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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

 

To:  NFPA Technical Committee on Fire Doors and Windows 

  

From:  Kelly Carey, Project Administrator 

 

Date:  September 8, 2015 

 

Subject: NFPA 80 Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) No. 1191    

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 

The attached proposed Tentative Interim Amendment (TIA) is being submitted to you for letter ballot.  

This proposed TIA was submitted by Mark Belke of Greenheck and endorsed by Bruce Campbell of 

JENSEN HUGHES and Richard Cravy of Ruskin Company. 

 

This proposed TIA has been published for public comment in the September 4, 2015 issue of NFPA News 

with a Public Comment Closing Date of October 16, 2015.  Any public comments received will be 

circulated to the committee.  The Standards Council will consider the issuance of this TIA at their 

December 8-9, 2015 meeting. 

 

In addition to being balloted on the technical merits of the proposed TIA, the Committee is also being 

balloted on whether or not this matter is of an emergency nature.  Please see Section 5 (copy enclosed) 

regarding the processing of TIAs from the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards.   

 

Please complete and return your ballot as soon as possible but no later than September 22, 2015.  As 

noted on the ballot form, please return the ballot to Kelly Carey either via e-mail to kcarey@nfpa.org or 

via fax to 617-984-7110.  You may also mail your ballot to the attention of Kelly Carey at NFPA, 1 

Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169. 

 

Note:  Please remember that the return of ballots and attendance at committee meetings are required in 

accordance with the Regulations Governing the Development of NFPA Standards. 

 

 

Attachments 

 

 

mailto:kcarey@nfpa.org


NFPA 80-2016 Edition 
Standard for Fire Doors and Other Opening Protectives 
TIA Log No.: 1191 
Reference: 19.4.4, 19.4.6, 19.5.3.3 and 19.5.2.3 
Comment Closing Date:  October 16, 2015 
Submitter:  Mark A. Belke, Greenheck 
 
 
1. Revise section 19.4.4 to read as follows: 

19.4.4 If the damper is equipped with a variable air volume system in accordance with 
5.2.1, acceptance testing shall be conducted after the building mechanical ventilation 
system has been balanced and in operation under maximum air flow. 

 
2. Revise section 19.4.6 to read as follows: 

19.4.6 A record of these inspections and testing shall be made in accordance with 5.2.2 
19.5.3. 

 
3. Revise section 19.5.2.3 to read as follows: 

19.5.2.3 Periodic Testing for Dampers that Do Not Use a Fusible Link to Operate. 
Once the fusible link is removed it shall be verified that the damper closes completely 
without assistance.   

 
4. Delete section 19.5.3.3 as follows: 

19.5.3.3 Periodic inspections and testing of a combination fire/smoke damper shall also 
meet the inspection and testing requirements contained in Chapter 7 of NFPA 105.   

 
 
Substantiation:  Item 1 – Section 19.4.4 makes an incorrect reference to Section 5.2.1 which 
implies that if the damper is equipped with a variable air volume system, the air volume system 
is in accordance with Section 5.2.1 which is not relevant or applicable.  The reference to 5.2.1 is 
incorrect and not needed.   
 
Item 2 – Section 5.2.2 provides documentation requirements for those opening protective 
addressed by Chapter 5, which does not include dampers.  The documentation provisions for 
inspection and testing of fire dampers is found in Section 19.5.3. 
 
Item 3 – The text in section 19.5.2.3 directly contradicts the title of the section.  Removing the 
sentence under section 19.5.2.3 eliminates the contradiction without changing the intended 
requirements of the standard. The deleted sentence was inadvertently left in during the editing. 
 
Item 4– There is a contradiction between NFPA 80 and 105 as to which standard governs the 
periodic inspection and testing requirements of combination fire/smoke dampers.  Removing 
section 19.5.3.3 from NFPA 80 eliminates the contradiction between the two standards.  The 
result is that the periodic inspection and testing requirements for combination fire/smoke 
dampers would reside in NFPA 80 only.  Since combination fire smoke dampers are available 



with or without fusible links and fusible links are only dealt with in NFPA 80, that is where 
combination fire smoke dampers belong.   
 
An alternative fix would be to add the word “also” to section 7.6.1.2 of NFPA 105 (i.e. “shall 
also be inspected…”).  That would result in combination fire smoke dampers having to follow 
both standards.  Since the requirements in 105 are identical to the requirements for a dampers 
without fusible links in 80, requiring combination fire smoke dampers to follow both standards 
seems unnecessary.  
 
 
Emergency Nature:  This is urgent as the committee approved language will cause significant 
confusion.  These corrections do not change the intent of the committee. 
 



 

 

Section 5 Tentative Interim Amendments (TIAs). 
 

