for Signaling Systems 
Warren E. Olsen (NV TC Chair)  TC on Supervising Station Alarm Systems 
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The following guests were present: 
 
Manuelita David      Aon Fire Protection Engineering 
David Lowrey     City of Boulder Fire Rescue 
 
The following NFPA Staff were present: 
 
Jenny Depew (Project Administrator) 
Richard Roux (Electrical Department) 
Lee F. Richardson (Secretary) 
 
Item 13-2-3 Approval of Meeting Agenda 
 
It was moved, seconded and voted unanimously affirmative that the meeting agenda be 
approved. 
 
Item 13-2-4 Approval of Meeting Minutes 
  
It was moved, seconded and voted unanimously affirmative that the minutes of the 
December 17, 2012 meeting of the Correlating Committee on Signaling Systems for the 
Protection of Life and Property be approved. 
 
 
Item 13-2-5 Staff Remarks & Overview of New Process  
 
Opening remarks, a review of the processing schedule, an overview of the new process, and a 
refresher on legal concerns were presented via PowerPoint. 
 
NFPA staff will look into making arrangements for on-line training for submission of public 
inputs.  The training will be available to all committee members. 
 
During the staff remarks, the following concerns were raised.  Those committee members 
having directed organizational votes were concerned that material available to committee 
members during the ballot period would not be available to other organizational personnel who 
would be making decisions about voting.  This concern will be investigated by staff.   
 
Another concern raised was the inability of committee members to offer voting comments on 
resolved public input (since they are not balloted).  It was pointed out that the correlating 
committee can comment on public input resolutions where correlation issues are a concern.  It 
was also pointed out that public comments can be submitted by anyone during the comment 
phase of the process.   
 
Item 13-2-6 Processing Schedule – Second Draft Schedule 
 
The meeting dates for the first draft meetings were selected previously and documented in the 
September 4, 2012 Correlating Committee meeting minutes.  The committee reviewed the 
second draft (SD) meeting schedule and selected the following meeting dates: 
 
TC SD meeting (IDS, NAS, SSS, PRS and HOU) 6-23-14 through 6-27-14 
TC SD meeting (PRO, FUN, ECS and TMS)  7-14-14 through 7-18-14 
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CC SD meeting        11-4-14 through 11-6-14 
 
The committee tentatively selected the following meeting locations (subject to availability): 
 
CC First Draft Meeting  Tampa  
TC SD meetings    Indianapolis or Omaha 
CC SD meeting    San Diego  
 
A complete meeting schedule is enclosed with these minutes. 
 
Item 13-2-7 Discussion on Strategy to Improve Correlation 
 
There was a brief discussion about the rather extensive effort of correlation that has been 
required in past cycles by the correlating committee at the end of each phase of the code 
development process.  This is characterized mainly by the large number or correlation notes 
that have been introduce for each phase, in many cases approaching or exceeding 100 notes.  
Senior NFPA staff has observed that this characteristic seems to be unique to NFPA 72.   
 
One change that has been made to improve correlation between committees is the breakout of 
public input and comment stage committee meetings into two separate meeting times.  This 
should provide a better opportunity for committees to share information about changes that 
may affect another committee.  It was also recognized that some technical committees may 
have developed an expectation that correlation is not their problem – leaving the matter to the 
correlating committee.   
 
One observation concluded that having one committee send material to another committee on 
the last day of the committee meetings was too late for effective correlation.  This should be 
alleviated somewhat by having the separate meeting times.  However this will likely require 
having someone at the meetings keeping track of “correlation items.”  The person(s) selected 
should have a demonstrated knowledge of the other chapters of the code. It was pointed out 
that the requirements of Chapter 24 appear to be foreign to some (non-ECS) committee 
members and this may require some cultivation to overcome.  In addition to keeping track at 
the meetings the assigned person(s) should pre-review public inputs and existing code 
provisions before the meetings to identify any new or existing correlation conflicts.  As one 
example, the requirements in 10.7 and 10.10 use terms such as “ECS Priority” or “priority 
alarms.”  These terms are not used in Chapter 24 and create confusion for code users. 
 
Committee chairs are encouraged to remind committee members that it is the committee’s 
responsibility to make sure correlation are achieved not only in their respective chapter but 
also throughout the code. 
 
Item 13-2-8 Definitions – Compliance with the MOS 
 
It was pointed out that committees may need to pay closer attention to the NFPA Manual of 
Style (MOS) in their development and handling of definitions.  See Section 2.3.2 in the MOS.  
Definitions should not contain requirements or explanatory material.  They should be in the 
format of a bold term followed by the definition phrase to form a single paragraph unit.  (This is 
interpreted by some to mean a single sentence.)  Definitions from the NFPA Glossary of Terms 
should be used rather than coining a new definition, where possible.   
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One of the responsibilities of the Glossary of Terms Technical Advisory Committee is to submit 
public input or comments to NFPA documents to generate consistent definitions and comply 
with the MOS.  Committee are encouraged to be proactive in their treatment of definitions to 
assure better overall compliance and minimize the extent to which comments are received 
from the advisory committee. 
 
Jack McNamara and Frank Van Overmeiren have taken on the responsibility of reviewing 
existing NFPA 72 definitions for compliance with the MOS and creating a list of definitions for 
each committee that need work.  Committee chairs should assign a task group of committee 
members to take action on these definitions and prepare public input prior to the May 20th 
deadline. 
 
 
Item 13-2-9 Assignment of TC Responsibility 
 
NFPA 72 now has five chapters where the material contained within the chapter is the 
responsibility of more than one committee: Chapters 3, 7, 10, 12 and 14.  Because it is difficult 
for NFPA staff to make sure the proper committee is flagged for the processing of public input 
and public comments, it would be beneficial to try to minimize the assignment of more than 
one committee to a chapter.  On the other hand issues of technical expertise and usability of 
the code must also be considered.  The committee had discussion of committee assignment 
for each of these chapters and reached the following conclusion: 
 
Chapter 3 should remain as is with each definition being assigned to the committee that has 
purview over the corresponding requirements that relate to the definition.   
 
Chapter 7 should remain as is.  The committee agreed that more experience with the use of 
this chapter needs to be gained before any further reassignments are made.   
 
Chapter 10 should remain as is with regard to personnel qualification (10.5.3 and 10.5.4).  
However, Section 10.11, currently assigned to SIG-ECS, should be merged with similar 
requirements in 23.8.1.1 and the merged section should be under the purview of SIG-FUN in 
Chapter 10.  Art Black volunteered to develop a PI(s) for this change. 
 
Chapter 12 should be assigned entirely to a single committee and for now the assigned 
committee will be SIG-PRO.  (There is potential that a new committee may be formed to 
handle system circuits and pathways.) 
 
Chapter 14 should be assigned entirely to SIG-TMS with all inspection, testing and 
maintenance requirements for single- and multiple-station alarms and household fire alarm 
systems relocated to Chapter 29, under the purview of SIG-HOU.  Chapter 14 can include 
appropriate pointers to Chapter 29, potentially within the tables. 
 
Item 13-2-10 Documentation Chapter – Results, Value, Future Structure and TC 

Responsibility  
 
Refer to the discussion for Chapter 7 in agenda item 13-2-9. 
 
Item 13-2-11 Task Group Reports 
 
 11a NFPA 720 versus NFPA 72 
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(No Report) 
  
 11b Networks 
   
Wayne Moore reported that the task group had had several meetings and was making good 
progress.  The current thinking is that a new Class “N” circuit will be defined for the use of 
these networks.  Wayne will present the project status at SUPDET and an update will be 
provided at the Pre-FD meetings for the SIG-PRO committee on March 18th and 19th.  Once 
the work is finalized, public input will be submitted for consideration by the committee. 
 
 11c Glossary of Terms 
 
(Refer to agenda item 13-2-8.) 
 
 11d Emergency Plan Terms 
 
Wayne Moore and Merton Bunker will work on these terms at the pre-FD meetings. 
 
 11e  Forms Correlation 
 
Art Black reported that no work had been done on this subject.  It was requested that a 
member of the testing committee be assign to help work on this.  As a minimum, the 
terminology used in the forms should be consistent from form to form and be consistent the 
terminology used within the code requirements.  Public input should be submitted to resolve 
any inconsistencies. 
 
 11f NFPA 72 versus NFPA 1221 
 
Doug Aiken reported that a task group had been formed.  Work will begin at the pre-FD 
meetings for NFPA 72 in March and for NFPA 1221 in April. 
 
 
 11g Fire Risk Analysis Terms 
 
(No Report) 
 
 11h Designer Terms 
 
Jack McNamara reported that he had been working with AFAA on a appropriate term and 
definition for the “engineer of record” and it appears that the prevailing consensus is to adopt 
the term used in the building codes: “design professional in responsible charge.”  Work on this 
will continue and public input will be submitted. 
 
 11i Smoke Alarms in Commercial Occupancies 
 
Wayne Moore reported that the opportunity to propose changes to building and occupancy 
codes had passed for this cycle.  The task group will work on potential revisions for NFPA 72 
and submit public input. 
  
