
 

 
 

Committee on NFPA 731 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

 

TO: NFPA Technical Committee on Premises Security  
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SUBJECT: NFPA 731 ROP Letter Ballot Final Results 

 

The Final Results of the NFPA 731 ROP Letter Ballot are as follows:  

 

30 Members Eligible to Vote 

12 Ballots Not Returned (D. Abbott, A. Apo, J. Brown, T. Chronister, D. Collins,  

            C. King III, T. Smith, B. Strother, R. Walker, L. Weeks, R. Mahnke, and P. Murphy) 

 

13 Affirmative on All 

  5 Negatives on one or more proposals as noted in report  

  0 Abstentions on one or more proposals as noted in report  

 

The number of affirmative votes need for the report to be published is 12. 

(30 eligible to vote - 12 not returned - 0 abstentions = 18 × 0.66 = 11.88). 

 

In all cases, an affirmative vote of at least a simple majority of the total membership 

eligible to vote is required. 

(30 of eligible voting members ÷ 2 = 15 (16) 

 

Reasons for negative votes, etc. from alternate members are not included unless the ballot 

from the principal member was not received. 

 

According to the final ballot results, all ballot items received the necessary 2/3 required 

affirmative votes to pass ballot with the exception of: 731-32 Log #CP20. 

 

ATTACHMENT: (Final) Circulation Explanation  



Circulation Explanation Report for PMM-AAA   Proposals Friday, October 23, 2009
Document # 731

731-20 Chapter 4 (Log # CP15 )

Negative

Papier, I. 4.4.1 The temp/humidity ranges and ambient seem out of line with NFPA 72 5.7.1.8 and other UL
Standards. This is critical because in 4.6.2.1 it states that it is permitted that you can share components. Well, Fire Alarm
components couldn't be shared because of differing parameters in temperature and humidity.
4.5.9.2 (6) a silenced trouble shall resound at least every 24 hours? Resound where? How about some sort of

notification at the monitoring station?

Simpson, J. 4.1.6.3(4) - This addition is vague and does not give an AHJ enough information to make a determination for
qualification. At a minimum, there needs to be additional annex material that clearly gives the AHJ a method to evaluate the
qualifications.

731-30 Chapter 7 (Log # CP18 )

Negative

Papier, I. The application and use of these systems shall be based on the requirements of the AHJ. However go back to 4.7.1, the
AHJ "if required", "if requested"? These appear to be unenforceable requirements.

731-32 Chapter 9 (Log # CP20 )

Negative

Fiore, L. My vote is affirmative on chapter 9 except for 9.7.2, 9.7.2.1 and 9.7.2.2 below. With today's communications
technology, the benefit of  requiring a 24 hour test is at best marginal and places an unnecessary burden on equipment and
supervising stations without material benefit. A weekly test should suffice.
9.7.2* Transmission Verification. The text below has been edited to show the change from "24 hours" to "weekly."
9.7.2.1 The equipment providing off-premises signaling shall automatically initiate and complete a test signal transmission sequence
to its associated receiver at least once weekly.
9.7.2.2 A successful signal transmission sequence of any other type within the same weekly 6
NFPA 731 Log CP20 Rec F2010 ROP period shall fulfill the requirement to verify the integrity of the reporting system, provided
signal processing is automated so that weekly delinquencies are reported and reviewed individually acknowledged by monitoring
station personnel.

Martin, S. Believe that a daily test is not necessary and that weekly is more reasonable and suitable for detecting communication
technology changes or failures.

Papier, I. Table 10.4.3 (b) Camera testing is per manufacturers recommendations. Why are we not testing to make sure the low
light levels and high light conditions are specifically being tested?

Sheets, R. I do not think that a daily test is needed on intrusion systems as they are used daily. A weekly test would suffice.

Affirmative with Comment

Bish, G. 9.7.2.1 will require a signal sent every 24 hours. While this level of security might be needed for
Certificated security systems the majority of systems are Non-Certificated and could be served with a weekly
test requirement.

Mucci, A. Section 9.7.2.1
This method for detecting a “level of reliability” for DACT is no better at a 24 hour interval than it would be at a weekly interval.

Not all commercial accounts subscribe to services that signal at least once every 24 hours for at least 5 days of the week. The 24 hour
requirement will introduce additional cost for those who will now have to signal everyday and for those who will have to send 1 or 2
more additional signals a week, all without anymore benefit than if it is checked weekly.

731-33 Chapter 10 (Log # CP21 )

Affirmative with Comment

DeVore, M. New section 10.2.1.3 requires permanent records of impairments. It appears that some retention of impairments is
needed for the AHJ to be able to make a determination of the system dependability, but keeping these records forever seems to be
excessive.  I am voting affirmative so that the other changes to Chapter 10 are not balloted as negative.  However, if ballot was for
just section 10.2.1.3, I would have voted negative.
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