5.1 Who May Submit a Tentative Interim Amendment. Anyone may 
submit a TIA and the submitter need not be a member of the NFPA. All 
TIAs must be submitted in the name of an individual with the individual’s 
relevant organizational affiliation or representation noted separately. The 
individual shall be considered the submitter for the purpose of these 
Regulations. 

 
5.2 Content of a Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment. Each TIA 
shall be submitted to the Standards Council Secretary and shall include the 
following: 

(a) Identification of the submitter and his or her affiliation (i.e., 
Technical Committee, organization, company), where appropriate 

(b) Identification of the NFPA Standard, edition of the NFPA Standard, 
and paragraph of the NFPA Standard to which the TIA is directed 

(c) Proposed text of the TIA, including the wording to be added, 
revised (and how revised), or deleted 

(d) Statement of the problem and substantiation for the TIA 

(e) The signature of the submitter or other means of authentication 
approved by the Standards Council Secretary 

(f) Statement of the basis of conclusion that the TIA is of an 
emergency nature requiring prompt action 

(g) The written agreement of at least two members of the involved 
Technical Committee or Correlating Committee to the processing of the 
TIA. The agreement to the processing of the TIA is for the sole purpose to 
allow the TIA to be processed and does not necessarily imply agreement 
with the merits or emergency nature of the TIA. 

 

5.3 Preliminary Screening of Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment. 
The Standards Council Secretary shall review all Proposed TIAs and may 
return to the submitter, without processing, any submission that does not 
conform to Section 5.2. In addition, the Standards Council Secretary may 
reject for processing any proposed TIA that does not manifestly appear to 
be of an emergency nature requiring prompt action. In exercising his or her 
discretion to reject a proposed TIA for processing, the Standards Council 
Secretary may consult with the responsible Technical 
Committee/Correlating Committee chairs and may consider, without 
limitation, whether the TIA submittal, on its face, does not state any 
adequate basis on which to conclude that it is of an emergency, whether it 
is unduly repetitive of issues already considered and rejected by the 
Technical Committee/Correlating Committee, or whether it is plainly 
frivolous. Where, however, there exists any reasonable question about the 
emergency nature of the proposed TIA or where the Standards Council 
Secretary determines that it is otherwise advisable for the TIA to be 
processed, the Standards Council Secretary shall submit the TIA for 
processing, and the question of emergency nature shall be considered 
anew and determined by the responsible Technical Committee and 
Correlating Committee. The text of a proposed TIA may be processed as 
submitted or may be changed, but only with the approval of the submitter. 

 

5.4 Evaluation of Emergency Nature. Determination of an 
emergency nature shall include but not be limited to one or more of the 
following factors: 

(a) The NFPA Standard contains an error or an omission that was 
overlooked during a regular revision process. 

(b) The NFPA Standard contains a conflict within the NFPA Standard 
or with another NFPA Standard. 

(c) The proposed TIA intends to correct a previously unknown existing 
hazard. 

(d) The proposed TIA intends to offer to the public a benefit that would 
lessen a recognized (known) hazard or ameliorate a continuing dangerous 
condition or situation. 

(e) The proposed TIA intends to accomplish a recognition of an 
advance in the art of safeguarding property or life where an alternative 
method is not in current use or is unavailable to the public. 

(f) The proposed TIA intends to correct a circumstance in which the 
revised NFPA Standard has resulted in an adverse impact on a product or 
method that was inadvertently overlooked in the total revision process or 
was without adequate technical (safety) justification for the action. 
 

5.5 Publication of Proposed Tentative Interim Amendment. A proposed 
Tentative Interim Amendment that meets the provisions of Section 5.2 shall 
be published indicating that the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment has 
been forwarded to the responsible Technical Committee and Correlating 
Committee for processing and that anyone interested may comment on the 
proposed Tentative Interim Amendment within the time period established 
and published. 
 

5.6 Technical Committee and Correlating Committee Action. 
(a) The proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be submitted for 

Ballot and comment of the Technical Committee in accordance with 3.3.4. 
The Technical Committee shall be separately Balloted on both the technical 
merits of the amendment and whether the amendment involves an issue of 
an emergency nature. Such Balloting shall be completed concurrently with 
the public review period. Any Public Comments inconsistent with the vote of 
any Technical Committee Member shall be circulated to the Technical 
Committee to allow votes to be changed. A recommendation for approval 
shall be established if three-fourths of the voting Members calculated in 
accordance with 3.3.4.3(c) have voted in favor of the Tentative Interim 
Amendment. 