 11j Strobe Operation 
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Andrew Berezowski reported that the task group had met and will prepare and submit public 
input.  This work intends to clarify requirements for the operation of strobes under various 
alarm or alert conditions/messages.  
 
Item 13-2-12 Other Business 
 
(none) 
 
Item 13-2-13 Adjournment 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:20 PM ET. 
  
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
Lee F. Richardson  
Staff Liaison and Secretary 



NFPA 720 PCs (section sort) 

PC Section Action Related SR Notes 
12 2.2 rejected   
17 3.3.2 rejected   
18 3.3.2 rejected   
14 3.3.25.5 rejected   
21 3.3.5 rejected  CN 1 
22 4.4 rejected  CN 3 
26 5.11.1 rejected  CN 7 
23 5.4 rejected 8 CN 4 
3 5.4.3.1 rejected   
4 5.4.3.2 rejected   
24 5.8.1 rejected  CN 5 
25 5.8.2 rejected  CN 6 
1 5.8.6.5.1 rejected 3  
9 8.4.5.2 rejected but held   
7 9.4.2.2.1.1 rejected   
2 9.6.2.2 rejected 4  
11 9.6.2.4  rejected but held   
20 9.6.8.1 rejected   
5 9.6.8.3.1, 

9.6.8.3.2, 
9.6.8.3.3, 
9.6.8.3.4 

accepted 5  

19 A.3.3.25.3 rejected   
10 A.8.4.4 rejected   
8 A.9.4.2.2.1.2 rejected   
6 A.9.6.8.3.3 accepted 6  
13 Not used    
15 Not used    
16 Not used    
 



NFPA 720 PCs (in PC order) 
 

PC Section Action Related 
SR 

Notes 

1 5.8.6.5.1 rejected 3   
2 9.6.2.2 rejected 4   
3 5.4.3.1 rejected     
4 5.4.3.2 rejected     
5 9.6.8.3.1, 9.6.8.3.2, 9.6.8.3.3, 

9.6.8.3.4 
accepted 5   

6 A.9.6.8.3.3 accepted 6   
7 9.4.2.2.1.1 rejected     
8 A.9.4.2.2.1.2 rejected     
9 8.4.5.2 rejected but held     

10 A.8.4.4 rejected     
11 9.6.2.4 rejected but held     
12 2.2 rejected     
13 Not used       
14 3.3.25.5 rejected     
15 Not used       
16 Not used       
17 3.3.2 rejected     
18 3.3.2 rejected     
19 A.3.3.25.3 rejected     
20 9.6.8.1 rejected     
21 3.3.5 rejected   CN 1 
22 4.4 rejected   CN 3 
23 5.4 rejected 8 CN 4 
24 5.8.1 rejected   CN 5 
25 5.8.2 rejected   CN 6 
26 5.11.1 rejected   CN 7 

 



Public Comment No. 12-NFPA 720-2013 [ Section No. 2.2 ]

2.2   NFPA Publications.

National Fire Protection Association, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169-7471.

NFPA 70® , National Electrical Code®, 2014 edition.

NFPA 72® , National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code, 2013 edition.

NFPA 101® , Life Safety Code®, 2015 edition.

NFPA 110, Standard for Emergency and Standby Power Systems, 2013 edition.

NFPA 111, Standard on Stored Electrical Energy Emergency and Standby Power Systems, 2013 edition.

NFPA 170, Standard for Fire Safety and Emergency Symbols , 2012 edition. 

Note for system installation in premises with either separate fire alarm systems or combination fire/CO
systems.

NFPA 780, Standard for the Installation of Lightning Protection Systems, 2014 edition.

NFPA 1221, Standard for the Installation, Maintenance, and Use of Emergency Services Communications
Systems, 2013 edition.

NFPA 5000® , Building Construction and Safety Code®, 2015 edition.

Additional Proposed Changes

File Name Description Approved

720_Humm.pdf Original Public Comment Submission 

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

This is to correlate with NFPA 72, which does reference this publication.

Related Item

Public Input No. 24-NFPA 720-2012 [Section No. 2.2]

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: Vic Humm

Organization: Vic Humm & Associates

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Wed May 08 11:56:12 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: References are included in Chapter 2 only if they are contained in the mandatory portion of the
document. There is an appropriate reference to NFPA 170 in Annex D.

National Fire Protection Association Report http://submittals.nfpa.org/TerraViewWeb/ContentFetcher?commentPara...

1 of 29 8/14/2013 8:05 AM



Copyright Assignment

I, Vic Humm, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in this
Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that I
acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar or
derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am Vic Humm, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the terms and
conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will, upon my
submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature

National Fire Protection Association Report http://submittals.nfpa.org/TerraViewWeb/ContentFetcher?commentPara...

2 of 29 8/14/2013 8:05 AM



Public Comment No. 17-NFPA 720-2013 [ New Section after 3.3.2 ]

Add a new section after 3.3.2 to read as follows:
3.3.x Alarm Signal Disable Feature. A feature of fire alarm systems and devices to reduce
unwanted alarms wherein the fire alarm control unit includes a means for a user to disable or
cancel the transmission or report of a fire or carbon monoxide alarm signal beyond the protected
premises to a remote monitoring station or communications center.

Additional Proposed Changes

File Name Description Approved

720_Woodard_4_of_5.pdf original comment 

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

Please issue a "Hold" for PI-15. The TC should reconsider this material as new and vote to Hold ~ for the next 
cyde for further study. This problem is related to unwanted and nuisance fire alarms, and data being generated 
shows that the rapid proliferation of federal, state, and local laws requiring the installation of CO detection alarms 
will have a similar effects. Please reference the IAFC position statement on eliminating unwanted and nuisance 
alarms(htlpJIwww.iafc.orglassociationsi96851fiIeslIAFCposittion_eliminatingunwantedANDnuisancefirealarmactivations.pd). 
A report was issued on the same topic in April2011 enti1led "Unwanted Fire Alarms." 
(httpJIwww.nfpa.orglassets/filedlPDF/OS.UnwantedAlarms.pdf).

Related Item

Public Input No. 15-NFPA 720-2012 [New Section after 3.3.2]

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: Jon Woodard

Organization: NFPA

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Wed May 08 13:49:53 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: This is not new material because it was processed as a public input. The committee is not aware of
any technology that would allow a transmission signal to be canceled. In addition, to cancel a CO
signal would be imprudent because the user can not determine on his own whether CO is actually
present or not.

Copyright Assignment

I, Jon Woodard, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in this
Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that I
acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar or
derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am Jon Woodard, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the terms
and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will, upon my
submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature

National Fire Protection Association Report http://submittals.nfpa.org/TerraViewWeb/ContentFetcher?commentPara...

3 of 29 8/14/2013 8:05 AM



Public Comment No. 18-NFPA 720-2013 [ New Section after 3.3.2 ]

Add a new section to read as follows:
3.3.x False Alarm Verification Feature. A feature of fire alarm systems to reduce unwanted alarms
wherein the fire alarm system control unit includes a means for a user to report the verification of
a false alarm to a remote monitoring station.

Additional Proposed Changes

File Name Description Approved

720_Woodard_5_of_5.pdf original comment 

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

Please issue a "Hold" for PI-16. The TC should reconsider this material as new and vote to Hold ~ for the next 
cyde for further study. This problem is related to unwanted and nuisance fire alarms, and data being generated 
shows that the rapid proliferation of federal, state, and local laws requiring the installation of CO detection alarms 
will have a similar effects. Please reference the IAFC position statement on eliminating unwanted and nuisance 
alarms 
(htlpJIwww.iafc.orglassociationsi96851fiIeslIAFCposittion_eliminatingunwantedANDnuisancefirealarmactivations.pd~. 
A report was issued on the same topic in April2011 enti1led "Unwanted Fire Alarms." 
(httpJIwww.nfpa.orglassets/filedlPDF/OS.UnwantedAlarms.pdf).

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: Jon Woodard

Organization: NFPA

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Wed May 08 13:54:53 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: The proposed definition appears to be specific to fire alarm and thus is outside the scope of NFPA
720. In addition the term introduced is not used within the text of the code. The NFPA Manual of
Style prohibits the inclusion of definitions where the term is not used.

Copyright Assignment

I, Jon Woodard, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in this
Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that I
acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar or
derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am Jon Woodard, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the terms
and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will, upon my
submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature

National Fire Protection Association Report http://submittals.nfpa.org/TerraViewWeb/ContentFetcher?commentPara...

4 of 29 8/14/2013 8:05 AM



Public Comment No. 21-NFPA 720-2013 [ New Section after 3.3.5 ]

Refer to correlating committee action in FCR -2. The correlating committee makes reference to the extensive
modifications to the definition of the term “emergency control functions” made in FR-9. The correlating
committee directs this first revision be reconsidered to use the terms “emergency control functions” and
“emergency control function interface device” rather than the terms “carbon monoxide control functions” and
“carbon monoxide control function interface device” to provide consistency with the terminology with NFPA 72.
In doing so the committee should make only those changes needed to provide consistency with NFPA 720
style/terminology.

