
 

 
 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO: NFPA Technical Committee on Fire Reporting 
 
FROM:  Stacey Van Zandt 
 
DATE:  May 21, 2010 
 
SUBJECT:  NFPA 901 F2010 ROC Letter Ballot 
             
 
The ROC letter ballot for NFPA 901 F2010 is attached.  The ballot is for formally 
voting on whether or not you concur with the committee’s actions on the 
comments.  Reasons must accompany all negative and abstention ballots. 
 
Please do not vote negatively because of editorial errors.  However, please bring 
such errors to my attention for action. 
 
Please complete and return your ballot as soon as possible but no later than 
Thursday, June 3, 2010.  As noted on the ballot form, please return the ballot to 
Stacey Van Zandt either via e-mail to svanzandt@nfpa.org or via fax to 
617.984.7056.  You may also mail your ballot to the attention of Stacey Van 
Zandt at NFPA, 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169. 
 
The return of ballots is required by the Regulations Governing Committee 
Projects.   
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Report on Comments  –  November 2010 NFPA 901
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
901-1     Log #1

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

901-2
Revise text to read as follows:

Performing That which provides a function without the necessity of human intervention.
Please revise the definition to generate consistent definitions across the NFPA documents.  The

technical committee gave no technical reason for rejecting the proposal.
This proposal was intended to generate consistent definitions and minimize the number of duplicate definitions in the
NFPA Glossary of Terms in accordance with the scope of the NFPA Glossary of Terms Technical
Advisory Committee. Similar proposals were being submitted to NFPA 70, 70E, 96, 99, 101, 101B, and 550, as
explained in the proposal.
I am the chair of the NFPA Glossary of Terms Technical Advisory Committee but this comment is not submitted on their
behalf because we have not had the opportunity to discuss it.

The document entered cycle as a reconfirmation and did not make any changes to existing text.
This comment will be considered during the next revision cycle.
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Report on Comments  –  November 2010 NFPA 901
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
901-2     Log #2

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

901-3
Revise text to read as follows:
. A material or structure that will release heat energy on burning. Capable of undergoing

combustion.
Also, add a definition for the term combustion, as follows:

. A chemical process of oxidation that occurs at a rate fast enough to produce heat and usually light in the
form of either a glow or flame.

Please revise the definition of “combustible” and add a definition of ‘combustion” to generate
consistent definitions across the NFPA documents.  The technical committee gave no technical reason for rejecting the
proposal.
It is important to have consistent definitions of terms within NFPA.  The term combustible at present has 6 definitions,

as follows:
A substance that will burn. (NFPA 430)
A material or structure that will release heat energy on burning.  (NFPA 901)
Capable of burning, generally in air under normal conditions of ambient temperature and pressure, unless otherwise

specified; combustion can occur in cases where an oxidizer other than the oxygen in air is present (e.g., chlorine,
fluorine, or chemicals containing oxygen in their structure). (NFPA 921)
Any material that, in the form in which it is used and under the conditions anticipated, will ignite and burn or will add

appreciable heat to an ambient fire. (NFPA 1144)
Capable of undergoing combustion. (NFPA 69, 82, 99, 120, 122, 214, 502, 804, 805, 820, 851, 853, 1126)
Capable of reacting with oxygen and burning if ignited.  (NFPA 77, 220, 1141)
It is therefore recommended, in order to improve consistency within NFPA documents that a simple definition which is

widely used be employed in all documents.  The document responsible for this definition is NFPA 220 and the same
recommendation was also made to that document. This definition is also used by ASTM E 176 for committee ASTM E05
on Fire Standards.
There are 5 definitions of combustion in NFPA and the one chosen is the most widely used, including NFPA 1. This

definition is also used by ASTM E 176 for committee ASTM E05 on Fire Standards.
I am the chair of the NFPA Glossary of Terms Technical Advisory Committee but this comment is not submitted on

their behalf because we have not had the opportunity to discuss it.