(b) The proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be submitted for 
Ballot and comment of the Correlating Committee, if any, which shall make 
a recommendation to the Standards Council with respect to the disposition 
of the Tentative Interim Amendment. The Correlating Committee shall be 
separately Balloted on both the merits of the amendment (as it relates to 
the Correlating Committee authority and responsibilities in accordance with 
3.4.2 and 3.4.3) and whether the amendment involves an issue of an 
emergency nature. Any Public Comments inconsistent with the vote of any 
Technical Committee or Correlating Committee Member shall be circulated 
to the Correlating Committee to allow votes to be changed. A 
recommendation for approval shall be established if three-fourths of the 
voting Members calculated in accordance with 3.3.4.3(c) have voted in 
favor of the Tentative Interim Amendment. 

(c) All Public Comments, Ballots, and comments on Ballots on the 
proposed Tentative Interim Amendment shall be summarized in a staff 
report and forwarded to the Standards Council for action in accordance with 
Section 5.7. 
 

5.7 Action of the Standards Council. The Standards Council shall review 
the material submitted in accordance with 5.6(c), together with the record 
on any Appeals (see Section 1.6, 1.6.1), and shall take one of the following 
actions: 

(a) Issue the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment. 

(b) Issue the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment as amended by 
the Standards Council. 

(c) Where acted on concurrently with the issuance of a new edition of 
the NFPA Standard to which it relates, issue the Tentative Interim 
Amendment as part of the new edition. 

(d) Reject the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment. 
(e) Return the proposed Tentative Interim Amendment to the 

Technical Committee with appropriate instruction 
(f) Direct a different action. 

 

5.8 Effective Date of a Tentative Interim Amendment. Tentative Interim 
Amendments shall become effective 20 days after Standards Council 



 

 

 
issuance unless the President determines, within his or her discretion, that 
the effective date shall be delayed pending the consideration of a Petition to 
the Board of Directors (see Section 1.7). The President may also, within his 
or her discretion, refer the matter of a delay in the effective date of the TIA 
to the Executive Committee of the Board of Directors or to the Board of 
Directors. 

 

5.9 Publication of Tentative Interim Amendments. The NFPA shall 
publish a notice of the issuance of each Tentative Interim Amendment and 
may, as appropriate, issue a news release to applicable and interested 
technical journals. The notice and any news release shall indicate the 
tentative character of the Tentative Interim Amendment. In any subsequent 
distribution of the NFPA Standard to which the Tentative Interim 
Amendment applies, the text of the Tentative Interim Amendment shall be 
included in a manner judged most feasible to accomplish the desired 
objectives. 

 
5.10 Applicability. Tentative Interim Amendments shall apply to the NFPA 
Standard existing at the time of issuance. Tentative Interim Amendments 
issued after the Public Input closing date shall also apply, when the text of 
the existing NFPA Standard remains unchanged, to the next edition of the 
NFPA Standard. Tentative Interim Amendments issued concurrently with 
the issuance of a new edition shall apply to both the existing and the new 
editions, unless the Standards Council determines otherwise. 

 
5.11 Subsequent Processing. The Technical Committee responsible for 
the NFPA Standard or the part of the NFPA Standard affected shall process 
the subject matter of any Tentative Interim Amendment as Public Input for 
the next edition of the NFPA Standard (see Section 3.3). Such Public Input 
shall be accompanied by a notice indicating its origin as a TIA, including all 
necessary information as required in 4.3.4, and originally submitted in the 
TIA. 

 
5.12 Exception. When the Standards Council authorizes other procedures 
for the processing and/or issuance of Tentative Interim Amendments, the 
provisions of this section shall not apply. 



TECHNICAL COMMITTEE LETTER BALLOT 

PROPOSED TENTATIVE INTERIM AMENDMENT LOG NO. 1191 

To revise sections 19.4.4, 19.4.6, 19.5.2.3 and delete section 19.5.3.3 of the 2016 Edition of NFPA 80,  

Standard for Fire Doors and Other Opening Protectives  
 

Question 1: I agree with the TECHNICAL MERITS of the Proposed TIA to revise sections 

19.4.4, 19.4.6, 19.5.2.3 and delete section 19.5.3.3.  

 

____________ AGREE ____________ DISAGREE*  ____________ ABSTAIN* 

 

EXPLANATION OF VOTE - Please type or print your comments: 

 

*An explanation must accompany a disagreement or abstaining position. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 2: I agree that the subject is of an EMERGENCY NATURE.  

 

____________ AGREE ____________ DISAGREE*  ____________ ABSTAIN* 

 

EXPLANATION OF VOTE - Please type or print your comments: 

 

*An explanation must accompany a disagreement or abstaining position. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 ________________________________ 

Signature 

 

________________________________ 

Name (Please Print) 

 

________________________________ 

Date 

 

Please return the ballot on or before September 22, 2015. 

 

 

PLEASE RETURN TO: 

Kelly Carey, Project Administrator 

NFPA 

1 Batterymarch Park 

Quincy, MA 02169  FAX: (617) 984-7110  E-mail: kcarey@nfpa.org 

mailto:kcarey@nfpa.org