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

This is a direction from the Correlating Committee on Signaling Systems for the Protection of Life and Property in 
accordance with 3.4.2 and 3.4.3 of the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards.

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: CC on SIG-AAC

Organization: NFPA

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Tue May 21 15:13:59 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: The committee has reconsidered FR 9 with regard to the use of the term “emergency control
function” and has concluded that the definition contained in 3.3.91 of NFPA 72 cannot be used
without extensive revision because the definition is so explicit to fire alarm system and fire
conditions. Therefore the committee will continue to abide by the change made by FCR-2. The
committee suggests that the definition in NFPA 72 be made more generic so that it can be extracted
in the future.

Copyright Assignment

I, CC on SIG-AAC, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in
this Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that
I acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar
or derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am CC on SIG-AAC, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the
terms and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will,
upon my submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature

National Fire Protection Association Report http://submittals.nfpa.org/TerraViewWeb/ContentFetcher?commentPara...

5 of 29 8/14/2013 8:05 AM



Public Comment No. 14-NFPA 720-2013 [ New Section after 3.3.25.5 ]

3.3.26 Wireless 911-Enabled Alarm Devices. A single- or multiple-station alarm device further
comprising an integrated wireless telecommunications component connected to the alarm control
equipment within the device, where upon receiving an alarm signal from the control equipment
indicating a fire or carbon monoxide emergency, is configured to initiate a wireless 911 call,
transmitting a data signal or text message directly to a communications center.

Additional Proposed Changes

File Name Description Approved

720_Woodard_2_of_5.pdf Original Public Comment Submission 

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

Please issue a "Hold" for Pl-14. The TC should reconsider this material as new and vote to Hold for the next cycle 
for further study. The defined term "'Wireless 911 Enabled Alarm Devices" was revised due to the rejection of the 
revision in the A2011 ROC for the term "Carbon Monoxide Alarm." (see A2011 ROC 720-6 (Log. #6) SIG-CAR 
A3.3.1.1). In addition, a related proposal issued in the A2012 cycle for NFPA 72 received a Hold (ROC A2012 
NFPA 72 72-21 (Log #309). Further substantiation includes that rapid development of supporting technologies:
Systems that allow NG911-enabled alarm devices are being promoted by the FCC's Emergency Access Advisory 
Committee to help hearing and physically disabled persons send text-messages to 911 dispatch centers ('PSAPs'). 
A 2011 report shows that 65% of such persons would prefer contacting 911 by text-message, and 70% would 
prefer a method that would automatically send a text-message if incapacitated. See report at (http:/tNww.fcc.gov
/printlnode/31169). The FCC reports that text-to-911 via SMS will be the intlial standard, and a consortium 
(Verizon, AT&T, Sprint Nextel, T-Mobile, NENA, APCO) are deploying such systems in 2013-2014. 
(hHp:/tNww.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2013-01-09/html/2013-00159.hbn). Further, CO-sensor embedded smart 
phones are being developed by companies including Apple, Samsung, LG, and Qualcomm as part of the DHS 
"CELL-ALL:' program (hftp1tNww.dhs.govlfiles/programs/gc_1268073038372.shtml)(hftp1tNww.foxnews.com!tech
/2011/09f2.8/celephones-take-on silent-killers-ag.portabl&danger-detectors)

Related Item

Public Input No. 14-NFPA 720-2012 [New Section after 3.3.22.5]

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: Jon Woodard

Organization: NFPA

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Wed May 08 13:18:42 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: The proposed definition is for a term that is not used in the document. The NFPA Manual of Style
prohibits the introduction of definitions for terms not used in the document.

National Fire Protection Association Report http://submittals.nfpa.org/TerraViewWeb/ContentFetcher?commentPara...

6 of 29 8/14/2013 8:05 AM



Copyright Assignment

I, Jon Woodard, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in this
Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that I
acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar or
derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am Jon Woodard, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the terms
and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will, upon my
submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 22-NFPA 720-2013 [ New Section after 4.4 ]

The correlating committee advises that the committee statement does not sufficiently explain the reasons
for technical changes and directs the first revision to be reconsidered to resolve this deficiency. 
FR-20-NFPA 720-2012

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

This is a direction from the Correlating Committee on Signaling Systems for the Protection of Life and Property in 
accordance with 3.4.2 and 3.4.3 of the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards.

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: CC on SIG-AAC

Organization: NFPA

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Tue May 21 15:16:52 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: The committee has reconsidered FR-18 and reaffirms the changes made in Section 4.4. The
committee statement associate with FR-18 is amended to add that the references to technician
certification were removed because there is no known national certification program for CO.

Copyright Assignment

I, CC on SIG-AAC, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in
this Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that
I acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar
or derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am CC on SIG-AAC, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the
terms and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will,
upon my submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 23-NFPA 720-2013 [ New Section after 5.4 ]

The correlating committee makes reference to Section 5.4.4 and its reference to 23.5 through 23.7 of NFPA
72 and directs that the first revision be reconsidered to provide more direct reference to the appropriate
sections of NFPA 720. See FR 38, 39 and 40.

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

This is a direction from the Correlating Committee on Signaling Systems for the Protection of Life and Property in 
accordance with 3.4.2 and 3.4.3 of the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards.

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: CC on SIG-AAC

Organization: NFPA

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Tue May 21 15:17:56 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected but see related SR

Resolution: SR-8-NFPA 720-2013 This is a direction from the Correlating Committee on Signaling Systems for
the Protection of Life and Property in accordance with 3.4.2 and 3.4.3 of the Regulations
Governing the Development of NFPA Standards.

Statement: The text is revised to align with the recommendations in CC Note 4.

Copyright Assignment

I, CC on SIG-AAC, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in
this Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that
I acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar
or derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am CC on SIG-AAC, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the
terms and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will,
upon my submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 3-NFPA 720-2013 [ Section No. 5.4.3.1 ]

5.4.3.1 *    Class A.

A pathway shall be designated as Class A when it performs as follows:

(1) It includes a redundant path.

(2) Operational On Metallic media, operational capability continues past a single open , and the single
open fault shall result in the annunciation of a trouble signal.

Conditions

(3) On non-metallic media, operational capability continues past a signle blockage and the failure to
maintain an operational redundant path is annunuicated as a trouble signal and any other conditions
that affect the intended operation of the path are annunciated as a trouble signal.

(4) Operational capability is maintained during the application of a single ground fault.

(5) A single ground condition shall result in the annunciation of a trouble signal.

Exception : Requirements in 5.4.3.1(4) and (5) shall not apply to nonconductive pathways or
galvanic isolated metallic pathways (e.g., Ethernet, wireless or fiber).

[72:12.3.1]

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

The addition of isolated galvanic pathways and non metallic blocked reflect Ethernet as a data 
communicationmedia and fiber optic which can have transmission reduction due to partial or total blockage.

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: Vic Humm

Organization: Vic Humm & Associates

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Tue Apr 09 11:32:57 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: The material proposed to be revised is extract material from the 2013 edition of NFPA 72. Similar
changes are currently being considered by an NFPA 72 Correlating Committee task group on
Networks. Changes to NFPA 720 would be premature.

Copyright Assignment

I, Vic Humm, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in this
Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that I
acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar or
derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am Vic Humm, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the terms and
conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will, upon my
submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 4-NFPA 720-2013 [ Section No. 5.4.3.2 ]

5.4.3.2 *    Class B.

A pathway shall be designated as Class B when it performs as follows:

(1) It does not include a redundant path.

(2) Operational capability stops On metallic media, operational capability shall be allowed to stop at a
single open, and the open is annunicated as a trouble signal . On non-metallic media operational
capacility shall be allowed to stop at a signle blockage or signal reduction and the failure of the
pathway condition is annunicated as a trouble signal..

(3) Conditions that affect the intended operation of the path are annunciated as a trouble signal.

(4) Operational capability is maintained during the application of single ground fault.

(5) A single ground condition shall result in the annunciation of a trouble signal.

Exception : Requirements in 5.4.3.2(4) and (5) shall not apply to nonconductive pathways (e.g.
wireless or fiber).

[72:12.3.2]

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

This is to clairfy the properies of fiber optic or wirlesee pathways.

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: Vic Humm

Organization: Vic Humm & Associates

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Thu Apr 11 15:47:24 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: The material proposed to be revised is extract material from the 2013 edition of NFPA 72. Similar
changes are currently being considered by an NFPA 72 Correlating Committee task group on
Networks. Changes to NFPA 720 would be premature.

Copyright Assignment

I, Vic Humm, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in this
Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that I
acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar or
derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am Vic Humm, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the terms and
conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will, upon my
submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 24-NFPA 720-2013 [ New Section after 5.8.1 ]

Refer to correlating committee action in FCR-2 and the correlating committee note CN-1 on FR 9.  The
correlating committee directs that this first revision be reconsidered to use terminology consistent with the
action on FCR-2 or terminology consistent with any changes resulting from reconsideration of FR-9. Note
that if the terms used are not identified as extracts within the definition, the paragraphs affected by this first
revision should not be identified as an extract.

