
MINUTES OF MEETING 
 

Technical Committee on Fluidized Bed Boilers 
 

January 21, 2014 

Web/Teleconference 
 

I.  Attendance: 
 Principal Members/Staff: 
 Donald Lueckenotte, Technical Committee Chair, Burns & McDonnell Engineering Co., MO 
 Denise Beach, NFPA, MA 
  
 Joseph Darguzas, EnviroPower, LLC, IL 
 Shelton Ehrlich, CA 
 Robert Herdman, ABB Automation, Inc., OH 
 Paul Miller, Southern Company Services, AL 
 Thomas Wassel, Adolfson & Peterson, NC 
 
 Alternates: 
 Paul Dehner, Merrick Industries, Inc., FL 
 

II.  Minutes of Meeting: 
 
1.  Call to order.  The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. on Jan. 21, 2014. 
 
2.  Introduction.  NFPA Staff conducted a roll-call of the participants.   
 
3.  Minutes Approval.  The minutes from the February 2013 meeting were approved as 

written.   
  
4.  NFPA Staff Report.  The NFPA staff reviewed the new document revision process and tools, 

including the new terminology, and the revision cycle timeline.  NFPA staff reported that the 
NFPA Board of Directors approved a formal anti-trust policy at their November 2013 meeting 
(Attachment A). 

 
5.  Old Business. 
 A.  Gasifiers.  The committee briefly discussed gasifiers.  It was reported that 

gasifiers are covered by 29 CFR 1910.119, Process Safety Management, 
therefore coverage in NFPA 85 is not necessary.  The committee agreed that no 
further review of this topic is needed, and closed the issue. 

 B.  Coal Column. The committee reviewed requirements from chapter 9 regarding 
a minimum coal column of three pipe diameters or hydraulic pipe diameters for 
non-circular pipe.  No public comments were received on this subject.  NFPA 
staff will poll fluidized bed boiler manufacturers for further input.  The committee 
will revisit this issue in the next revision cycle. 

 C.  Plasma Arc Igniters.  The committee briefly reviewed a summary of the 
presentation made to the BCS-MBB committee on this emerging technology.  
However, applicability to FBBs appears to be limited.  NFPA staff will contact the 
BCS-MBB task group to request that the applicability to boilers other than MBBs 
is investigated.  The committee closed the issue.  



 
6.  New Business  
 A.  Document Revision.  The committee reviewed the public comments and other 

requests and created Second Revisions in chapter 7 and related annex text.  
The committee actions will be available in the Second Draft Report, which will be 
published no later than July 18, 2014. 

 B.  Review BCS-FUN Actions. The committee reviewed actions taken by the 
technical committee on Fundamentals.   

  i.  The committee will review the changes to 4.12.3.5.7 in the next revision cycle. 
  ii.  The committee requests that the BCS-AAC correlating committee review 

Second Revisions 13 and 15 regarding purging fuel gas systems in and out of 
service.  It appears that the new paragraph requires purging downstream of the 
equipment isolation valve whenever any portion of the piping may be 
disconnected for a routine inspection.  It is not clear if that was the intent of the 
Fundamentals committee.  For example, if the fuel gas is disconnected for a 
lance inspection, the new paragraph appears to require a complete purge of that 
piping system with inert gas. 

 C. Industry Update. There were no new projects of note.   
  

7.  Other Items: Complete review of chapter 7 – The committee intends to meet off-cycle to 
review chapter 7 in conjunction with chapter 4 and possibly other subject chapters to look at 
consistency in requirements and terminology.  The TC could consider meeting in 
conjunction with PowerGen, held in December 2015 (operated by Pennwal publisher of 
industry trade magazines).  The TC could consider meeting in conjunction with Council of 
Industrial Boiler Operators meetings.  CIBO has FBB-specific meetings every year.  NFPA 
staff will try to establish contact with CIBO and see if there is an opportunity in 2015. 
(www.cibo.org)  D. Lueckenotte will contact PowerGen to see if there is any interest.  The 
chairman and staff will update the committee as details become available.  

 
8.  Next Meeting.  The next meeting will be scheduled in accordance with item 7 and details 

will be distributed as they become available. 
 
9.  Adjournment.  The meeting adjourned at 3:55 pm EST. 
 

http://www.cibo.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attachment A: 
NFPA Anti-Trust Policy 

 



 

NFPA Antitrust Policy 

 

The NFPA is a not for profit organization with a mission of promoting the science and improving the methods of 

fire protection and prevention and electrical safety.  The primary way in which the NFPA fulfills this mission is by 

developing and disseminating safety standards intended to minimize the possibility and effects of fire and other 

risks.   

 

The standards development process depends on volunteer participation by a diverse range of individuals on 

behalf of numerous stakeholders including participants representing business and industry. As a result, antitrust 

concerns can arise in connection with standards development activity.   

 

It is the policy of the NFPA to strictly comply with state and federal antitrust laws, and the NFPA expects all 

participants in NFPA standards development  activities to conduct themselves in strict accordance with these 

laws.   NFPA minimizes the risk of antitrust problems by providing a forum for standards activities that is based 

on the principles of openness, honesty, fairness and balance and that is conducted in accordance with published 

rules and regulations.  Each participant in the standards development process has the obligation to adhere to all 

rules, regulations, and policies of the NFPA including, without limitation, the Regulations Governing the 

Development of NFPA Standards.  In addition, participants can draw valuable guidance on how to conduct 

themselves by consulting NFPA’s Guide for Conduct of Participants in the NFPA Standards Development Process.     

 

While compliance with NFPA’s standards developments rules and regulations is essential, it alone is not 

sufficient to avoid conduct that may violate the antitrust laws.  Participants must also avoid any conduct, 

conversations or agreements that would constitute an unreasonable restraint of trade or be otherwise illegal 

under the antitrust laws.  Although it’s not possible to identify every situation that could be found to be 

anticompetitive or a violation of antitrust laws, the following topics should NOT be addressed or discussed, even 

informally, by or among competitors or other individuals in the course of their NFPA involvement: 

 

- Profits, profit margins or cost data; 

- Prices, rates, and fees; 

- Selection, termination, division  or allocation of customers, sales territories, or markets; or 

- Refusal to deal with a specific business entity. 

 

Participants in NFPA activities may receive antitrust training or advice from their employers or other 

organizations or entities they represent.  This NFPA antitrust policy, as well as other information or 

presentations that NFPA may provide concerning the antitrust laws and standards development, are not 

intended to take the place of such training or advice; nor are they intended to constitute legal advice to 

participants.   In addition to consulting with their legal counsel, however, participants can assist NFPA and their 

fellow participants by refusing to engage in inappropriate discussions and by speaking up if they have  questions 

or concerns about any matter or discussion that occurs in the course of NFPA standards development activities.  

Participants should bring matters of concern to the attention of NFPA staff.  Any participant may also raise 

questions regarding this policy to the NFPA’s General Counsel. 

 