The document entered cycle as a reconfirmation and did not make any changes to existing text.
This comment will be considered during the next revision cycle.
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Report on Comments  –  November 2010 NFPA 901
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
901-3     Log #3

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

901-4
Revise text to read as follows:

3.3.68 Material First Ignited. The fuel that is first set on fire by the heat of ignition; to be meaningful, both a type of
material and a form of material should be identified. The combustible that is first set on fire by the heat of ignition. To be
meaningful, both a type of material and an item ignited should be identified. (See Section 8.6.)

Please revise the definition of “material first ignited” to generate consistent definitions across the NFPA
documents.  The technical committee gave no technical reason for rejecting the proposal.
It is important to have consistent definitions of terms within NFPA.  The term material first ignited at present has 2

definitions, which are very similar.  However, the preferred one is in NFPA 921 and the one in NFPA 901 is in two
sentences.  It is recommended that they be made the same, and in one sentence.  NFPA requires definitions to be in a
single sentence.
I am the chair of the NFPA Glossary of Terms Technical Advisory Committee but this comment is not submitted on

their behalf because we have not had the opportunity to discuss it.

The document entered cycle as a reconfirmation and did not make any changes to existing text.
This comment will be considered during the next revision cycle.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
901-4     Log #4

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

901-5
3.3.99 Toxic Material. Any material that may constitute a hazard to life or health, either temporary

or permanent, from exposure by contact, inhalation, or ingestion.

Please retain the definition of “toxic material” and request from Standards Council that this document
be responsible for the term “toxic material”.  The technical committee gave no technical reason for rejecting the
proposal.
It is important to have consistent definitions of terms within NFPA.  The term toxic material at present has 2 definitions,

which are very different.  However, the preferred one is in NFPA 5000 and the one in NFPA 901 is a secondary one but
should become the preferred one.  The term toxic material is defined generically correctly in NFPA 901.  The present
definition in NFPA 5000 is really a set of examples which should go into an annex.  The definition from NFPA 901
contains all the necessary elements without unnecessary detailed examples.
I am the chair of the NFPA Glossary of Terms Technical Advisory Committee but this comment is not submitted on

their behalf because we have not had the opportunity to discuss it.

The document entered cycle as a reconfirmation and did not make any changes to existing text.
This comment will be considered during the next revision cycle.
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Report on Comments  –  November 2010 NFPA 901
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
901-5     Log #5

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

901-6
Revise definition to read as follows:

3.3.103* Wildland Fire. An unplanned and uncontrolled fire burning in vegetation, including any structures or other
improvements thereon. An unplanned and uncontrolled fire spreading through vegetative fuels, at times involving
structures, including any structures or other improvements thereon.

Please revise the definition of “wildland fire” to get consistency of definitions within NFPA documents.
The technical committee gave no technical reason for rejecting the proposal.
It is important to have consistent definitions of terms within NFPA.  The term wildland fire at present has 4 definitions,

which are very similar, including the preferred one from NFPA 1051.  However, the definition from NFPA 1141 is the
most complete one and it is recommended that that one be adopted in NFPA 901.
The NFPA 901 definition and the proposed (preferred) one are very similar but create inconsistency if different..
I am the chair of the NFPA Glossary of Terms Technical Advisory Committee but this comment is not submitted on

their behalf because we have not had the opportunity to discuss it.

The document entered cycle as a reconfirmation and did not make any changes to existing text.
This comment will be considered during the next revision cycle.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
901-6     Log #6

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Marcelo M. Hirschler, GBH International

901-7

The technical committee gave no technical reason for rejecting the proposal.
The proponent explained that “novelty lighters” are now a serious problem and should be addressed in the

classification document.  Some states have specific programs to deal with novelty lighter fire safety.  See
http://www.ncdoi.com/osfm/FireSafetyPrograms/NL_home.asp (North Carolina)
http://www.oregon.gov/OSP/SFM/Novelty_Toylike_Lighters.shtml (Oregon)
The National association of State Fire Marshals considers them a problem warranting a model state bill and specific

action.
http://www.firemarshals.org/mission/residential/ignition-sources/toylike-novelty-lighters/
It is really disconcerting that the technical committee did not even address why this proposal should be rejected.

The document entered cycle as a reconfirmation and did not make any changes to existing text.
This comment will be considered during the next revision cycle.
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