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

This is a direction from the Correlating Committee on Signaling Systems for the Protection of Life and Property in 
accordance with 3.4.2 and 3.4.3 of the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards.

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: CC on SIG-AAC

Organization: NFPA

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Tue May 21 15:18:42 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: The committee has reconsidered FR-9 and FR-41 with regard to the use of the term “emergency
control function” and has concluded that the definition contained in 3.3.91 of NFPA 72 cannot be
used without extensive revision because the definition is so explicit to fire alarm system and fire
conditions. Therefore the committee affirms the change made in FR 41.

Copyright Assignment

I, CC on SIG-AAC, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in
this Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that
I acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar
or derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am CC on SIG-AAC, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the
terms and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will,
upon my submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 25-NFPA 720-2013 [ New Section after 5.8.2 ]

Refer to correlating committee action in FCR-2 and the correlating committee note CN-1 on FR 9.  The
correlating committee directs that this first revision be reconsidered to use terminology consistent with the
action on FCR-2 or terminology consistent with any changes resulting from reconsideration of FR-9. Note
that if the terms used are not identified as extracts within the definition, the paragraphs affected by this first
revision should not be identified as an extract.

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

This is a direction from the Correlating Committee on Signaling Systems for the Protection of Life and Property in 
accordance with 3.4.2 and 3.4.3 of the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards.

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: CC on SIG-AAC

Organization: NFPA

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Tue May 21 15:19:55 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: The committee has reconsidered FR-9 and FR-42 with regard to the use of the term “emergency
control function” and has concluded that the definition contained in 3.3.91 of NFPA 72 cannot be
used without extensive revision because the definition is so explicit to fire alarm system and fire
conditions. Therefore the committee affirms the change made in FR 42.

Copyright Assignment

I, CC on SIG-AAC, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in
this Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that
I acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar
or derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am CC on SIG-AAC, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the
terms and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will,
upon my submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 1-NFPA 720-2013 [ Section No. 5.8.6.5.1 ]

5.8.6.5.1  

The audible carbon monoxide alarm signal pattern shall be a single pattern consisting of a four-pulse
temporal pattern. The pattern comply with the following:

(1) Signals shall be a single tone pattern consisting of four cycles of 100 milliseconds ± 10 percent “on”
and 100 milliseconds ± 10 percent “off,” followed by 5 seconds ± 10 percent “off.”

(2) After the initial 4 minutes of alarm, the 5-second “off” time shall be permitted to be changed to 60
seconds ± 10 percent.

(3) The alarm signal shall be repeated in compliance with 5.8.6.5.1 (1) and 5.8.6.5.1 (2) until the alarm
resets or the alarm signal is manually silenced.

Additional Proposed Changes

File Name Description Approved

720_Baclawski.pdf Cover Sheet 

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

This Public Comment seeks to provide a name for the audible alarm signal. 

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: VINCE BACLAWSKI

Organization: NEMA

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Tue Mar 26 13:33:50 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected but see related SR

Resolution: SR-3-NFPA 720-2013

Statement: The revised text provides a name for the audible alarm signal and removes the requirement to use
a single tone. The use of a recognizable name for the alarm signal will be helpful for code users.
The use of a single tone is unnecessarily prohibitive. The figure showing the T-4 sequence will be
helpful for users

Copyright Assignment

I, VINCE BACLAWSKI, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright
in this Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend
that I acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another
similar or derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to
enter into this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am VINCE BACLAWSKI, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the
terms and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will,
upon my submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 26-NFPA 720-2013 [ New Section after 5.11.1 ]

Refer to correlating committee action in FCR-2 and the correlating committee note CN-1 on FR 9.  The
correlating committee directs that this first revision be reconsidered to use terminology consistent with the
action on FCR-2 or terminology consistent with any changes resulting from reconsideration of  FR-9. Note
that if the terms used are not identified as extracts within the definition, the paragraphs affected by this first
revision should not be identified as an extract.

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

This is a direction from the Correlating Committee on Signaling Systems for the Protection of Life and Property in 
accordance with 3.4.2 and 3.4.3 of the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards.

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: CC on SIG-AAC

Organization: NFPA

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Tue May 21 15:20:51 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: The committee has reconsidered FR-9 and FR-51 with regard to the use of the term “emergency
control function” and has concluded that the definition contained in 3.3.91 of NFPA 72 cannot be
used without extensive revision because the definition is so explicit to fire alarm system and fire
conditions. Therefore the committee affirms the change made in FR 51.

Copyright Assignment

I, CC on SIG-AAC, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in
this Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that
I acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar
or derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am CC on SIG-AAC, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the
terms and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will,
upon my submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 9-NFPA 720-2013 [ Section No. 8.4.5.2 ]

8.4.5.2   

The functional test shall be performed in accordance with the manufacturer’s published instructions. On
combination (multi-sensor), the manufactueres published instructions shall indicate if functional testing of
the other listed testing media for the other sensor will have any affect on the performance of the carbon
monoxide element.

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

When combination smoke/co alarms or detectors are functionally tested, the testing media for each type of sensor 
is different and the manufacurfacture needs to provide concise information for the end-user.

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: Vic Humm

Organization: Vic Humm & Associates

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Fri May 03 13:46:46 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected but held

Resolution: The proposed changes constitute new material and are held for further study. It is suggest text
shown below be added as new 8.4.5.3 to read as follows: 8.4.5.3 For multi-sensor devices,
manufacturer’s instructions shall identify potential contamination of or interference with the CO
sensor by other listed testing media and carrying agents for the other sensor(s).

Copyright Assignment

I, Vic Humm, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in this
Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that I
acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar or
derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am Vic Humm, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the terms and
conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will, upon my
submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 7-NFPA 720-2013 [ Section No. 9.4.2.2.1.1 ]

9.4.2.2.1.1 *    Mild to Severe Hearing Loss.

Notification appliances provided for those with mild to severe hearing loss shall comply with the following:

(1) An audible notification appliance producing a low frequency alarm signal shall be installed in the
following situations:

(a) Where required by governing laws, codes, or standards for people with hearing loss

(b) Where provided voluntarily for those with hearing loss

(2)   

(3)  

(4)  

(5)  

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

Since the low frequency is required as of January 1, 2014 for sleeping occupancies, then any additional alarm 
sounds should be in the same frequency ranges to maintain uniformity for the building occupants

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: Vic Humm

Organization: Vic Humm & Associates

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Fri May 03 10:47:47 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: The proposed revisions shown in 9.4.2.2.1.1(3) & (4) are already in the first draft. The proposed
revisions for 9.4.2.2.1.1(5) are addressed in 6.4.4.3 in the first draft. Further changes are not
needed.

Copyright Assignment

I, Vic Humm, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in this
Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that I
acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar or
derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am Vic Humm, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the terms and
conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will, upon my
submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature

* The low frequency alarm signal output shall comply with the following:

The waveform shall have a fundamental frequency of 520 Hz + / -10 percent.

The minimum sound level at the pillow shall be 75 dBA, or 15 dB above the average ambient
sound level, or 5 dB above the maximum sound level having a duration of at least 60 seconds,
whichever is greater.

[72:29.3.8.1]

CO Alarm Units placed in sleeping occupancies whenNFPA 72 Paragraph 18.4.5.3 requires the low
frequency audible to awaken occupant, the CO Alarm Device shall be required to match the
frequency requirements.
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Public Comment No. 2-NFPA 720-2013 [ Section No. 9.6.2.2 ]

9.6.2.2  

The audible alarm signal pattern for carbon monoxide alarms and detectors shall be a single tone pattern
consisting of four cycles of a four-pulse temporal pattern. The pattern shall be 100 milliseconds ± 10
percent “on” and 100 milliseconds ± 10 percent “off,” followed by 5 seconds ± 10 percent “off.”

Additional Proposed Changes

File Name Description Approved

720_Baclawski.pdf Cover Sheet 

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

This Public Comment seeks to provide a name for the audible alarm signal. 

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: VINCE BACLAWSKI

Organization: NEMA

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Tue Mar 26 13:36:19 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee Action: Rejected but see related SR

Resolution: SR-4-NFPA 720-2013

Statement: The revisions are made to provide consistency with the changes in SR 3.

Copyright Assignment

I, VINCE BACLAWSKI, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright
in this Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend
that I acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another
similar or derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to
enter into this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am VINCE BACLAWSKI, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the
terms and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will,
upon my submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 11-NFPA 720-2013 [ New Section after 9.6.2.4 ]

New Section 9.6.2.5

9.6.2.5 Carbon Monoxide warning equipment producing the audible alarm signal shall be permitted to
incorporate

voice notification under either or both of the following:

(1) Where the voice message is contained completely within the 5-second pause period of the audible
alarm signal

(2) Where the voice message complies with 9.6.2.5 (2)(a) and (b) as follows:

(a) The voice message is first preceded by a minimum of 6 cycles of the audible alarm signal.

(b) The voice message periodically interrupts the signal for no longer than 10 seconds, followed by a
minimum of two cycles of the audible alarm signal between each voice message. The initial 6-cycle period
shall not be required to be repeated.

Additional Proposed Changes

File Name Description Approved

NFPA_720_Voice_Proposal_Gifford.docx Original Public Comment Submission 

T4_drawing_Model_1_.pdf T4 drawing model 

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

NFPA 72 currently has guidelines for the requirements of the alarm signal when used in conjunction with voice 
notification. Neither NPFA 720 nor UL 2034 currently address the use of voice notification and its relationship to 
the alarm signal.  

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: Wendy Gifford

Organization: Consultant

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Wed May 08 11:42:14 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee Action: Rejected but held

Resolution: The proposed changes constitute new material.

Copyright Assignment

I, Wendy Gifford, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in
this Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that
I acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar
or derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am Wendy Gifford, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the terms
and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will, upon my
submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 20-NFPA 720-2013 [ Section No. 9.6.8.1 ]

9.6.8.1 *    

Carbon monoxide warning equipment signals that are transmitted off-premises shall comply with the
requirements of Chapter 7  and the following:

(1)  Where required, immediately retransmit indication of the carbon monoxide alarm signal to the
communications center

Exception : The immediate retransmission shall be permitted to be delayed by not more than 90
seconds where the jurisdiction permits the supervising station to first contact the protected
premises to determine if the alarm was initiated by the activation of a test
Retransmission of the carbon monoxide alarm signal may comprise a alarm data signal
transmitted via a computer network interface between the supervisory station and the
communications center .

(2)  Contact the responsible party(s) in accordance with the notification plan.

Additional Proposed Changes

File Name Description Approved

720_Woodard_1_of_5.pdf Original Public Comment Submission 

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

Encourages the use of the ANSI/APCO External Alarm Interface Information Exchange Packet Documentation 
("IEPU") standard developed by the Richmond, VA. Department of Information Technology. The problems to be 
solved include eliminating manual phone calls from central stations to communications centers, reducing 2-3 
minutes of call processing time, information errors, address errors, linguistic issues. IEPD is being adopted by over 
100 jurisdictions.

Related Item

Public Input No. 1-NFPA 720-2012 [Chapter NFPA]

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: Jon Woodard

Organization: NFPA

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Wed May 08 14:42:37 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: The requirements of 9.6.8.1 as currently written do not prohibit retransmission of an alarm signal
from the supervising station to the communication center using the ANSI/APCO External Alarm
Interface Information Exchange Packet Documentation standard.
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Copyright Assignment

I, Jon Woodard, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in this
Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that I
acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar or
derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am Jon Woodard, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the terms
and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will, upon my
submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 5-NFPA 720-2013 [ Sections 9.6.8.3.1, 9.6.8.3.2, 9.6.8.3.3, 9.6.8.3.4 ]

Sections 9.6.8.3.1, 9.6.8.3.2, 9.6.8.3.3, 9.6.8.3.4

9.6.8.3.1

Means to transmit alarm signals to a constantly attended, remote monitoring location shall be processed
by a household carbon monoxide detection system which shall perform as described in Chapter 7, except
as modified by 9.6.8.3.2 through 9.6.8.3.5. [72:29.7.9.1]

9.6.8.3.2   

Where a digital alarm communicator transmitter (DACT) is used, the DACT serving the protected
premises shall only require a single telephone line and shall only require a call to a single digital alarm
communicator receiver (DACR) number. [ 72 :29.7.9.1.1]

9.6.8.3. 2 3   

Where a DACT is used, the DACT test signals shall be transmitted at least monthly. [ 72 :29.7.9.1.2]

9.6.8.3. 3 4 *    

Requirements for indication of central station service shall not be required.

9.6.8.3. 4 5   

A dedicated cellular telephone connection shall be permitted to be used as a single means to
transmit alarms to a constantly attended remote monitoring location. [ 72 :29.7.9.1.4.6]

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

The corresponding section in Chapter 29 of NFPA72-2013 includes the following paragraph which reads: “29.7.9.1 
Means to transmit alarm signals to a constantly attended, remote monitoring location shall be processed by a 
household fire alarm system and shall perform as described in Chapter 26, except as modified by 29.7.9.1.1 
through 29.7.9.1.6.” This paragraph was included in 72-2013 to specify that off-premises signals be transmitted by 
a supervised fire alarm system, and not by some type of unsupervised transmitter. 
A corresponding paragraph should be added to 720 to specify that carbon monoxide alarm off-premises signals 
originating from a protected premise shall be processed in a similar, supervised, manner.  This proposal adds 
completely new text for 9.6.8.3.1, then renumbers the existing 9.6.8.3.1 through 9.6.8.3.4 to accomodate the 
additional paragraph.  (e.g. the current 9.6.8.3.1 becomes 9.6.8.3.2, the current 9.6.8.3.2 becomes 9.6.8.3.3, etc.)

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: John Parssinen

Organization: UL LLC

Affilliation: UL LLC

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Wed May 01 10:19:33 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Accepted

Resolution: SR-5-NFPA 720-2013

Statement: The corresponding section in Chapter 29 of NFPA72-2013 includes the following paragraph which
reads: “29.7.9.1 Means to transmit alarm signals to a constantly attended, remote monitoring location
shall be processed by a household fire alarm system and shall perform as described in Chapter 26,
except as modified by 29.7.9.1.1 through 29.7.9.1.6.” This paragraph was included in 72-2013 to
specify that off-premises signals be transmitted by a supervised fire alarm system, and not by some
type of unsupervised transmitter. A corresponding paragraph should be added to 720 to specify that
carbon monoxide alarm off-premises signals originating from a protected premise shall be processed
in a similar, supervised, manner. This proposal adds completely new text for 9.6.8.3.1, then

National Fire Protection Association Report http://submittals.nfpa.org/TerraViewWeb/ContentFetcher?commentPara...

22 of 29 8/14/2013 8:05 AM



renumbers the existing 9.6.8.3.1 through 9.6.8.3.4 to accomodate the additional paragraph. (e.g. the
current 9.6.8.3.1 becomes 9.6.8.3.2, the current 9.6.8.3.2 becomes 9.6.8.3.3, etc.)

Copyright Assignment

I, John Parssinen, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in
this Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that
I acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar
or derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am John Parssinen, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the
terms and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will,
upon my submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 19-NFPA 720-2013 [ New Section after A.3.3.25.3 ]

Add a new section to read as follows:
A.3.3.x Wireless E911 and Next-Generation 911 ("NG911") technologies allow communications
centers (i.e. public safety answering points) to receive 911 emergency calls from standard
wireless phones and smart phones to determine the geographic location and receive emergency
text/data messages from such devices. The U.S. Congress and the Federal Communications
Commission ("FCC") recognized the efficacy of NG911 technology for helping elderly and hearing
disabled persons to contact communications centers, and recognize the same for wireless
911-enabled alarm devices. The FCC announced its "Framework for Next-Generation 911
Deployment" (76 FR 2297; FCC 10-200, January 13, 2011), with the goal of revising regulation 47
C.F.R. ?20, "to enable the public to obtain (911) emergency assistance by means of advanced
communications technologies beyond traditional voice-centric devices." Further discussed was
NG911 systems and devices, including the application of telemetry for relaying sensor data to a
communications center. The FCC identified specialized NG911 applications including device-
initiated services for emergency communications that envision a range of "automatically triggered
devices" that would communicate directly with a communications center including sensors
(above), alarms, personal medical devices, and telematics.

Additional Proposed Changes

File Name Description Approved

720_Woodward_3_of_5.pdf original comment 

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

Please issue a "Hold' for PI-17. The TC should reoonsiderthis material as new and vote to Hold IT for the next 
cyde for further study. The defined tenn 'Wireless 911 Enabled Alann Devices" was revised due to the rejection of 
the revision in the A2011 ROC for the tenn "Carbon Monoxide Alann." (see
A2011 ROC 720-6 (Log. #5) SIG-CAR A3.3.1.1). In addition, a related proposal issued in the A2012 cyde for 
NFPA 72 received a Hold (ROC A2012 NFPA 72 72-21 (Log #309). Further substantiation indudes that rapid 
development of supporting technologies:
Systems that allow NG911-enabled alann devices are being promoted by the FCC's Emergency Aooess Advisory 
Committee to help hearing and physically disabled persons send text-messages to 911 dispatch centers 
("PSAPs'). A 2011 report shows that 65% of such persons would prefer contacting 911 by text-message, and 70% 
would prefer a method that would automatically send a text-message if incapacilated. See report at
(hIIp:/iIwIw.focgov/printinodel31169). The FCC reports that text-te-9ll via SMS will be the initial standard, and a 
consortium (Verizon, AT&T, SprintNextel, T-Mobile. NENA, APCO) are deploying such systems in 2013-2014. 
(hHp:/iIwIw.gpo.govlfdsysipkglFR-2013-0Hl9/hbn1/2013-00159.htm).
Further, CO-sensor embedded smart phones are being developed by companies induding Apple, Samsung, LG, 
and Qualcomm as part of the DHS "CELL-ALt.:' program 
(hIIp:JiIwIw.dhs.govlfiles!programsigc_1268073036372.shtrnl)(http://IwIw.foxnews.comltechl2011/09f2.8
/ceI"phones-take-onsilent-killers-as-portable-danger -detedors)

Related Item

Public Input No. 17-NFPA 720-2012 [New Section after A.3.3.22.3]

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: Jon Woodard

Organization: NFPA

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Wed May 08 14:17:47 EDT 2013

Committee Statement
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Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: This public comment appears to be associated with PC 14 which was rejected. This related
annex material is rejected for the same reason.

Copyright Assignment

I, Jon Woodard, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in this
Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that I
acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar or
derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am Jon Woodard, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the terms
and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will, upon my
submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 10-NFPA 720-2013 [ New Section after A.8.4.4 ]

Add new annex A.8.4.5.1

Additional sensitivity testing of CO detectors can be provided for verification that detectors will respond to
calibrated gas within the alarm initiation setpoint in the sensitivity test mode. Calibrated test gas/CO shall
be 70 to 100 ppm. Additional recalibration shall also reset the CO sensitivity level for correct detection in
the manufacturer's calibration procedure. This is in accordance with inudstry gas detection procedures.

Additional Proposed Changes

File Name Description Approved

NFPAPublicCommentform_720_may_13_AMES.docx Original Public Comment Submission 

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

(Placed in 2009, now added as an appendix) Gas detection industries require sensitivity and calibration testing 
which has been required by OSHA inspectors for plan certification.  Factory Mutual will only accept CO detectors 
that can be field verified with site certification by application of a calibrated test gas

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: BLAIR AMES

Organization: MONTGOMERY AMES ASSOCIATES

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Wed May 08 09:55:49 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: The suggested annex material relates to sensitivity testing but the requirement in 8.4.5.1 relates to
functional testing. The alarm threshold for CO detector in the scope of NFPA 720 is a
time-weighted average. The proposed ppm testing may not correlate with actual performance
intended.

Copyright Assignment

I, BLAIR AMES, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in this
Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that I
acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar or
derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am BLAIR AMES, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the terms
and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will, upon my
submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 8-NFPA 720-2013 [ Section No. A.9.4.2.2.1.2 ]

A.9.4.2.2.1.2     

Tactile notification appliances such as bed shakers have been shown to be effective in waking those with
normal hearing to profound hearing loss [Ashley, etal.2005, UL 1971, 1991]. Tactile signaling has been
studied and found to be an effective way to alert and notify sleeping persons. However, there are many
variables that have not been tested that might affect the reliability of their performance. Some of the
appliance variables include the mass of the appliance, frequency of vibration, and the throw or
displacement of the vibrating mass. Occupant variables that might affect the reporting of test results and
the effectiveness of the appliance include the person’s age, how long a person has lived with their hearing
loss, and what sleep stage the person is experiencing when the appliance operates. The type of mattress
might also have an effect of the performance of certain tactile appliances. Mattress variables can include
thickness, firmness, memory foam, pillow tops, water beds, air beds, and motion isolation mattresses.
Users of tactile appliances should be cautioned to test how well they might sense the effect of the
appliance. [ 72:  A.29.3.8.2]

The standard requires both provides requirements for both strobes and tactile appliances. Strobes can
awaken sleeping persons, provide verification that there is a fire alarm condition, and serve to alert
persons when they are not in contact with a tactile appliance. [ 72:  A.29.3.8.2]

UL Standard 1971 provides criteria for minimum performance of the listed product. Therefore the
applicantion of either strobes or tactile appliances should be carefully reviewed. For example a blind and
profoundly deaf person would not normally require strobes.

Low frequency or tactile notification appliances such as bed shakers have been shown to be effective in
waking those with normal hearing to profound hearing loss [CSE NIH report, 2005: Bruck and Thomas,
2009; Bruck, Thomas, and Ball, NFPA RF report, 2007].

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

The above abpve annex statement that indicated that both visual and tactile elements aare always required may 
not be true. This revision allows the sxelection of either or both elements depending on the respective situtation.

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: Vic Humm

Organization: Vic Humm & Associates

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Fri May 03 13:33:46 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Rejected

Resolution: The proposed changes are contradictory to the requirements of the standard and do not
provide additional clarity.
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Copyright Assignment

I, Vic Humm, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in this
Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that I
acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar or
derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am Vic Humm, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the terms and
conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will, upon my
submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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Public Comment No. 6-NFPA 720-2013 [ Section No. A.9.6.8.3.3 ]

A.9.6.8.3. 3 4        

Refer to 8 to 26 .3.4 of NFPA 72 , National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code , for requirements for
indication of central station service.

Statement of Problem and Substantiation for Public Comment

Assuming that Public Comment No. 5 is accepted, the Annex entry that is currently tied to 9.6.8.3.3 must also be 
corrected to reflect the revised paragraph number of this clause, which will be 9.6.8.3.4.  This comment provides 
updated text addressing this.  In addition, the current Annex text references a section from an older version of 
NFPA 72, the 2007 Edition.  The section in the current 72-2013 is Section 26.3.4.  This comment also updates the 
NFPA 72 section reference from 8.3.4 to 26.3.4.

Submitter Information Verification

Submitter Full Name: John Parssinen

Organization: UL LLC

Affilliation: UL LLC

Street Address:

City:

State:

Zip:

Submittal Date: Wed May 01 11:24:57 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee
Action: 

Accepted

Resolution: SR-6-NFPA 720-2013

Statement: Assuming that Public Comment No. 5 is accepted, the Annex entry that is currently tied to 9.6.8.3.3
must also be corrected to reflect the revised paragraph number of this clause, which will be
9.6.8.3.4. This comment provides updated text addressing this. In addition, the current Annex text
references a section from an older version of NFPA 72, the 2007 Edition. The section in the current
72-2013 is Section 26.3.4. This comment also updates the NFPA 72 section reference from 8.3.4 to
26.3.4.

Copyright Assignment

I, John Parssinen, hereby irrevocably grant and assign to the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) all and full rights in copyright in
this Public Comment (including both the Proposed Change and the Statement of Problem and Substantiation). I understand and intend that
I acquire no rights, including rights as a joint author, in any publication of the NFPA in which this Public Comment in this or another similar
or derivative form is used. I hereby warrant that I am the author of this Public Comment and that I have full power and authority to enter into
this copyright assignment.

 By checking this box I affirm that I am John Parssinen, and I agree to be legally bound by the above Copyright Assignment and the
terms and conditions contained therein. I understand and intend that, by checking this box, I am creating an electronic signature that will,
upon my submission of this form, have the same legal force and effect as a handwritten signature
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NFPA 720 SRs 

SR Section Related PC Notes 
3 5.8.6.5.1 1  
4 9.6.2.2,  

9.6.2.3,  
9.6.2.4 

2  

5 9.6.8.3.1, 
9.6.8.3.2, 
9.6.8.3.3,  
9.6.8.3.4 

5  

6 A.9.6.8.3.3 6  
7 9.4.2.1   
8 5.4.4 23  
9 Annex C   
10 2.3.4   
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M E M O R A N D U M  

 

To: NFPA Technical Committee on Carbon Monoxide Detection 

From:  Jenny Depew, Administrator, Technical Projects 

Date:  September 9, 2013    

Subject: NFPA 720 Second Draft TC FINAL Ballot Results (A2014) 

 

According to the final ballot results, all ballot items received the necessary affirmative votes to pass ballot. 

25 Members Eligible to Vote  
4 Not Returned (Hanson, Hoffman, Pierce, Rowland)   
20 Affirmative on All  (w/comment: Ames) 
0 Negatives on one or more second revision  
1 Abstentions on one or more second revision: (Olenick)   
 
The attached report shows the number of affirmative, negative, and abstaining votes as well as the explanation of 
the vote for each second revision.   

There are two criteria necessary for each second revision to pass ballot: (1) simple majority and (2) affirmative 
2/3  vote.   The mock examples below show how the calculations are determined.  

(1) Example for Simple Majority: Assuming there are 20 vote eligible committee members, 11 affirmative votes 
are required to pass ballot.  (Sample calculation:  20 members eligible to vote ÷ 2 = 10 + 1 = 11) 

 

(2) Example for Affirmative 2/3:  Assuming there are 20 vote eligible committee members and 1 member did not 

return their ballot and 2 members abstained, the number of affirmative votes required would be 12.  (Sample 
calculation: 20 members eligble to vote – 1 not returned – 2 abstentions = 17 x 0.66 = 11.22 = 12 ) 

 
As always please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.   

 



Second Revision No. 10-NFPA 720-2013 [ Section No. 2.3.4 ] 

2.3.3 UL Publications.
Underwriters Laboratories Inc., 333 Pfingsten Road, Northbrook, IL 60062-2096.

ANSI/UL 1971, Standard for Safety Signaling Devices for Hearing Impaired, 
November 2002, revised October 2008.

ANSI/UL 2034, Standard for Single and Multiple Station Carbon Monoxide Alarms, 
February 2008, Revised revised February 2009.

ANSI/UL 2075, Gas and Vapor Detectors and Sensors, November 2004, Revised 
2007 March 2013 .

Submitter Information Verification 

Submitter Full Name: [ Not Specified ]
Organization: [ Not Specified ]
Street Address: 
City:
State: 
Zip: 
Submittal Date: Thu May 16 10:52:37 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee Statement:  The references are updated to the latest revision.
Response Message:

Ballot Results

 This item has passed ballot

25  Eligible Voters
4  Not Returned

21  Affirmative All
0  Affirmative with Comments
0  Negative with Comments 
0  Abstention

Not Returned
Hanson, Deborah
Hoffman, Richard
Pierce, Anthony V.
Rowland, James M.

Affirmative All
Aaron, Jr., William J.
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Ames, Blair T.
Black, Art
Boyd, H. Wayne
Brooks, Jeffrey R.
Clary, Shane M.
Cronin, Bradford T.
Davis, Scott G.
DeVito, Lee C.
Fiore, Louis T.
Gifford, Wendy B.
Gottuk, Daniel T.
Heffernan, Rick
Knight, Jeffrey G.
Mills, David E.
Norton, Thomas F.
Olenick, Stephen M.
Petersen, James A.
Ratzlaff, Larry
Roberts, Richard Jay
Van Walraven, Ed
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Second Revision No. 8-NFPA 720-2013 [ Section No. 5.4.4 [Excluding 

any Sub-Sections] ] 

Initiating device circuits, notification appliance circuits, and signaling line circuits 
shall be designated by class, depending on the circuit’s capability to continue to 
operate during specified fault conditions as indicated in Sections 5.5 23 5 .5
through 23 5.7 .7 of NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code , . .
[72:23.4.2]

Submitter Information Verification 

Submitter Full Name: [ Not Specified ]
Organization: [ Not Specified ]
Street Address: 
City:
State: 
Zip: 
Submittal Date: Wed May 15 09:09:30 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee 
Statement:

  The text is revised to align with the recommendations in CC Note 
4.

Response Message:
Public Comment No. 23-NFPA 720-2013 [New Section after 5.4]

Ballot Results

 This item has passed ballot

25  Eligible Voters
4  Not Returned

21  Affirmative All
0  Affirmative with Comments
0  Negative with Comments 
0  Abstention

Not Returned
Hanson, Deborah
Hoffman, Richard
Pierce, Anthony V.
Rowland, James M.

Affirmative All
Aaron, Jr., William J.
Ames, Blair T.
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Black, Art
Boyd, H. Wayne
Brooks, Jeffrey R.
Clary, Shane M.
Cronin, Bradford T.
Davis, Scott G.
DeVito, Lee C.
Fiore, Louis T.
Gifford, Wendy B.
Gottuk, Daniel T.
Heffernan, Rick
Knight, Jeffrey G.
Mills, David E.
Norton, Thomas F.
Olenick, Stephen M.
Petersen, James A.
Ratzlaff, Larry
Roberts, Richard Jay
Van Walraven, Ed
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Second Revision No. 3-NFPA 720-2013 [ Section No. 5.8.6.5.1 ] 

5.8.6.5.1*
The audible carbon monoxide alarm signal shall be a four-pulse temporal pattern 
and comply with the following:

(1) Signals shall be a single tone pattern consisting of four cycles of 100 
milliseconds ± 10 percent “on” and 100 milliseconds ± 10 percent “off,” 
followed by 5 seconds ± 10 percent “off.”

(2) After the initial 4 minutes of alarm, the 5-second “off” time shall be permitted 
to be changed to 60 seconds ± 10 percent.

(3) The alarm signal shall be repeated in compliance with 5.8.6.5.1(1) and 
5.8.6.5.1(2) until the alarm resets or the alarm signal is manually silenced.

Supplemental Information

File Name Description
T4_drawing.pdf Figure A.5.8.6.5.1 
720_A.5.8.6.5.1.doc

Submitter Information Verification 

Submitter Full Name: [ Not Specified ]
Organization: [ Not Specified ]
Street Address: 
City:
State: 
Zip: 
Submittal Date: Tue May 14 10:33:34 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee 
Statement:

  The revised text provides a name for the audible alarm signal and removes 
the requirement to use a single tone. The use of a recognizable name for 
the alarm signal will be helpful for code users. The use of a single tone is 
unnecessarily prohibitive. The figure showing the T-4 sequence will be 
helpful for users

Response
Message:
Public Comment No. 1-NFPA 720-2013 [Section No. 5.8.6.5.1]

Ballot Results

 This item has passed ballot
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25  Eligible Voters
4  Not Returned

19  Affirmative All
1  Affirmative with Comments
0  Negative with Comments 
1  Abstention

Not Returned
Hanson, Deborah
Hoffman, Richard
Pierce, Anthony V.
Rowland, James M.

Affirmative All
Aaron, Jr., William J.
Black, Art
Boyd, H. Wayne
Brooks, Jeffrey R.
Clary, Shane M.
Cronin, Bradford T.
Davis, Scott G.
DeVito, Lee C.
Fiore, Louis T.
Gifford, Wendy B.
Gottuk, Daniel T.
Heffernan, Rick
Knight, Jeffrey G.
Mills, David E.
Norton, Thomas F.
Petersen, James A.
Ratzlaff, Larry
Roberts, Richard Jay
Van Walraven, Ed

Affirmative with Comment
Ames, Blair T.
 What frequency ? Extensive research has been done on frequencies to awake sleeping 
individuals for NFPA. Carbon Monoxide absorption can inhibit sensory perceptions further. 
The NFPA mandated 520 HZ range for the optimal Smoke detection alert frequency 
should be adopted as higher frequencies are inaudible to many sleeping individuals and 
are ineffective.

Abstention
Olenick, Stephen M.
 In order to avoid the perception of a conflict of interest due to my consulting relationship 
with SafeAwake, LLC, I respectfully abstain.
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Second Revision No. 7-NFPA 720-2013 [ Section No. 9.4.2.1 ] 

9.4.2.1 General.
Each alarm or detector shall cause the operation of an alarm notification appliance 
that shall meet the performance requirements of 6.4.2, 6.4.4.1, 6.4.4.2, and, if 
applicable, 9.4.2.2.

Submitter Information Verification 

Submitter Full Name: [ Not Specified ]
Organization: [ Not Specified ]
Street Address: 
City:
State: 
Zip: 
Submittal Date: Tue May 14 15:48:31 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee 
Statement:

  The revised text corrects the reference to 6.4.4.1 and 6.4.4.2 and adds 
the reference for requirements for the hearing impaired as intended for 
correlation with the changes in 29.3.6. of the 2013 edition of NFPA 72.

Response 
Message:

Ballot Results

 This item has passed ballot

25  Eligible Voters
4  Not Returned

19  Affirmative All
1  Affirmative with Comments
0  Negative with Comments 
1  Abstention

Not Returned
Hanson, Deborah
Hoffman, Richard
Pierce, Anthony V.
Rowland, James M.

Affirmative All
Aaron, Jr., William J.
Black, Art
Boyd, H. Wayne
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Brooks, Jeffrey R.
Clary, Shane M.
Cronin, Bradford T.
Davis, Scott G.
DeVito, Lee C.
Fiore, Louis T.
Gifford, Wendy B.
Gottuk, Daniel T.
Heffernan, Rick
Knight, Jeffrey G.
Mills, David E.
Norton, Thomas F.
Petersen, James A.
Ratzlaff, Larry
Roberts, Richard Jay
Van Walraven, Ed

Affirmative with Comment
Ames, Blair T.
 What frequency ? What frequency ? Extensive research has been done on frequencies to 
awake sleeping individuals for NFPA. Carbon Monoxide absorption can inhibit sensory 
perceptions further. The NFPA mandated 520 HZ range for the optimal Smoke detection 
alert frequency should be adopted as higher frequencies are inaudible to many sleeping
individuals and are ineffective.

Abstention
Olenick, Stephen M.
 In order to avoid the perception of a conflict of interest due to my consulting relationship 
with SafeAwake, LLC, I respectfully abstain.
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Second Revision No. 4-NFPA 720-2013 [ Sections 9.6.2.2, 9.6.2.3, 

9.6.2.4 ] 

9.6.2.2
The audible alarm signal for carbon monoxide alarms shall be a single tone pattern 
consisting of four cycles of 100 milliseconds ± 10 percent “on” and 100 milliseconds 
± 10 percent “off,” followed by 5 seconds ± 10 percent “off.” comply with the 
requirements of 5.8.6.5.1.
9.6.2.3
After the initial 4 minutes of alarm, the 5-second “off” time shall be permitted to be 
changed to 60 seconds ± 10 percent.
9.6.2.4
The alarm signal shall be repeated in compliance with 9.6.2.2 and 9.6.2.3 until 
the alarm resets or the alarm signal is manually silenced.

Submitter Information Verification 

Submitter Full Name: [ Not Specified ]
Organization: [ Not Specified ]
Street Address: 
City:
State: 
Zip: 
Submittal Date: Tue May 14 14:15:45 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee 
Statement:

  The revisions are made to provide consistency with the changes in 
SR 3. 

Response Message:
Public Comment No. 2-NFPA 720-2013 [Section No. 9.6.2.2]

Ballot Results

 This item has passed ballot

25  Eligible Voters
4  Not Returned

20  Affirmative All
0  Affirmative with Comments
0  Negative with Comments 
1  Abstention

Not Returned
Hanson, Deborah
Hoffman, Richard
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Pierce, Anthony V.
Rowland, James M.

Affirmative All
Aaron, Jr., William J.
Ames, Blair T.
Black, Art
Boyd, H. Wayne
Brooks, Jeffrey R.
Clary, Shane M.
Cronin, Bradford T.
Davis, Scott G.
DeVito, Lee C.
Fiore, Louis T.
Gifford, Wendy B.
Gottuk, Daniel T.
Heffernan, Rick
Knight, Jeffrey G.
Mills, David E.
Norton, Thomas F.
Petersen, James A.
Ratzlaff, Larry
Roberts, Richard Jay
Van Walraven, Ed

Abstention
Olenick, Stephen M.
 In order to avoid the perception of a conflict of interest due to my consulting relationship 
with SafeAwake, LLC, I respectfully abstain.
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Second Revision No. 5-NFPA 720-2013 [ Sections 9.6.8.3.1, 9.6.8.3.2, 

9.6.8.3.3, 9.6.8.3.4 ]

9.6.8.3.2
Where a digital alarm communicator transmitter (DACT) is used, the DACT serving 
the protected premises shall only require a single telephone line and shall only 
require a call to a single digital alarm communicator receiver (DACR) number. 
[72:29.7.9.1.1]
9.6.8.3.3
Where a DACT is used, the DACT test signals shall be transmitted at least monthly.
[72:29.7.9.1.2]
9.6.8.3.4*
Requirements for indication of central station service shall not be required.
9.6.8.3.5
A dedicated cellular telephone connection shall be permitted to be used as a single 
means to transmit alarms to a constantly attended remote monitoring location. 
[72:29.7.9.1.4.6 29.7.9.1.6 ]

Submitter Information Verification 

Submitter Full Name: [ Not Specified ]
Organization: [ Not Specified ]
Street Address: 
City:
State: 
Zip: 
Submittal Date: Tue May 14 14:33:47 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee 
Statement:

 The corresponding section in Chapter 29 of NFPA72-2013 includes the 
following paragraph which reads: “29.7.9.1 Means to transmit alarm signals to 
a constantly attended, remote monitoring location shall be processed by a 
household fire alarm system and shall perform as described in Chapter 26, 
except as modified by 29.7.9.1.1 through 29.7.9.1.6.” This paragraph was 
included in 72-2013 to specify that off-premises signals be transmitted by a 
supervised fire alarm system, and not by some type of unsupervised 
transmitter. A corresponding paragraph should be added to 720 to specify 
that carbon monoxide alarm off-premises signals originating from a protected 
premise shall be processed in a similar, supervised, manner. This proposal 
adds completely new text for 9.6.8.3.1, then renumbers the existing 9.6.8.3.1
through 9.6.8.3.4 to accomodate the additional paragraph. (e.g. the current 
9.6.8.3.1 becomes 9.6.8.3.2, the current 9.6.8.3.2 becomes 9.6.8.3.3, etc.)

Response
Message:
Public Comment No. 5-NFPA 720-2013 [Sections 9.6.8.3.1, 9.6.8.3.2, 9.6.8.3.3, 9.6.8.3.4]

Ballot Results
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 This item has passed ballot

25  Eligible Voters
4  Not Returned

21  Affirmative All
0  Affirmative with Comments
0  Negative with Comments 
0  Abstention

Not Returned
Hanson, Deborah
Hoffman, Richard
Pierce, Anthony V.
Rowland, James M.

Affirmative All
Aaron, Jr., William J.
Ames, Blair T.
Black, Art
Boyd, H. Wayne
Brooks, Jeffrey R.
Clary, Shane M.
Cronin, Bradford T.
Davis, Scott G.
DeVito, Lee C.
Fiore, Louis T.
Gifford, Wendy B.
Gottuk, Daniel T.
Heffernan, Rick
Knight, Jeffrey G.
Mills, David E.
Norton, Thomas F.
Olenick, Stephen M.
Petersen, James A.
Ratzlaff, Larry
Roberts, Richard Jay
Van Walraven, Ed
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Second Revision No. 6-NFPA 720-2013 [ Section No. A.9.6.8.3.3 ] 

A.9.6.8.3.4
Refer to 8 26 .3.4 of NFPA 72, National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code, for 
requirements for indication of central station service.

Submitter Information Verification 

Submitter Full Name: [ Not Specified ]
Organization: [ Not Specified ]
Street Address: 
City:
State: 
Zip: 
Submittal Date: Tue May 14 15:40:24 EDT 2013

Committee Statement

Committee 
Statement:

 Assuming that Public Comment No. 5 is accepted, the Annex entry that is 
currently tied to 9.6.8.3.3 must also be corrected to reflect the revised 
paragraph number of this clause, which will be 9.6.8.3.4. This comment 
provides updated text addressing this. In addition, the current Annex text 
references a section from an older version of NFPA 72, the 2007 Edition. 
The section in the current 72-2013 is Section 26.3.4. This comment also 
updates the NFPA 72 section reference from 8.3.4 to 26.3.4.

Response 
Message:
Public Comment No. 6-NFPA 720-2013 [Section No. A.9.6.8.3.3]

Ballot Results

 This item has passed ballot

25  Eligible Voters
4  Not Returned

21  Affirmative All
0  Affirmative with Comments
0  Negative with Comments 
0  Abstention

Not Returned
Hanson, Deborah
Hoffman, Richard
Pierce, Anthony V.
Rowland, James M.

Affirmative All
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Aaron, Jr., William J.
Ames, Blair T.
Black, Art
Boyd, H. Wayne
Brooks, Jeffrey R.
Clary, Shane M.
Cronin, Bradford T.
Davis, Scott G.
DeVito, Lee C.
Fiore, Louis T.
Gifford, Wendy B.
Gottuk, Daniel T.
Heffernan, Rick
Knight, Jeffrey G.
Mills, David E.
Norton, Thomas F.
Olenick, Stephen M.
Petersen, James A.
Ratzlaff, Larry
Roberts, Richard Jay
Van Walraven, Ed
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Second Revision No. 9-NFPA 720-2013 [ Chapter C ] 

Annex C U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission Guide: Responding to 
Residential Carbon Monoxide Incidents, Guidelines for Fire and Other Emergency 
Response Personnel. Guidelines for Emergency Responders
This annex is not part of the requirements of this NFPA document but is included 
for informational purposes .
C.1 Guideline Summary.
How public emergency response organizations respond to carbon monoxide (CO) 
incident calls is essential for the safety of the building occupants and the 
emergency responders. One reference that can be helpful to emergency 
responders is the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) Guidelines for 
Fire and other Emergency First Response Personnel . This guide is designed to 
help emergency responders to act quickly and effectively when they receive a call 
concerning CO poisoning. The guide contains basic information needed when 
responding to a CO incident and provides procedures for:

(1) Dispatchers answering a call

(2) Incident reporting forms to help emergency responders identify the elevated 
source of carbon monoxide, the level of care needed by occupants, and 
when it is safe for occupants to return to the building

(3) Advice and actions to give building occupants

The CPSC guide is available for download at
www.cpsc.gov/PageFiles/117067/coguide.pdf .

This annex is not a part of the requirements of this NFPA document but is included 
for informational purposes only.

This Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPCS) guide can be found at:
http://www.cpsc.gov//PageFiles/121994/coguide.pdf

Supplemental Information

File Name Description
Annex_B_C_D_1_LFR_G1368628639938_ECedits_-
_LFR.doc

Final version with 
accepted / rejected edits 

Submitter Information Verification 

Submitter Full Name: [ Not Specified ]
Organization: [ Not Specified ]
Street Address: 
City:
State: 
Zip: 
Submittal Date: Wed May 15 10:30:33 EDT 2013

Committee Statement
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Committee 
Statement:

 The text for Annex C is revised to provide additional guidance for 
emergency responders.

Response 
Message:

Ballot Results

 This item has passed ballot

25  Eligible Voters
4  Not Returned

21  Affirmative All
0  Affirmative with Comments
0  Negative with Comments 
0  Abstention

Not Returned
Hanson, Deborah
Hoffman, Richard
Pierce, Anthony V.
Rowland, James M.

Affirmative All
Aaron, Jr., William J.
Ames, Blair T.
Black, Art
Boyd, H. Wayne
Brooks, Jeffrey R.
Clary, Shane M.
Cronin, Bradford T.
Davis, Scott G.
DeVito, Lee C.
Fiore, Louis T.
Gifford, Wendy B.
Gottuk, Daniel T.
Heffernan, Rick
Knight, Jeffrey G.
Mills, David E.
Norton, Thomas F.
Olenick, Stephen M.
Petersen, James A.
Ratzlaff, Larry
Roberts, Richard Jay
Van Walraven, Ed
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